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by the Government, would resuit in deing great goed for the
people of Ontario."

MODEL SCHOOLS AND TRÂCHERS.

Mr. Maolntosh preseÙted the report of the Committee on
model Schoola and teachers, which was as foflows :-l. That as
teaching ia a profession, its members require professional
training, and that ne -teacher shouid receive a certifleate who
has net received such training. 2. That in order to provide
such training, some existig public sochool in each electoral
division of the cou.nty, eiected by the Ceuncil of Publie Instruc-
tion, on the reoemmendatien of the Public Sehool Inspecter,
be oonstituted a Model Seheol, and that ail candidates for third
class certificates whe, have net previously taught a public school
for three years, be required te receive a training as pui
teacher in soe sucli Model for that period. 3. That the head-
masters of said Model Sehools be first.class certificated teachers
of at least five years' standing. 4. That Teachers' Institutes
be establishi in ecd county. 5. That each County Teachers'
Association having regular meetings at least quarterly, be
constitued a Teachers' Institute. 6. Thiat an Inspecter of
Teachei ' be appointed, whese duty it shiall h te visit eachi
Institute at least annualiy, and conduct its proceedings during
the whele ef one of its sessions. The report was adopi cd.

TOWNSHIP BOARDS V. SCITOOL SECTION BOARDS.
-Mr. Jas. Turnbull, B. A., read a paper on the above subject.

Hie remarked that it would be unjust te undervalue the services
which the present-Sool Section Boards have rendered te the
Province in the cause of education. The following is a recapitu-
lation of the suppesed disadvantages and advantages in the
Township -Board systcm :-The change lias net been demanded
by the mass ef the people. Thc difficuity in making a proper
division of sçhoel propcrty. The lack of a suitable distribution
of the trustees, and consequent neglect and faveuritism. Peer
and saial sections assisted by the more wcalthy part of the
township. Let what is considered by some well cnough alene.
A desire te retain power, and a fear that the new Board would
net take sufficient interest in ail tie sehools. Advantages :
Economy in time and money and in the nunîber of seheol
officers. The convenience te parents by the ahelishing ef
section boundaries. The saving of expenditure in havinfg a
sufficlent nunibar of gchool.houses, and ne more, in each te'wn-

shp, thus cffecting a saving in the erection of buildings, keepin
tham in repair, with their grouinds, &c., and cconomy in the
number of teachers empleyed. The perxnanency of teachers ini
their position, tending te increasad efficiency in the seheels and
a saving of time on the part of the pupils. An impartial tribunal,
from whi!ch tha teacher will neyer fail te secure justice, whicli
hie doas net always receive at the hands of the present Boards.
Pàyment of salary quartcriy. Teaciers' residences. Increased
remuneration and censequtent adherencc te the profession, if
net for life at least for a greater length of time tian is usua.
on the part of many at presant. The example of many of the
States of the Unio >n, Whici have adopted the systemi witi
excellent resuits, there being ne tendency te rcturn te the old
systemn. Increas9ed zeal on the part ef inspectors, and moe
efficient supervision in conjunctien with the Board in eaci
township. A 1 crier sehool in caci township, te WhiCh thE
eider puplis coulçd be promotad, introducing tLhe principiae e
townshipceompetitiva, examinations, and serving, te soe degree
as a sort of Normal and Model School fer the whoic township,
A vote of thanks was unanimously passed te Mr. Turnbull foi
tie able paper raad.

A discussion ensued. The subjeet was considered an impor
tantoe. There were many practical objections te the preseni
Boeard systein, but there were a faw obstacles in the way ei
changing it. Mr. Inspecter Carlyle, of Oxford, said if ther(
wua a change it would he the emancipatien of trustees an(
teachers. The sohools were at thc mercy of local prejudice
the teacherg were under the tiumh ef tic children, backed ul
by parents, who in their turn make the trustees back then
up. Mr. Inspecter Groat said he feit very earnest on thi
question. If there was a change in tie present systeinti
pepleaweuld have more contrel over the echools than they nei
Iiad. Tiare were neot only local prejudica but local difference
in ha-ing a à hange. lHe' a oke of twe trustees employini
tescher twe years ini a sihoodi against the wwlhes of uinc.tanth
of ilhe-péople iÜ i he plàe. tîntil they could show the -peopi,
the ben efit of a. c1ia#ge, they would net gatri4 ofthe resen
syster% frhich ha con~tndciad was working againet the e ofc
of schools? iand tlwre was ne questioni but the money ,ote4 fc

mhools ivas threwvn away undar the present systein. 1ie adro.
eated a central Board. Mr. Inspecter Smith spoke, 6f the
arbitrariness of trustees, and refêrred te the question ef
equalization of the assijesmant in townships for sohool purpeses,
mentiening that in oeatownship the people wcre paying nine
maills towards the sehool, whcreas in adjeining townships the
people only paid one and a half milîsi, and had the saine scicol
accommodation. Several ather speakers eendemned the present
system, and consideved that there should ha an immediate.
change.

ATTE'N1DANCE AT SCIIOOL.

Mr. Inspecter Fetheringham meved, and. Mr. McCalluni
seconded thie followin gresolution :-" That the evils cf irregulai'
attendanca, and non.attendance at our Public Sekhools tirougli-
eut tic Province is of& most serions ciaracter, and demands
immediate and stringent legisiation for its remoal."1-Carried.

The foilowing is a summary cf the papar prepared hy Mr.
Fotheringham on tic important question of seheol attendance:
-"4 We in Ontario have flattered ourselves for ycars tiat
we posscss enaetftic bcst, if net the best, school systein
ini tic world ; but when Dr. Rycrson speaks of the 38,535
who entcred ne school in 1871, as ' an ominous and humiiiating
item' in our scho9l statisties, hae neitiar uses tee strong
laîuguage nor dees haie aggermte the figures.. Te show
the probable return frein our seheol axpenditure, I have made
several comparative estimates cf werk donc in cities, towns,
and villages on thceona iand, and in counties on thc other, and
do net find ticeona muai more satisfaetery than tic other ;
but as it may ha urged that private seheols and academias in
cities, may make tic percentage,*-cf attendanca or non-
attendance on instruction which I may bring forward less
raiabla, I shall confina myscîf te statisties of counties for tic
prasent ; and, 1 fear, wa shaîl find items "4ominous and
humiliating"I beyond what most have dreaint cf.- The scool
population ef Ontario (from 5 te 16) in tic counties in 1 8 ï1
was 392,559 ; wa may, as ascertained by facts and calculations.
add oe-feurti of tÙis numbar te itself te get thîe population
from 5 te 21. This wili give us 490,700 in tic counties. The
number cf all ages that enterad scicol in 1871, was 358,895.
This leaves 131,804, or 27 per cent., cf tic sciool population
that did not enter any public sciool at al!! Again, nearly
40,00() attended less than 20 days in the ycar; and ever 73,060
attended under 50 days. Ail tic education these 113,000
clîildren could get in 20 or aven 50days amounts te netiing.
We may therefere add over 22 per cent. more te tic number
deriving ne benefit frein tic aducational opportunities previded
by tic Public Sciiooîs. Altogetiier, tierefere, ncarly 50 per
cent. of our young people arc not being educatad at tic Public
Sclloois. But in ad~dition, over 95,000 in tlîe counties attended

f under 100 days, and 76,000O attended under 150 days. WVe may
,l therefore set down 17-1,000, or 34 par cent. more, as heing only

mperfectly educate, if regular attendance can ho tic test.

53(3 attended from 150 te 2M) days,and 18,608 attended over 200
316days. If these represent regular attenders and successful

8students, ive have nearly 15 per cent. of tic sciooi population
[j taking full advantage of tic provision needful for popular
einstruction. To summarize, ive have over 244,y000 young people

d raaping little or ne advantage froin our Public S'chools;- iv
ýhave over 171,000 taking only partial advantage ; whilst only
>.2,ý)247 are attending full or nearly fuil time, 50.par. cent.
rgatting little or ne education ; ever 34 per cent. heing imper-

fectly instructed ; and 15 per cent, or 72,000 being educated at
annual cost of $17383>340. What hava wa te say for Iltlîis

It Canada of ours Il now ? I"Wiither ara we drifting ? 'l ave
,f wc net been playing Ilscicel," like children, only on a gigantic
le scale? Have wc net been werking blindfold ? Self-blinded?
d We hava borrowed and purchased on aIl hands. It secins a

matter of fact tiat Our freé sehools have brougit with thein
more irregularity and indifference than were apparent under

p tic rate-bill systein. This doas net imply tiat frec sohools
isare a failure. It oniy proves that the nacessary concomitants

Le were not providad whan tic froc sehool scheol ivas intreduced.
w Now, we think tic figures given aboye answar In the affirmative

Stic question: Our educational systein has faîled, and tcrrihly
afailad. Taka, if you wihl, any tan young men or womcn, at
Lrandoin, wio hava taken a regular and ordinary course at a

ae Public Sehool, and how many cf them will yeu flnd intellieent,
Sfluent and correct in reading,, peaking, and writiftg ? - Net

more than ona. hlardly that. eot oniy deo hildren attend
)r irragularly, but the. instruction given bas been meostly unat.
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