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our city governments are controlled by this element, and when it gets
the ascendency the people are cursed by the most corrupt rule ever in-
flicted upon a Christian people. This is the Force that is at war with
our American Sabbath, and with all our American ideas and habits in
relation to social cconomics. It is an un-Ameriean, socialistic, athe-
istic, dynamite force that is fast intrenching itself in the chief centers
of our commercial, social and political life. Its manifest purpose is to
revolutionize the entire order of things, in the interest of what is called
labor, socialism, communism, the rights of the masses ; and it will
do it, if suffered, even though it drenches the nation in blood, and
plunges it into a state of absolute anarchism.

The city is also the chief seat of the saloon or ligquor power.
Here it has rapidly grown into a formidable power, antagonistic to
every interest of the individual and of the public. Here it is in-
trenched, and corrupts and ruins, and crowds our prisons and jauils and
asylums with its vietims, sets laws at defiance, and outrages decency
and public sentiment. Such a gigantic iniquity—satanic in character,
satanic in its work and designs—never before in the sunlight of heaven
so afflicted and cursed o Christian community. It decoysand pollutes
our young men. It controls the ballot-box. Itcorrupts our legisla-
tuares, and dictates to our political parties. It spends money freely
to gain its ends. It has of late grown arrogant and defiant. In our
recent election it dictated the nomination, and carried the election of the
Governor of the Empire State, the friend and abettor of their interest
and schemes! And they will rule him and wse him, and he dare not
say nay to his masters. There is not at the present time an element or
force in American politics and American social life so powerful for
evil, so actively at work to corrnpt and destroy all that is good, as the
liquor power, the saloon element, which our cities foster. And it will
vet throttle the city and the nation, if not checked and put down.
The more than 200,000 saloonists who flank our thronged streets and
avenues are mostly foreigners, multitudes of them are ex-conviets,
and their dens are so many centersand sources of political corruption,
as well as of social ruin and crime in every form.

3. The most alarming fact of all, in our judgment, is, that ¢%vis ap-
palling state of things islardely the produwct of owr boasted mod-
ern civilization ! If it were caused by accident, or by agencies and
forces which are artificial and transient, there would be infinitely less to
fear from it, and we might reasonably hope that society would in time
right itself and pass the crisis without serious permanent damage.
Bug, alas! we can indulge in no such pleasing dream. The causes
which have produced the several great evils and imminent dangers
which to-day threaten the United States, and more or less threaten
every other civilized nation on carth, are radical in character, every -
one of them. They enter into the very structure of modern life.



