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The object of this volume is to give an historical sketch of the manner in
which the matter of religious proof ha% been deait witlh (1) by Christ (2) by the
Aposties and (3) by tlieir followers in post-Apostolic ages. Two beneficial
resuits, it is claimed, flow froin a study of the apologetie inethods which have
been followed in the past. In the first place, the fact, that Christ, the Aposties
and their followers have offered proof iu favor of Christiauity, produces a strong
conviction that sucli proof is available. lu the second place, as a history of
ancient 'warfare may serve to kindie patriotism and love of freedomn, in those
'who have discarded mnethods and weapons fornierly used, the modemn defender
of Christianity may reoeive stimulus and inspiration, from a study of the imai-
ner in which the defence of Christianity has been conducted in the past. More-
over it is possible that there is one apologetie, essentially the saine ina ail ages,
whichl may be studied with advantage as it lias appeared from turne to turne in
the history of Ohristianity.

The first book of this work deals with the apologetic methods of Christ and
the Aposties. Beginuing with the teaching of Christ in relation to apologeties,
our auithor seeks au answer to the question: What does our Lord teach concemu-
ing the sources and grounds of Christian evidences, or the nianner in Nvhich
these evidences are to be adduced?2 The ansiver is found ini the instructions of
Christ to, the disciples and in ]Ris own practice.

IE, apology a Christian duty?2 How is this duty to be gone about?2 These
questions are deait witth in the discourse recorded in Lul<e 12: 1-12. It is not
concealed from the disciples, that their allegiauce to Christ may endaniger their
lives. lu the presence of death they are enjoiaed to anaintain an unflinching
ealmnness. Sucli a deineanour is possible for theni, because they have the sup-
port and direction of the Holy Spirit. They are te endure trial aud answer
their opponents, as iu the presence of the triune God.

In discussing the practice of Christ as regards the defence of Christianity,
while Dr. Macgregor insists upon thre value of His appeals to propheoy, whether
found in the Old Testamnent or uttered by Hianseif, and to miracles, he laya
special empliasis upon thre Lord's personal testimnony to the trutir of Christian-
ity. If we assume that Christ knew whether He was the Divine Son of God or
notr-aud there le no warrant for uiaking the contrary assumption that He wivs


