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Whatever of autobiographîic detail may be cont.ainedin the follOwing paper will ho strictly subordinate to themore important purpose of bringing before my fellowteachers and the public the great and pressing need thatWxst or Waste careful, broad-minded training for our
. h dmuch have preferred to have taken the expe-riences of any other human bejn than myself, could I01 ho assured 0f as competeaInoWe fth atofte case. If my prermises are necessariîy drawn fromthe everîasting Ego, it is flot totthese p remises, but tothe conclusions deducible from them, t h at the primaryImpor.tance is to ho ascribed.
H evr, 1wuîî make an effort to avoid the obtrusionOf the Egoupo n your notice by one word more than isahsoutely necessary for the sake of these conclusionsNvhich affecet us al alike, but which, in my belief, affectfar more closeîy the publie around'and hoyond us. Mysi"gle aim is, to contribute my tiny stream to swell theidailwave of' public opinion ihich 'nust soonor or laterhear this questioj1 0f traineâ teachers into the hayon of

sucefts. For howdoes this matter stand at the presentmoment ? So far as I arn able to judge, the adiiesion ofthe greater part of those within the profession-for whoseadhesion we shonild care the most-is already gained.The head-masters of our large publie and grammarschools have already expressed their sense of this pres-sing need, in a circular arawn up some two years ago,and most largely signed.*The question las een put in every imiaginable formand shape before the great bulk 0f middle-class t.eachers,and invariably the principle is assented to with mostcordial unanimity.
But the publi 'c generýally, and what is far more omin-ous, that more select and cultlvated portion of the publicwho are really interested in education, apart frorn itspolitical and ecclesiastical surroundings, do not believein the necessity of any such preliminary training. 1 mayrefer to the Spectator as a case in point. This paper, ifany, may fairly be cited as a true representative of thewider and more literai culture of the nation, and yet onseveral occasions it lias taken the opportunity of (loubt-ing the wisdomn or the necessity of any special trainingw'hatever, beyond a thorough knowledge of the subjectsto be taught, and a real sympathy with young life.rhe great fear which -underlies this denial of what weafflrm to be a pressing necessity is, that by training wemean compressing into a narrow, fixed, mechanicalgroove al the living energy and forcé which good teach.ing 80 specially demands. Probably this fear is somewhatintensified by a belief that the teaching 0f our trainedand certificated elementary teachers is somewhat narrowand mechanical. 1 arn not quite *sure that sucli an opinionis well-founded ; and even if it were, I should rnostseriously doubt its application to the question in hand.Assuming, however its truth I tthink that result may ba,far more fairly attributed to le~ almost endless codes andrevisions of codes, and rules, and restrictions, and regu-lations, and resolutions, by wbich these teachers arehemdin and surrounded on ail sides, than to thetraining they have received.
But if this fear as to the resaît of training is a well-founded mie, I believe most of us ivould at once go overto the opposition benches. Better, far~ hetter, to huave
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