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portant duties. Our observations will be counfined
entirely to the statements aud cliarges, in which
the intercsts of the Presbyterian Church aild the
reputation and character of its ministers are wvolv-

Having got over many singular and queer things
in the address, we reached the following :—

4 There'liesbefore me a religious analysis of the
members of the present Howe of Assembly which
appeared in one uf ourmost respectable journals, and
which has never been comiradicied, mn whics 1 find
thinty six out of sixty-two, the whole number of Re-

resentatives, given to the Church of England, while
g\'e only are assigued tothe Church of Seodand.
New were weto take these inembersas inaaiing tihe
relative pr%ponim\ of thetwo M. s wonldnot
L apprehend be found very far fionn: auth. Tuisad-
mitted that the same journal gives four members ty
Presbyterians not of the Church of Scotland, and
therefore the Presbyterian denomination taken gener-
ally counts nine or ten Representatives ; bt the Kirk
repudiates the other Presbyterians, and caunot there-
fore take credit for any more than their own five,orl
believe from a recent vacaucy, six Representatives.”

This passage evidently shews that Dr, Strachan’s
skill in the science of ecclesiastical statistics—so
cclebrated since the appearance of his famnous ec-
clesiastical charl in 1826, deservedly excites very
high admiration. It is manifest, and many will
doubtless bz gratified by the discovery, that age
hes in no degree impaired his factlty of collecting
singular premises, and drawing very extraordinary
conclusions from them.  We shrewdly opine that
there is not another learncd person in Canad,
save and except the Doctor's sclf; that could have
ventured ta publish any thing half so profound as
this. Thatthe numbers of a religious sect in any
district in Upper Canada is to be inferred from the
religious denomination to whichits representatives
in the House of Asseinbly may belong,is a conceit
so far beyond what any ordinary man would form,
that we are absolutely ccstatised with its out of the
way originality,and yet its framer, conscious of liis
own vigorous grasp, and plainly familiar with the
magnificent, withiout any apparent disturbance of
thought, complaceatly avers—¢it wouldnot I ap-
prebend be found very far from the trush?  We
do not happen to know much of the religious pro-
fession or character of many of our Assembly men.
Could we be convinced that 2 true ccclesiastical
census might be deduced from this knowledge, we
should covet an opportunity of catechising them
sepanately o2 their relizious crecds; albeit we have
somefcars that several of them would ilibrook tobe
“targed tightly ” on this peint. But secing, as we
Jjudge, that the ccclesiastical census of the people,
cannot be inferred from the ccclesiastical census of
the House of Asscmbly, unless it be at the same
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time ascertained, that the latter carried their elcc-
tion solely in consequence of their attachment to
some particular creed, we do not feel much con-
cerned about the uncontradicted statements of re-
spectable journals, or even though the fact rested
on much better authority, It will however, we
believe, be seldom found that religious profession
enters as an clement in the judgment of electors
choosing their representatives.  We have vigited
the polling booths, looked upon the candidates at a
safe distunce, hicard them occagionally adventure
on a speech, narrowly obsesved the freemen rumb-
ling up to support their favorite, and we never
could discoverthat religion was there exerting the
slightest intluence. Mayhap however we were
not enough sharpsighted, and Doctor Strachan
after all may be right ; hut let us not be pronounc-
ed captions, should we desiderate more proof than
he lus furnished in his address,

Upon what authority we may ask does the Ven-
crable Archdeacon assert that “the Kirk repudi-
ates the other Presbyterians?” As lovers of truth
we do not hike tu read these loose assertions”made
by one whoshould be not less alover of truth than
ourselves. A very little inquiry might have con-
vinced the writer of the address that the assertion
which be has here hazarded is without even the
thinest shadow of a reason. It isknown to all
who have giveneny attentionto the proceedings
of the Synod (und no man should presume to say
any thing about them who has not giventhema
little attention) that they have been laboring for
several years, and are still zealously laboring to
promote the unity of the Presbyterian body on
principles as charitable as they are enlightened.
Our eflorts moreover have been attended with
some measure of success, Several of the ablest
ministers of the United Synod, together with their
flocks, have becn admitted into our fellowship ;
and had it not been for the machinations of our ene-
mies that success had been greater : toward this
object our prayers and exertions arve earnestly di-
rected and the Venerable Doctor in  his haste and
antipathy asserts what is not true when he says
« the Kirk repudiates the other Presbyterians.”

The following paragraph displays in a manner
not less striking,the Doctor’s statistical science:—

% There are_other grounds of approximatingloa
just estimate of our relative members.  The first sci-
tlers in the Provinee being U. E. Loyalists were prin-
cipally sumbers of the Church of England, and since
that period the number of Emigrants from the United
Kingdom has doubtless borne a proportion to the va-
rious religiovs denominations of the parent State.
Now of the twenty-four millions which the three




