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a bulky quarto volume, which, as it has just corne to hand as these
sheets are passing through the press, we can only notice very
cursorily. A nd glancing first at that which cornes last in the order
of arrangement, the special chapters devoted to the controversial
therne of "the !Nlonogeniats and Polygenist8," or in sispie words :
the unity, or the diversity of the human race, as the descendants of
one, or of several pairs ; we cannot but regret the form ini whichi it ils
here put forth, as calculated only to excite unnecessary prejudices
against tho whoie irqiuiry. Notwithstanding the vehiernenue of itis
offensive and defensive warl'are agaioqt al) who venture to maintain
their literai inter pretatwmn, in sur pic 1*hith, of the. words of their IEng
lish Bible, that God ' hath inadv ot (bie blood nil nation of men:
the author himnselt' confessed that, whilzit accordizig to his present
opinions, "the re.asoisiii lt h-vntirn otte rlive rs2iy view preponder-
ate greatly over those agains3t i t, hie <loFrs- not, nevertheless, hold the
latter to, be, as yet, abýs'>Iiity i)roveii." Such being the uncertainty
even iii the mind of the' boideat and itiost aggrcssive chauipion in the
cause of a dliveiruity ot' oirii for the humit race, we feel. astre(d that;
the great majority of Etlinologists muett deplore with us, the pre..
mature dragging into the arena of theological controvcrt3y of a science
which is still ini itfs inere inràncy ; has its data to accumullate, its first
princîples to determine, and even a cominonly recognized nomencla-
ture and termonology to ngree upon; and is therefore totally
unprepared to buckle on the arinour fitted for offensive warfare.
What faith can the simple learner be expected to repose, for example,
in arguments based on Egyptiani chronology, whezi no two of itfl
authorities eau be got te agree on its dates. Within a brief interval
of five years, the era of Menes ulone shifted back aud forward over
a range of variatiQns differing by upwards of two thousand two
hundred years. Sînce then it has shown no greater tendency to-
wards a stable equilibrium. Bunsen, indeed, it would seern, from
private information of bis most recent views just received, (p. 587:)
makes of Menes' Egyptian reigun (B.C. 8623,) quite a, modern era,
and starting with the origin of mnankind 20,000 years before
Christ (!) he gives us an Arian migration circa 1.0. 11,000;
an Egyptian IRepublie, .0. 10,000; a Theban I-lierarchy B.C. 7,281;
and un elective monarch extending from the precise date, B.0C. 5,413
to the very year in which Menes-the lirst of us moderns-united
Egypt under bis single sceptre, exactly 5480 years ago! Ini somne
auch comprehiensive ante-lhîstorie eras, Mr. Gliddon fully
concurs. "Eg>ypt, he remarks in sumrning up an ideal
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