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we are told. The Christians continue to give liberally, and their contribu-
tions to home missions show no diminution. The number of candidates
for the ministry steadily increases.

The mission of the American Episcopal Church is especially encouraged,
reporting better prospects in the provinces than ever before. The mission
has been reorganizing its methods of work under the energetic leadership
of Bishop Hare, of South Dakota. It is now in harmony with the Con-
gregational and Presbyterian missions in giving a large share of responsi-
bility and control to the Japanese in all departments.

No table of gencral statistics has been prepared this year. The Nippon
Kirisuto Kyokwai (Presbyterian Reformed) reports 960 baptisms and a
net increase of 350 members during the year. The total is now 10,961
members  The contributions for the work of the Church during the year
were 16,628 silver dollars. The Kumiai churches (Congregational) report
1040 baptisms, a net increase of 668, and a total membership of 10,037.
Their contributions during the year were 20,895 silver dollars. These two
communions include almost two-thirds of the Protestant Christians in
Japan, and from their reports we may fairly judge the condition of all.

While thus the increase is much smaller than ia years past, still is
there great cause for thankfulness. The Gospel has been preached ; the
congregations have gathered in their churches Sunday after Sunday ; Bible
and Tract Societies have distributed their supplies ; the schools have been
maintained in spite of many discouragements ; orphanages and hospitals have
ared for the bereaved and suffering ; in public and in private the secd
has been sown beside all waters.  All the varied forms of Christian activity
are carried on with faith, hope, and increasing dependence upon our
Saviour-Lord.

THE LIBERAL CIRISTIANS.

One of the Congregational winisters, a member of the well-known
“Kumamoto Band,”” withdrew from his Church in the spring. He
printed 2 book based upon Pficiderer and Keim. His secession was the
sensation of the hour, and the fivst cdition of his book sold ont at onece.
His congrezations, however, refused, to follow him, and his friends hastened
1o announce their want of sympathy with his position. He was welcomed
by the Liberal Christians, but has not identified himself with any branch
of their force.

The theological unrest of a year ago has subsided. The presence ot
the Liberal Christians has not been without its benefits, for it has given
shape to that which was undefined and in the air.  Men have scen that
they must choose, and the Christians have examined the foundations of
their faith.  Never was the divinity of our Lord so firmly and intelligently
beld. The theological unrest has given place to an carnest desire for His
pesenee and blessing.  Not in contraversies or in movelties, but in the
omtpouring of the Spirit would the Church know and do the truth.



