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What is the Chuirch ! 5 3

the Jews. assemble together ina onte place ut stated lime'; to ubserve Ille
institutions of the gospel. It is necessarily divided intu a grena rnany so
cieties and associations, but stili eachi is an integral part of the Universel
Church, anid may, Nvitli proprietv, be called, the Church. There is une
law of beaven fixing a certain number of persons, as being absolutely
neccssary to the formation, or existence of a Cburcb. Wberever there
aire two or threc professing litith in Christ, they may by virtue of bis war-
rant and appointmcent, meet for religrious conversation and devotional
exercises. Our Lord declares. "lVWhore two or three are grathered togeth-
er je niy name, ihere arn 1 irn the widst of them." Such a society,
though not organized wvith Offace-bearers, lias a public pirofession-Ille
essential characteristic of a Church, and is also ani integral part of the
Universel visible Cliurcb. A religins fmily, latvhicb t)e several parts of
worship are daily perfurmed, is, frora the hcad of it being ruler, religious
teacher, and leader of !lhe devotional exercises, tu soine extent an or-
ganized cliurch. IVe rend of ihe church. ouin thc house of Aquila and
Priscilla," and of the churcb, firan the bouse of Nymphas." There may
bave been others essociated ivith these families ira religious worship and
ebristian communion. D3e this however as it may, ira as mach as each of
these families made, separately. a publie profession of' the true religion,-.
each exbibited an essentiel claeracteristic of thte C/turc/a, and %vas an integ-
ial part of the Universel visible Cliurch. One congregation of men and
ivoirien professing subjection to the Gospel of Christ, ohserving tbe ordi-
nonices of religion and baving a compliment of oflice-beorers, to teacb.
mile, exercise discipline, and manage its affairs, is the Church regularly
organized; but stili, it is oaly au integral part of the Universal visible
Church. Such ivos the Ohurcli of E phesus; îhe office-bearers of whichi
Paul exhorted, sayiag : ilTake heed therefore unto yourselves, and £0 ail
the floch-, over the whiclh the Holy Gbost hath mode you overseers, tu feed
the Churcb of God, wbich lie bathi purchased with his owvn blood."* (Act.
20, 28.) A number of regularly organized engregations, associated to-
gether under one ge-ieral jurisdiction, for mutual edification and thme defence
of the truths of tho Gospel, is t/he C/turch, ; but still, it is only an irategral
part cf the Universal visible Cburch. AU the disciples ira Antioeh are
caUled the Church; but it is obvious from their being called - a great
number" ant "much. people that there must bave been, at least, more than
one congregation of them. AIl the disciples in Jerusalem, are called the
C/turc/c ; but as there ivere many thousa nds of them, and as the Aposties
coaîiaued a long lime after the day of ?eatecost, labouring among them,
there must have been several congregations of them. Tbe minister and
eIders of a single congregation, or of a number of essociated congregations
are, ira their meetings tu decide coutroversies, give advice, and to adminis-
ter discipline-the Church : because they aire freely chosea tu their sev-
,eral offices by the congregation, or congregations £0 ivhich they belong.
iheir utcs asri aualuorir.atively, the aets of the wholo congregation, or osso-


