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Department of the Interior—Annual
Report.

A copy of the blue bovk coutaining the ao-
nual report of the Domiuion Department of
the Interior for the year 1892 rcached ‘F'ng
CovroxisT last month.  This coutains « state.
ment of ull the work dene in the various
branches of the Departiment during the year,
much of which is of interest nud value to
Canadu. It opens with the report of the
Deputy Minister of the Iaterior und then tukes
up in Part 1, the reporis on Dominion Laads;
in Part 2, the reports on Dominion Lands
Surveys; in Part 3, the reports on the North-
west Territorivs: in Part 4, a report on fKee-
watin; in Part 3, a report on Rocky Mouatain
parks; in Part G, the reports on immigration;
and in Part 7, a report on the Peace River and
its territorice.

Deputy Slinister Burgess in his report out-
lines the whole of the sork of the departineat
for the year, giving a great deal of information
about immigration, &c. In opening he says:—
““The greate. part of the business of this de-
partment, inall its ramitications, consisting, as
t does, mainly of the survey of public linds,
the introduction of settlers from other countries,
and the placiog of such settlers on homesteads,
commences with opening of spring and closes
with the setting in of wioter. In order, there.
forc, that Parliament may have a fairly accur-
ate idea of what lizs transpired Quring the
season next preceding the scssion, it isabsolute.
1y necessary that this report should be brought
down to theend of Deceraber.” Mr. Burgess
then zoes on to show how difficult it is to get
the matter in shape and through the printer's
bazds in the limited time which such arrange.
meat leaves them. e notes two imporiant
changes affecting the departmcat, one the
transfer of the immigration aud emigration
from tho Department of Agricultvre to the
Department of the Interior, and the other was
the retirement of the Hon. Mr. Dewdocey from
the Ministry and the appoiatumicot of Mr.
Daly ¢ the vacancy. Mr. Bargess then goes
ontomy: * Thesubjects of immigration and
the scttlement of the putlic lands arc uaturaliy
very closely allied.  Apart froea this, the tead-
cocy of immigraticn has of recent yearz been
80 Istgely io the directivn of the imnicuse and
fertile agricultural aicas of Maanitoba and the
Northwest Territorics that the cunvenience of
administration appeared 0 indicats the desic
ability of having both suljects under the cea-
trol of the same department. 1 taks this op-
portunity of sayiag for myseli aud the gentle.
men who are associated with me under the
Ministerof the Interior, in the administeation
of the affairs of the Departmant, how deeply
acosiblo wo are of the great importaany of the
queation, aud of the coormoun additional rve.
sponsibility which has bean pliced upen uw
1 also ke the opproriuaity of giving expression
to our gratitude to Mr. Joha Lawe, the Depaty
Minister of Agricultare, for hix geacraus readi-
naas on all oecasions to give us the benetit of
hisintimate knowledze and experieace aoyzitel
dariog the many yeara this braach of the pablic
basiness was under his personsl supercisioa.
It wozld bo diffi:ult to expressin word the
extent to which this dirporition on the past of

Mr, Lowe has facilituted the satisfactory con-
tiouance of the work sinceit has been attached
to the Department of the Interior.”

In the re organization of the immigration
service, comstquent upon the change, the first
questions which presented themselves for con
videration were: 1st. Thecontinuanceof theiin.
wigration agenciesinthe Eister Provinces; 2ad.
The continuance of the immigration agencies
as such iu Manitoba, the Northwest Territories
and Biitieh Columbia. 3rd: Tho cantinuance
of the collection of immigeation statistice. Mr.
Burgess was instracted by Minister Dewdooy
when the chauge was decided npan to make a
a thorough study of the whol: matter, with a
view to determiniryg the best manner of con-
ducting the emigration work. The reault of
his investigation was that he recommended
that the distribating agencies at Victoria and
Vancouver, B.C., London, Hamiiton, Toronto,
Kingston, Prescott, Port Arthur and Owtawa io
Ontario, and Sherbrooke, Qacbee, be abolishe 1,
Apn Order.in-Conacil was passed shortly after-
wardy carrying this recammendation into eftest.
He al<o recommended that the immigiation
agencies in Manitoba aad the Nerthwest, ay
such, be closed vp and the business pat into
the haands of the Domiaion lLinds agents,
eo that the settlers coming isto the
country “would only have to deal with one
set of cfficialy, as it was thought that the
work could easily be all accomplished thraugh
the land cffices.  As to the third subject—
the collection of emigration statistics,—it
was thought that the results obtained fromn the
work were not of auy great value or fmnport-
ance, and did not justify the somewhat heavy
expenditure involved, o this work was dropped.
It is expected that the savings iu salaries alone
ic Cagpsdian agencies, as a rcsult of these
changes will be about §20,000.

Regarding the inspection of pauper chillren,
Mr. Burgess gays: **1think it may be of some
coasequence in this rclation to pablish the fol.
I»wing extract from the repurt of the Laeal
Government Braarl of Loudon, Eaglind, for
1S3 02 in refuienc: to the pauper children
cmigrating to this country :—

“Since the issuc of our last report we
have received through the Coloaial Oifice

farther  reparts made by  immigration
officers  of the Caoadian Deparlincat  of
Agiiculture  respecting  visits  made by

thein 2o the homes of children who were tent
out to Canzada by baards of guardiana with our
approvel  Theso reporis rcdaied to 370 sash
cluliren, scven of whoan conld uot, liowever,
bo traced by the immigation offizers.  Weare
glad to find that, with few cxceplions, the re-
poris are of & satisfactory natuze. The chiliren
are repartad Lo Le geoerally contented and wetl
cared for, amd the geeater number of their
homes 1o Le free from o -joction. Thaugh n
miny cazes referente is male to faalis 1u the
charact=r, cisp ition or h=bits of the childsen,
tiiere appeams to have been compantively few
instances where the foater pateats have ex-
presaed an intention to part with them in con-
seqacace.  The reports show thatin same of
tho cases the clillren and their foster parents
have locome greatly attachal in each other,
and thet in othars the fster-parents take an
uuns<itizh aod parental interest in the piesent
and future welfase of the cliliren comimisted
10 their keiplog. Trere avo somewhat iewer
caxes than formerly ia which children are
taid {o have beea adepied 3 Lut ft is appar-
end, both from the present and fonmer ro-
ports, that the system of adeption does not,

in Canada, nccessarily imrly that tho foster-
parent accepts once for all the care of a child
as his own. With rogard to five homes only
the reports are nut favorable, and in two of
thess the children are stated to have been
not well used and not well treated or suflicient-
ly fed. ‘Iho imwmigeation oflicers havo vaport.
ed unfavorably upon the bodily or inental con-
dition of cight of the children, aud oano of
those children hus been returned to Eugliud as

ineane. These reports show incidentally that
for the nost pirt children aro placed
out on the understanding that they will

be bourded, clothed and educated until they
uttain the sge of 15 years, after which thine
they are paid wages at the rate of §3 or $4 per
month, ‘They also show that the homes in
Curala connected with the varicas emigration
societivs are of greal assistance in connection
with the welfare snd 2upervision of children.
Children who are dissati~fied, ill, or in tnsatis
factory homes, appear o be frequently received
back into thess homes, whenco they aro again
placed out, after haviag reccived further train.
g or medical treatmeat =3 may be pecessary.

“We nave caused copies of the reports to be
sent to the eeveral boaras of gaardians respon.
sible for the emigeaion of the children, and
have requested fuiler ioformation as zegards
such cages as appesrad to us to require ex.
planatior.”

Oi the immigration duriog the year 15892,
this repors says: ‘The iminigration during
the year 1832, has shown av increase which
considering the ivfluence exerted by the cholera
epidenic, is very satisfactory. Tae collzction
of statistics of hnmigation havipg been dis.
contioued throughout Canada, except at a few
points, as alteady explained, the comparative
tables hitherto publisiied Lave, a5 a necessary
conscquence, been abandoned; but it wnay not
be out of place to draw attention to the figures
obtained from the agensies of the Department
at Halifax, Qacbecaud Montreal. Thearrivals
at theso threo points were in round numbers
52,000. Tleee people comprised 25,000 who
declared their intention of tettling in Canads,
whilo the majority of the remainder wore avow-
cidly envouiz %o the Uoited States. Manitobs,
the Nerthwest and Brizish Columbia, claimed
12.090 for their share, and a very interesting
check was cstablished as regards this inovement
of immigrants by makiog a comparison between
the number reported by theimmigration agents
and the tickets issued by the Caradiaa Pacific
sud the Grand Trunk Rilway compinies. The
to'al nombher of ‘‘souls” bouad for Mae-
itoba, the Northwest aod British Colambia
during the six moaths of 1802 swas
7,252, while the tickets imsued for
tae same period by the two companies rep
reseas 3,408 aduits.  Tnese tickets beingfor
¢ adulls,” have to bo converted into *‘souls”
snd thisis desc by adding one third to the
number of tickets issaed, which wmakes the
total of “soals’ 7,291, Then, again, tho
number passing Port Arthae was reported by
the agent at that poiat as being 7,220, Taking
into considewativn the inovitablo ovetlipping
of returcs at the beginaing and cnding of the
term, the extremely close approximation of
figures is remarkable, and muat be considered a
conclurve preof thas the information obiainod
Ly the immigration ag:nts is thoruaghly cor-
rect.  Atoat 7,009 cabin passengers aro in-
cluded inthe zreicals, bat it has been foand to
be impossible, exoept as o a few landingat
Halifax to aertain their oltimato destin.
ations with suy degree of cerlainty.



