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loning fellow who didl iot otten wilfady
dfrobey, but who was betra.yed not un.
frequently hy hie nuica into serious
troubles. He Irew qulte la-giely upon
the. patiense of hie parent&, and particu-
Ia.ily of bi: father. The latter wus care-
fui, howevcr, to e3tUdy hie boy'@ di=psition andu utt to force him nnneteobri
ftt a corner where circumsetanea wou]d
bring more pressure to bear upon Ie vir-
tue.

Returning one day f rom a visit to hie
patientst, tbo fatiier found a favorite
welking cane odeliente fibre lying near
the door wbere the boy tiad incontinent-
ly abandoned it iii terror st the aigbt of
the inimhap and the co)neequences. Ne
had often been 'warnéd xnot to ride this
hobby, but euch.-nted by its beanty and
perhape inheriting a fane y for blooded
stock, lie hadi stolun it offfor a IitIe race
Around th( fi-ont cirle, with diatrouâ re-
suit. And inow tFe conscience-stricken
jockey sat demurely tnrning the pages of
one of his n~ory-books in thu library, ner-
vouabIy awaiting the hour oi parental
)isdgemcut.

The father wag pained at the ]ose nf hie
favorite stick and 5till more griev'ed at
the waut of Beif-control in hi8 son. Hii.
firit imnpulse was tca confront the littie
oriminal with his (lisobecdience aid hold
himn to Frnict ac -ouutalpihty. But be
paused to reaAon tbsLt this waa yet but
a chuld, and that love of trnth iva@ only
existawt aq a seeod, and flot as a etronjplan,., in t.ýit ifle boul. lic Mfileçtk

that the hoyr.atn:e was tttai>bornlv forti.
tyiug its;elf to find egcape froin the Ii-
pending ctitAstrophe of hdm mistied', that
OOflScietlc(, was' Nrm IV nt wu:kI, and
that Flhanie abd ftar ot the low to the
tablier'@ love, ii not drcad af punisb;neunt,
werc agonizing tie yoning spirit. {e fui.
ly realized the moral perils that were be-
etting the ninral temper of bi% boy and

*Ne fierce cenfiict raging withiu his brest.
&Ad lie resolvcd flot to provoh-e hie child
to in, but ratlitr to lead hiîn not into
temptation. Re knew that should he
aternly pli(on bim ta accouat, ail tiie
maturai âesire tb escape frons the diieni.
ma, wîtb ail the surroundinp .Iifficulties,
under the excitemnent of the ocouîan,
vould press so heuviiy as psihly tn
«train the bo'ove of the truth and
drive burr into equivocation, if vot into
Ïbe actuai djenial of the deed. It were
cvidentiy better te find a way o! escape
for bis beloved child out of the mental
perpiexities that opprcssed bum and that
Migbt iead hiin into sin.
l4Pience the wirr- father's pian of action
wu. speediiy fornied. Leaving Lbe brok-

en stick upon the ground, ho quietJy
paesed through the houme, until, wîthouît
sceming ta reek hiin, hoe came upon thé.
little recrmit ini bis place of refue
Then approaching him with a cheerfl
face, ho took the agitated chiid upou hie
knee ami kined bum, folding bina ini bie
arma. After a moment of silence to
soothe the troubled spirit, hoe quickiy
said, "Papa loves bis darling boy, and ho
doe. flot want bim to say a sinele word
M rt now. P>apa knows that hie little boy

b.broken the pretty cpc'ý anid that he is
isors-y fer having (lisobeye4 hie papa, wbo
bau often toid bini fot to play with it.
But p-apa in very gladl that hie Bon would
Dot tel? a etory a bout it, and next Lime,
wbca hc has doue anything wronig he
muot rua to meet papa and tell himn aU
abou iL.'

In a moment the littie aryns were close-
]y twiued about his fatheres peck and the
tender heart was tlrobting with sudden
relief as, he poured hie confession of sor-
row and ples for forgiveuces ino t e
paternal ear. Thlere wat fio need o!
furt ber puitishuient, for the awakened
oonscierice bcad been administering enongli
o! that. And a leeson in love o! the trinth
bcd been givei tlhat wae most effective,
wie iL enved the weak youn - spirit from
the heavy nrgency n pon iL tc'utter an un-
truth in the den1al o! the sin under fierco
excitement.

IL às riglit for ns toeatrengtben ana .~'
the rrttle oner. But smre parents Feein
to think iL rîcccssary to test the veracity
of their ciîilren upon cvcry tryiug ocoa-
sion. Tu)e is too littho o! the parent and
tuo nch of the jridge. le it not, liow-
e% er, wiscr- to first build op a1nd fortify
tiie spirit ratlwrr than forc.e iL to a trùjb
where cllii 11oocl is morally feeble and
virtue ie oi.iy struggiing for its foothold ?
Even the father of Waehfngton waa not
i.nfa!iible ; inor is every lad am. ino! aily
strong, nor es-en as old as the virtuoug
George. Mday not fathers provoke their
chl îren ta falsebood under circumetanc.
raturally unfavorable to a healthful issue
of the triali? It je far better ta save the
juvenile conmcience the ecar o! a lie b)y
patient, gentie treatmnent and encourage-
ment ta seaking the trutb, wbile it is yet
young an d frail, tien ta put it ta a fiyer
test ; and the lesmon of truth-telling la
quite sut ihipres;sive and ejiiirinF, çrhite
the -elf r. tet of the ciiîld is maintaincd
and hbs (-oliracez mor the future vastly in-
vigorated.-Iiiii. Chri.K. We-e-kly.


