THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

109

PARENTAL AFFECTION
FLUENCE.

When mothers are mentioned in the
brief record of the early life of some dis-
tinguished character in God's Word, we
have reason tothink that they had agre. t
influence in forming the character of their
children. © Joseph had the cuunsel and
training of his mother twelve or lifteen
vears. In the remarkable events in the
infancy of Moses, he was sent to his mo-
thar to have her shaping influence in the
formation of a character that lias Leen ad-
mired ty God’s people from this day down
to the present time. The power of the
mother in the case of Samuei and of Tim.
othv, is distinctly related in the Bible.

Throughout the history . of the Christ-
ian Church there are beautiful examples
of the faithfulness of mothers in training
their children for God. XNonna, mother
of Gregory of Nazianzen; Anthusa, mother
of Chrysustom; and Monica, mother of
Augustine, have secured a prominent
place in ecclesiastical history, mainly be.
cause of their devution to their children.
Indeed. we have nun instances of godly
mothers neglecting the religious training
of therr cusidren.  The Church in all its
brauches holds that to be important, and
enjoinsattentiontoit. Baxtergaveitashis
opinion, that if every parent would faith-
fully perform his duty in bringing up his
children in the nurture and adnonition of
the Lord, it would alinost render unneces
sary the living ministry. Shairp says:
¢t College learning is good, but all the
learning of all the univursities of Europe
cannot compensate for the loss of that
which the youth, reared in a religious
home, has learned in childhoud at his
mother’s knee.” .

Since the power of the Christian mo-
ther is recognized to be 8o great, it isa
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wonder that nmore mothers do not use it -

with greater effect. We fancy that Rev.
Dr. Payson, in writing to his mother when
a young mn, found vne defect, when he
says ‘“ Why cannot other parents learn
your art of mixing the friend with the pa
1ent.”
feleowship of the friend, with the author-
ity of the parent, would add immensely to
ths power of the parsnt. The reading of
the letters of his imnuther to President

A little more of the umestrained |

the anxiety and the tenderness of the mo-
ther's heart, which desired that her son
should be a goud man.

John Ashworth at early dawn heard
the voice of his mother, as she prayed
* Lord bless John! Keep him from bad
company, and wake him a good and use-
fulmen.” ** Her words went to my young
heart,” said he, *‘ and they are ringing in
my ears to this hour.”

‘¢ Home influences, directed hy a pious
mother,” Washington declared wee the
source of hiis success.  When his mother
heard of his success, she said ‘“ It was
nothing more than 1 expected, as Gevrge
was always a good boy.”

When well advanced in life, Thomas
Benton said: ‘ My mother asked me
never to use tubacco, and 1 never touched
it from that time to the prusentday. She
asked me not to gawme, and 1 have not.
\When I was seven years of age. she asked
me not to drivk, aud then 1 made a reso-
lution of total abstinence.”

President Lincoln's mother died when
lie was ten years of age, and even at that
early age he was well instructed in the
Bible, and he said ¢f his mather, *¢ Alk
that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my mo-
ther.” .

Said Rev. Dr. Bushuell of his mother :
* Long years ago she vanished; but God
stays by me still, emlracing mo m my
gray hairs, as tenderly and as carefully as
she did in my infancy.”

When the parents’ training and solici-
tude are apprecisted and acknowledged
before their removal froin the world, then
their care must come with great satisfac-
tion to their remembrance. Guizut once
wrote to his motherin the foilowing words:
“1f I ever do any real goud, the conso-
lation it way affurd you, will be my
sweetcst recompense.”

To please lhis father was one great
thought in the early life of Dr. Thomas
Gathrie, and he wrote at his death ** ¥
was anXious to pieage him by success in
wy studies, and when he died, } felt a< if
one great motive to exertion was gone.”

Dr. Payson wrote to his parents:
**Thanks be to God, that you are loved
and blessed by many who never saw you,
on account of your children.”

When the praises of the people ‘were
many, just after the writing of the mis-

Adams. 1cd a stranger to say to him one ; sionary hymn ‘‘ From Greenland's icy
day, ** I lave found out whdt made jou ;mountain,” Heber was found ** on his

the man you are.” Those letters revealed  hnees thanking God, not so much for the

IR



