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Pari -On01 Mc Lai' of roiy

Imi Gauzi;eni-ha-ltet euch an Worte !or.i

The discussions upon the subjeet of nomenclature in Zoology, and
-especialiy in the departiment of Entoniology, hi-ve recently bCconie very
perplexing to Anierican students. -Many who have been umable
-either by want of tinie or lack of opportunity, to consuit old %vorks, wvhich,
are to be found in but feuw libraries, are called upon suddenly to decide
for themnseh'es, whlether they irili or ivili not adopt changes in the namnes
of some of the niost fanililar and best known. objects.

To ail such 1 have but two wvords of advice : Rcsist innovationi, unless
the innovator prescrits to you the reason§ for bis proposcd change, ;vith
such force as to convince your judgnient. l)isregard the M\ephiistophekean
-counsel, in the niotto above cited. Use the -,zords only to acquire and
convey accurately your knoivledge of tùg;but neyer believe that the
word is superior to the thing wihich it represents. I'Ins ivili you avoid
scholasticistn, one of the great abysses of thoulght into which the seeker
after truth is liable to lU.

With a view to guide the thoughts of those of iny readers who have
paid hieretofore but littie attention to this very troublesonie subject, in
such manner that thecy niay bc able to forai independent opinions, 1 have
endeavored in this essay to p)lace briefiy before theni the canons upon
ivhichi ail action in regard to nomenclature are at the present time
supposed to be based. And to these canons I have appended short

* On ivords let your attention centre. B. Taylor's Faust, i, i 10.


