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CHAPTER XVIL,
THE HOME-COMING.

.F course they did not quarrel. “We
live in the nineteenth century Toler-
ance of opinion exists in the domestic circle
as well as elsewhere; and no reasonable
man would like his wife to be that vague
and colorless reproduction of her husband
which Lady Sylvia, all unknown to Balfour,
had striven to be. She ought to have her
own convictions ; she ought to know how to
govern her own conduct; nay, more, he
would allow her to do as she pleased. There
was but one condition attached. ¢You
shall have your own way in every thing,’ said
the man in the story to his wife ; ¢but you
can’t expect to have my way too.’ Lady
Sylvia was welcome to act as she pleased ;
but then he reserved the same liberty for
himself,

This decision he came to without any
bitterness of feeling. He was quite anxious
to make all possible excuses for her, Doubt-
less she preferred Surrey to Piccadilly. It
is true, he had looked forward to her being

a valuable helpmeet to him in his political
life ; but it was perhaps expecting too much
of her that she should at once interest her-
self in the commonplace incidents of an
election. He would be well content if this’
beautiful, tender-eyed creature, whose ex-
cessive sensitiveness of conscience was,
after all, only the result of her ignorance of
the world, were to wait for him in that sylvan
retreat, ready to receive him and cheer him
with the sweet solicitude of her loving ways.
And in the meantime he would try to make
their companionship as pleasant as possible;
he would try to make this journey one to
be remembered with pride and gratitude.
If there were one or two subjects which
they avoided in conversation, what of that?
And as soon as Lady Sylvia heard that
the Chorleys and Mr. Bolitho had left
Mainz, she became more tender and affec-
tionate than ever toward her husband, and .
would do anything to meet his wishes.
Learning that certain of his political friends
were at the momentat Lucerne, she offered
to go thither at once, so that he might have
something to interest him apart from the
monotony of a wedding trip ; and although,
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