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l'lie Last Ycars of 11 .hinfcn1 Ccntifin1.
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WVe liai-c hîad the pleasure of reviewingllç
ini these pages the entiro sori .,s of Mrs.
Latimier's preîvious vol unies or, tic princi-
pal cou jîtries of Europe iii the . aineteonth
century. In this book she gathiers up
tic thrcads of thînt narrative during its
last decade. It is more difficuit to obtain
a record of that; decade than of any other
iii the century. Its hiistory is still scat-
tere(l tbrouglîout the ycar-books, miaga-
zincs, newspapers aîîd contcnîporary
volumes.

This volumne ive thinktý indispensable
for ready roference to the stirring events
.,f recent years. Mrs. Latinier cxliibits
reniarable literary skill, lier books are
net nierely a dry record of fact, but
abound in those anecdotes, incidents and
gessip wbich give porsonal interest to
contemporary history. Slhe trace-s tue
somewhat turbulent record o! France ; the
remarkable progress of Russia, the Peace
Congress, the Ariîacnian and Crete and
Balkan confliets and tragedies ; the Dia-
moud Jubilce and expansion of England
i» India, i» tic Soudan, i» South Africa;
and traces the recent record of Italy,
Austria, Hungary and Spain.

This is one of the fen' books in which
Ainerican readers Nvill find the trutlî
about the Boer ivar. AIrs. Latiîîîcr gives
the bcst résumnéiwe have seen of this ivar.
Suie asks if Mr. Kruger, ivith ail bis Bible
rcading, ever read the ve-rse " «Ho swcar-
eth te lus nciglibour and disappointetb
hlm net, even tbough, it ivere te bis oiw»i
inidrance." England took over thieTrans-

vaal when it owed aquiart-er of a miillion
pounds anid adonlyl2s. Od.in»its trcas-ury,
and spent six million pounds in subduingT
the Kaflirs and Zulus. Mr. Kruger in-
i-ited the Englishi te settle in the Trans-
vaal and proînised thin equal riglits with
thbe Dutch. He n'as fraudulcntly clectcd
wben opposed l'y Joubert. 'in 1892 lio
told the Uitlanders, 1"Tell your people
that 1 shahl neve- giî'o thcmt anlything. I
shall nover change niy policy. And non'
lot the storm burst." In 1894 the Volks-
raad reccived a petitien for tho redrcss of
grievances signod by thiirty-tweû tlîousand

Uitlanders. Il; replied that "'if the signi-
ers wantcd the franchise tlicy inust figlit
for it." Thouglh indiv'idual Boers liave
bee» kindly, 1' the Boer Goveriiîiit lias
paid no respect to proîinises, and its highi
officiais wlio held ollhce under Mr. Krucr
arc not only treacherous, but cruiel. " He
brokec faith with the surrendered Jaineson
Itauders. "I ia'e sonîctim)es tol punish xiy
doga, lie said, ",sonie of thiî are good
and lick iny boots, &tiers get awvay and
suarl at nie." Mr. Edgarýr, an Uitauder,
,vas shot downi by a B3oer policemnan iii bis
own house, and the inurderer received
but slighit punishmcint. Kruger iînportod
rifles enoughi to armi every Dutchînaî in
Africa ; the Uitlanders were forbidden to
imnport. The ignorance and couceit of
the people iras colossal. A rural coin-
mnunity foriwardcd a rssolution to tho
Governmieiit beforo the war broke out,

ring an iinediate invasion of Engyland.
Thero were seventeen différent trusts or
monopolies on1 the necossities of life.
Mlany leading Boers sent thoir faîiflies to
Cape Towvn that they nmight be in safcty
duriîig the war.

The "sliiness" of the Boers ivas
notorious. Profcssing te surrender thecir
arms they hid thcmn in wells, in tho
thatch, in the greuind, and reck]ossly
broke their parolc. They fcd the people
on lies. The 1'Pretoria «Volkstein " an-
nouncod that Lords Kitchener and MeUîi-
uien were wounded, Lord ]Roberts a pris-
oner, and " the rest, of thz Englishi arniiy
have coinmitted suicide." Kruger n'as
the richost mian- in the Transvaal and the
most cerrupt. This wvriter blaines not
the duped and igoat Boers, but their
truculenît and trahrous leaders. She
confidently anticipates, that; the rosuit of
Uhi ar will be "in the interest of liberty,
justice and civilization tlîroughout South
Africa, including tic Transvaal itsolf."
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A tragic pathos isgiven to tlieso leaves
front the life of the Frenchlimartyr to
liberty frein the fact that they %vere
wvrittcn within five ininths of lier death
by the guillotine. Slue is still the


