
ive are told. The Christians continue to, give liberally, and tlîeir contribu-
tions to home missions show no diminution. The number of candidates
for the xninistry steadily inercases.

The mission of the American Episcopal Churcli is cspecially encouraged,
reporting better prospects in the provinces tlian ever before. The mission
lias bccn reorganizing its mcthods of wvork under the cnergctie leadership
of l3ishop Ilare, of South Dakcota. It is now in harmony with the Con-
gregationai and Prcsbyterian missions in giving a large share of responsi-
biity and -control to the Japanese in aldepartmcnts.

No table of gencral statisties lias been preparcd this year. The Nippon
]Kiisuto Kyokwai (Presbyterian Refcrîned) reports 960 baptisrns ana a
net inecase cf 350 members during the ycar. The total is new 10,961
meniliers The contributions for the work of flic Clitirch durinr tlic ycar
vere 16,62)8 silver dollars. The Knîîuiiai cliurcics (Congregatienal) report
1040 liaptismas, a net increase cf 608, and a total meînbership cf 10,037.

Tîjeir contributions during, the ycar -were 20,895 silver dollars. Tiiese two
r'niunmunions include almost two-thirds cf tîte Protestant Christians in
Japan, and from their reports we may fairlv judgc the condition of al.

M7hfle thius tlic increase 15 machi srnallcr than Li years past, still is
lhere great cause for thiankfalness. Tuec Gospel bas been prcaeffcd ; tue
congregaions bave gathered in their clitirclic', Sunday aftcr Sunday ; Bible
ad Tract Societies bave distributed their supplies ; the sehools bave been
maintained. in spite of many discouragemnets ; erpbanages and bospita!. have
camad for the becaved and suffcring ; in public and in private flic sec.d
bis been sown beside al! waters Ail the varied fcrms cf Christian activity
ire carried on withi faitb, hope, and incrcasing dependence upon our
Saviour-Lord.

TUE LIDERAL CITRISTIANS.

()ne cf the Congregational n;.initers, a umenîher cf the well-known
,,Kumamioto Bantd," withidrew froin bis Church in flic epring. He
,pnnted a bock bascil upon Pfleiderer ana Keiim. lis sccession was thn,
sensation of the bour, and flic first edition of blis book sold eut uit once.
]lis conigr", tions, bowevcr, refuîscd. te follow Min, and his fricnds bastened
to annotince their want cf synipathy witlî bis position. Hc was welcomed
liv the i:bers Ch>lristians, but bias net identificd hiniseif with any branch
ci ilicir force.

Tfli thîeological iuurest of a yeur aýgo lbas subsidcd. The prcscncc ci
the Liberal Christinns lias not been witlhout its lienefits, for it bias given
shape te, that whlichi was undeflned al ic h air, Mciei bave scenfln
thier must choose, and the Christians ]lave exaniined the foundations cf
itir fiitli. Neyer was the divinitv of our Lord so firnily and intelligently

beid Tlî thicloical unrest bias given place te, an carnest <lesire for Bis

prmenee and lesn.Nat iii contro,ýersies or in inveltites, but in flhe
oltpourinig cf Ille Spirit wolld the Clîurch Lknow and a-) Ille truth.
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