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Now, Prof. Lister, so far from holding these views, states distinety,
- and reiterates the statement, again «ud agaia, in his papers, that decom-
position is the ehief source of mischizf in wounds, and the common cause
of suppuration. as the following extracts prove: )

« Deeomposition, or putrefaction, has long been known to be a source
of great mischief in surgery, and antiseptic applicatious l:ave for several
years been employed by many surgeons,  But the full extent of the evil,
and the paramount importanoe of adepting effectual measures against it,
are far from being geverally recogrized.”—. 4w r. Edit. Lancd, 1868, p.
.92,

Again: ¢ That all the local inflammatory wischicf und general febrile

« disturbance which follow severe injuries, are duc to the irritating and
poisoning inflaence of deeomposing blood or sloughs.”— fmer. Edit.
Laneet, 1867, p. 742.

*“ It is now six years since I first publicly tanght in the University of
" Glasgow, that the occurrence of suppuration in a wound under ordinary
« sireumstances, and its continuance on a healthy granulating sore treated
wwith water dressing, are determined simply by the influcnee of decom-
-posing organic matter.”—.4mor. Eidit, Lancet, p. 9.

Dr. Canniff, in alluding to the practical application of carbolic acid by
Prof. Lister, states that “the mode of applying carbolic acid with water
amounts to a frequent and mueh needed washing of the parts.”

The following extract will prove that Prof. Lister’s practice is not 1
simple “ washing of the parts.”” “ Admilting, then, the truth of the gom
“theory, and procceding in accordance with it, we must, when dealing with |
~apy case, destroy in the first jnstance, once for all, any scptic organisms
wwhich may exist in the part concerned; and after this has been done,out
«efforts must be directed to the prevention of the entrafice af others e
it.  And provided that these indications are really fulfilled, the less the

antiseptic agent comes in contact with the living tissues the better, so thet
unnecessary disturbance from its irritating propertics may be avoided”
—dmer. Edit. Lancet, 1868, p. 93.

The destruction of the organisms onee for all, is effected by the injer
*tion of a solution of earbolic acid into the wonnd, so soon after its 0w
srence as possible, and the prevention of the cntrance of others, by varit
-antiseptic dressings, none of which contain water, That this s #¢
.practice of Prof. Lister may be scen by referring to the reports of 62
-which he has published.

It is not to be wondered at, that Prof. Canniff liolding the above i
“rect views of the antiseptic system and of its practical application, sh
.scek on other grounds a solution of the undoubted success which ¥



