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loring fellow who did not often wilfully
dizobey, but who was betriyed not un-
frequently by bis inipulees into serious
troubles.  He drew quite lagzely upon
the patienge of his paremts, and particu-
larly of his father., The latter was care-
ful, however, to study his boy's disposi-
tion and not to force iim unneecessarily
futo a corner where circumstanees would
bring sore pressure to bear upon his vir-
twe.

Returning one day from a visit to his
patients, the father found a favorite
walking cane of delicate fibre lying near
the door where the boy Y“ad incontinent-
ly abandoned it in terror at the sight of
the mishap and the conseynences. He
bad often been warned rot to ride this
hobby, but enchonted by its beauty and
perhaps inheriting a fancy for blooded
stack, he had stolon it off for a little race
around the front cirle, with disastrous re-
sult. And now the conscicnce-stricken
Jockey mat demurely turning the pages of
ome of his story-books in the library, ner-
vouely awaiting the hour of parental
judgement.

The father was pained at the Joss of his
favorite stick and «till more grieved at
$he waunt of self-control in hisson. His
first impulse was to confront the little
eriminal with his disobedience and hold
ki to strict ac-ountabihty., But he
paused to reason that this was yet but
a child, and that loveof truth wae only
existant as o seed, and not asa stron
plaut, in t.at aittle soul. He reflected
that the hoy ratn:e was stobbornly forti-
fying iteelf to fGnd escape from the im-
pending catastrophe of his misdecd, that
oonscienc. wasy . sorourly at work, and
that shame aud fear of the hlow to the
tather's Jove, if not dread of punishinent,
were agonizing the young spirit.  He fal-
1y realized the morsl perils that were be-
setting the moral temper of his boy and
#hs fierce conflict raging within his breaat.
And be resolved not to provoke his child
%o sin, but rather to lead him not into
Semptation. He knew that should he
sternly summon him to accoumt, all the
matural desire to escape from the dilem-
ma, with all the surreunding difficulties,
under the excitement of the ocoasion,
would press 80 heavily as possibly to
strain the boy's leve of the trnth and
&rive him into equivocation, if not into
the actual denial of the deed. It were
€vidently better to find a way of escape
for his beloved child ous of the mental
perplexities that oppressed him and that
might lead him into sin.
v¢Hence the wicc father's plan of action

was speedily formed. Leaving the brok-

en atick upon the ground, he quietly
passed through the house, until, withous
sceming to eeek hin, he came upon the
little recreant in bie place of refuge.
Then approaching him with a cheerful
face, he took the agitated child upon his
knee ani kiesed him, foldiagbim in his
arms. After a moment of silence to
soothe the treubled epirit, he quickly
eaid, “Papa loves his darling boy, and he
does not want him to saya single word
just now. Papa knows that his little boy

broken the pretty ceu~ and that he is
sorry for having disobeyed his papa, who
has often told lim not to play with it.
But papa is very glad that hisson would
mot tell a story about it, and next time,
when he has dene anything wrong he
must run to mect papa and tell hin all
abon it.’

In a moment the little arms were close-
ly twined abeut his father's neck and the
tender heart was throbking with sudden
relief as he poured his confession of sor-
row and pleas for forgiveness into the

ternal ear. There was no need of

urther punishment, for the awakened

oonscience had been administering enough
of that. And a lesson inlove of the trath
bad been given that was most effective,
while itsaved the weak young spirit frem
the heavy urgency upon it tc utter anun-
truth in the denial of the sin under fierce
exeitement.

It is right for us tostrengthen ana auin
the [ittle oner. But some parents reemn
to think it nccessary to test the veracity
of their children apon every trying ocea-
sion. The is too little of the parent and
tvo much of the jadge. Is it not, how-
ever, wiscr tofirst build ap and fortify
the spirit vather than forze it to a trial
where chil: hood is morally feeble and
virtue is ouly struggling for its foothold ?
Even the {ather of Washington was not
infallible ; nor is every lad as mo:ally
strong, nor even as old as the virtuous
Gecrge. May not fathers provoke their
children to falsehood under circumstance
raturally unfavorable to a healthful issue
of the trial?* It is far better to save the
juvenile conacience the scar of a lis by
patient, gentle treatment and encourage-
ment to speaking the truth, while it is yet
young and frail, than to put it to a fiyer
test ; and the lesson of truth-telling is
quite as inpressive and enduring, while
the self ri- ..cct of the cnild is maintained
and his courage for the future vastly in-
vigorated. — litux, Chris. Weekly.



