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Ship Fever as Witncessed at Grosse Isle.

2d, Deficient supply of food.

3d, Filth and imperfect ventilation.

It would be difficult to find any place where these
thyee circumstances are combined in such a degree asin
the hold of an Irish passenger vessel. Finstly, in addi-
tion to the usual dampness of a ship, you have in an
emigrant vessel the humidity caused by the daily distri-
bution of fresh water in smali quantities to each indi-
vidoal passenger, and which, being kept by them in tins
and pots in and under their sleeping berths, gets capsized
very often by the rolling of the ship, and thus adds to
the general dumpness- and, in ill-regulated vessels, the
passengers are permitted to wash their clothes in the
‘tween decks. The air of the hold is thus always sur-
charged with moisture, while its temperature is kept up
by the heat given off by an accumulation of living
bodies. ) , : i

“'2dly, The supply of food is .2 many cases limited toa{
pound of bread-stufls, or oatmeal, to cach adult per diem,
and this often in a mouldy and damaged state. Thou-
sands of the emigrants who arrived in Canada last
season had no other sustenance on the voyage.

3dly, The peealiar nature of a ship’s hold is such, that

‘ wnu)almn, while the ship is under Wewh, is all but im-
possible, in the only way in which perfect ventilation is
obtained, Vizes Ly passing a current of pure air through
the hold. Wind-sails effect this in a very msuﬂxcxcm
manner ; and when, in rough weather, it becomes ne-
vessary to fasten down the hatches, the fittle supply of
air which enters by them is shut out. Of the passen-
gers a great propomon are women and children, who
are ‘unable, in many instances when the weather is
stormy, to avail themselves of the mxscrable €« cabmcts
r]’azsunccs, (as when these do exist they are trcnerall_s
placed in the bows of the shlp,) am] are consequently
obliged to pass their evacuations in the liold. You have

here combined all that could by an) possibility generate a

foul atmosphere and when to this you have febrile
miasma, the only wondex' is that' any escape the disease,
“as there is no ranning a\\a) fromit. On wsxtmo a pas-

" senger- vesssel such as thua descnbed in a morning be-|.

fore ‘the emigrants héve come on deck I have scen a
stréam of foul air’ nseumv from the hatches as dcnse and
palpable ‘as seen on a. fobg), dav fmm a. dlm;_; heap or
range ofghot«beds, and rarely dld I find it necessary to
inquire”if- fqver pxcvaxied on board that pccuhan and
oharacternst}c odour which belongs to Typhus Fever
patiants ‘was perceptlble to the senses on steppm«r on
the deéck. ‘To. ihe foreoomg causes ‘ought to be ndded
the ‘moral and’ depressmu mﬂuence of fear of bhlp-
wreck and grief at. leavmcr their native land——both

powerﬁﬂ!} predxspo»mg cauees of. fever. ‘

The character of the discase, as witnessed at the
Quarantine Hospitals, did not differ essentially from that
so often and so well described in this country, as well as
in Europe. The three great systems were found aﬂ'ected‘
more or less in all cases. In some instances, the argans
constituting the nervous system were more prominently
affected ; such cases were more frequently reen in the
better fed seaman, or English emigrant, who were occa-
sionally found mixed up, in Liverpool vessels, with the
Irish. In these cases the disease was ushered in with
intense headach, great pain in the back and limbs, Lleod-
shot eye, and early furious delirium. In some rare in-
stances the sensorial facullies were oven\he.med at
once as completely as in apoplexy. A stout healthy
young man of 18, was struck down with such an atinck
on board the barque « Gilmour,” in which vessel he was
an apprentice: he expired in twelve hours. A similar
case was witnessed in the ship ¢ Mail,” from Liver-
pool; a stout seaman was attacked, and death super-
vened with equal rapidity. Both these vessels were un-
usually sickly. These cases are cited to prove the
power of concentrated miasm acting on the nervous
system. ‘

The organs of seeretion and excretion were more
frequently affected than any other; such cases were
invariably found most troublesome to treat, and more
frequently had a fatal termination. Frequent observa-
tion convinced us of the correctness of Dr. Cheyne’s
remark, that dysentery was sometimes converted into
fever, while, vice versu, fever was converted into dysen-
tery. When the symptoms of fever were exchanged
for these of dysentery, it was probably by the jrritation
of the mucous coat of the.small intestines and stomach
extending tothe lurge.  Sydenham expressed the opinion,
that dysentery is a febris introversa, or turned .in upon
the intestines. o

Cases in which duanﬂemwt of the ulcu!ahng system
predominated, were not of such frequent occurrence as
compared with others.

Petechie and macule were found in many casex, but

were not so constant and universal as to ;ustlfy our.
classing Typhus in_the list ‘of cxanthems. Lpnstzmu
was a troublesome accomp'xmmen! and such cases,
where ihey did not terminate fatally, had a long, and;
tedious wnv.ﬂesccnce. ‘Dr. Ben~on, one of the me-

dlcal anend'\nh at the Quarantme ‘Hospitals Jast season,
a «enaeman advanced ‘in years, and for a long period
connected with a large fever hospital in Ireland, fell 2
victim to an attack in which great hemorrhage from the,
nose and fauces was a prominent symptom. On it
advent he rcwned hxmaelf to demh, saying he had:



