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It is about six years since, that business required me to
go to Coalesland, a village about three miles from Dun-
gannon, and about 38 miles North of Belfast. I proceeded
in the afternoon, and after completing my business was
returning home , when arriving at the Drumeloss Colliery,
I perceived a man dressed in the manner of a gentleman,
!emnng against the gate, sobbing, and rubbing hus hands ;
supl)osmg from his appearance that something was wrong,
I advanced and inquired the cause of his trouble, but being
unable to answer me, I conjectured the man must be drunk,
and accordingly left him ; but had not proceeded far, when
I met o woman apparently out of her right mind, her hair
flying about in  strange manner, and clapping her hands,
a8 it in great distress; on enquiring the cause of her
{rouble, she involuntarily pushed on without answering my
question ; for the moment, I was at a loss to know to what
to attribute the conduct I had just witnessed, both on the
part of the gentleman and the woman, for it was now
midnight; both evidently in distress, and neither answer-
ing the questions I had asked them; to me, it appeared
somewhat wiusual and unacconntable.

Being dotermined to find out the cause of all this, I pro-
cecded “after the woman, who now began to tear her hair
out, and catching hold of her by the arm, demanded to
know what was the matter, she turned round, and with a
laok, and expression of countenance, I shall never forget,
said, in a hasty tone, < My God ! don’t you sce the gentle-
man in the ditch, and his horse and gig on the top of him ;»
having run to the place to which she pointed, and looking
down the ‘prccipice, I there perceived a splendid grey horse
and gl;{;, the horse struggling, as if drowning. I knew not
what to do, to attempt releasing them myself were but
useless, to remain idle would be culpabl>. I ran, with the
greatest speed to the colliery gate, and commenced knocking
and shouting with all my might, for assistance, and call-
ing on the nen to bring torches; in less than ten minutes
about sixteen men might be seen running towards the place
Where they heard the shouting, each with a torch in his

and. I hastened them on to the spot where the scene had
occurred, but no person appearing in the gig, we were for
Some time in hopes that all was not so bad as we expected,
but ona of the men having put his arm under the g1g soon
convinced us of the melancholy fact, that a man was under-
wcath it, we immediately sef to getting him out, which
‘Was no easy tnsk, owing to the depth of water in the ditch,
and the gix being so finnly bound; after some time we
succeeded in recovering the body, which we conveyed to
i{xe nearest housey and after using our weak efforts, for some
time, to restore animation, found it was allin vain, the
Yital spark having fled. It now came into my mind that the
gentleman I had scen at the gate must be the deceased’s
companion ; I nccordingly went to him, for he was unable
0 leave his position, I enquired of him if he knew any-
thmg of the unfortunate affair; if he was travelling with
~irhe eceased, or knew his name, ¢ O yes,” said he, ¢ that
+ amy” he could say no more; I assisted him into the
house, and placed him on a seat, and having again looked
A the corpse immediately recognised it as Mr. Samucl
B, of éookstown, in whose house I had spent an
ovening, but a few days previous. M, feelings, at that

moment can be better imagined than described. I now
felt myself bound to take an active and interested part,
and proceeded, in presence of two others, to take an account
of his cash, and other property on his person, we then
saved the horse, and got out the gig, and after making some
further arrangements, such as sending messengers to his
family and friends, &c., I got a person to assist me in
bringing Mr. M , (deceased’s friend) into Dungannon,
A Coroner’s Inquest was held the next day on the gody of
the deceased, and a verdict of accidentaldeath wasreturned.

Mr. B was a resident of Cookstown, in which
place he owned a great deal of property ; his fellow travel-
ler, Mr. M » was a merchant in_the same place,
and having some husiness to transact in Dungannon, they,
that morning, left Cookstown, at am carly hour, for that
purpose. Previous to their leaving home, Mrs, B
expressed a wish that her husband would not go to Dun-
gannon, as by writing his business would be done as well,

ut Mr. M assured her that nothing would happen
him, and insisted on his going, adding that he would
engage to deliver him to her, in the evening, all right, and,
in a jesting manner, told Mr. B to get into the gig
and come along.

They went to Dungannon, and after getting through with
their business, dined with Mr. S—— at the Brewery. After
dinner they drank a few glasses of whisky punch, and it
being, by this time, eight o’clock, they left for the purpose
of returning home (having nine miles to go). While their
horse was getting ready at the hotel, they sat down to
supper, after \Vhi&\, they indulged rather freely in drinking
punch, and left about eleven o’clock, in a state of intoxica-~
tion. They had only proceeded one mile when Mr.
B , Wwho was driving, dropped his whip, Mr. M.
said he would get it, and leaped out for that purpose; in
the meantime, the horse became restive, and IVE'Y{;
reigned him back, although he was cautioned about the
danger of his situation, he continued pulling back, until one
of the wheels went off the road, and all was capsized ; Mr.
M now seeing his helpless state, being quite unable
to render any assistance himself, did not even attempt {o
aive the least alarm, but stood nearly motionless, as
described wgren 1 first saw him.

It appears that the woman spoken of had been near at the
time, and saw 2ll that had occured, but the occurrence had
such an effect on her feelings, that she became overpowered,
and she too was unable to give any alarm.

The inquest was conducted in as private 2 manner as
cigcumstances would admit of, it being (he wish of the
friends and relatives of the deceased, that it should not be
made known to the world that the untimely and melancholy
fate of Mr. B——— was occastoned by drunkenness.

R. D.
Cobourg, Feb., 1843.
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The Opium-Trade and Christian Inconsisteney.

The attention of the public has been powerfuly directed
of late to the evils of the opium trade, both from the platform
and the press and in the begining of April Jast the commit-
tees of the Wesleyan, Baplist, and London Missionary
Socielics, through Lord Ashly, petitioned the House of Com-
mons to abolish the traffic. gut these men who are so

anxious to prevent the health and morals of the Chinese from



