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IDo as 1 tell you," camne stcrnly froui the undcr-
înaster's lips. Il Do you think 1 rni unnmanly enough to
zillowv you to suffer for ni) fauli ? Cet your satchel,
whilc 1 sec the janitor. We start for Kearney junction
on the next train."

IlNy duty is plain," continued Mr. James, "and 1
shaHl follow it. 1 crrcd in drinking thc spirits, and 1
arn punished. %%'lin youi have been placed %vitb the
expedition, and xny story proves your innocence, I have
oni>' made proper atoniemient."

IBut your brother xnay make you Icave the
-tael n.

Let h,,ni ; ht is just.",
And ive :nay not overtake hini tii! he reaches the

end of the journiey."
IlThen to the end of the journey ive go. I amn doter-

mined. Corne, ivc îîvill go to the dep)ôt."
Mr. James, aching under a stern impulse, seemed a

ncw mari.
H-e liad explained bis intentions to the janitor, wvhorn

lie left iu charge of the academy, had securcd bis moncy,
quite an arnount, and had packed a smiall bundle in
Ned's valise.

"lIf ivc have to go as far as Ca.liforiai-, 1 niay do a
litle business thiere that oughit to be attended to," Ned
beaird hini xnuttcr; "but 1 think ive can overtake the
excursion train," he said aMoud.

Il What are the Professor's plans ?" asked Ned.
"'l'le boys wcere transferred at the jusnction to a regu.

Lar California excursion train from Chicago to San
Francisco."

"And they stop ofîcu on the ivay West?"
~At ail main points of intercst, yes," rcplied Mr.

Jam!Ies.
Tbhey were compelled to wait until six o'clock. Mr.

James i)urcbased two tickets for Kearney junction, and,
with Ned, stepped aboard the train.

ISven the unplcasant circumistances lending to the
stringe jouruey did not eutirely repress Ncd's boyish
excitenment aud cnjoymcuîn of the moment.

There was a novclty and zest in the fact that the
mnoving train was starting thein on a %vild chase across
the continent.

As the lonomotivc stearncd ont fromn the depôt a
large, dark marn came rushing frorn the depôt door.

IINcd 1).rrowç !" lie shouted brcathlcssly to a depôt
biaud. "lUlns lie and the school rcacbcr been hiere?"

The min tddrcs%,wd pointed to the iiioving train.
"WTait, then, wait, 1 tell you !1 Imnust sec tbern

shouted the mili.
IHe dlrove back into the depôt, aipparently for bis

carpet lxig, for, fluslied and panting, lie appearcd with it
a mfomient Iater.

Ue wvas just too late to catch the train, from the plat-
forxi of which Ned and 'Mr. Jinîcq, curiously amiazed nt
having ixeard their mnies so strikingly caillcd, stood gaz-
in- back.

"Stop) hit Stop) the train 1"yelled the siranger, siving-
ing bis big frantically

Blut no attention %vas paid to him, and as the train
clattered dovn the grade he essaycd tc, overttke it by
ruiîning along its roadtvay.

A tic caughî bhis foot before lie had gone ten ect.
'l'le satchel wcnt spinining mbit the ditcb, .nd lie hiniseif
tell prosîrate.

They could sec liin arise with anr anMr scowling
face nid shake bis fist at the laugêhing conductor.

"W'e can't waiit for late passen-ers," rcmiarked thc
latter, as Mr. James and Ned turned tovards thicir seats.

A curions cinotion came over Ned's mind as hie cast
a last glan ce back; nt the fast receding form of the victira
of the reccnt rnishap.

For lie hand recognized 1dmii positively as tlie mysteri-
ous stranger with the long black beard lIe hind met in the
Nvo:nds near the academny the niglit before.

CHAPTER VI.

A BIAL) IRDCSE

*Ned's face looked perplexed and thîoughtful as lie and
Mr. James came into the car, and the under.master
noticed it.

" )id you bear that mari, Ncd ?" hie asked.
"1Yes, Mr. James."
'He spoke your name."

Il ud nientioued you. Hie must have beeîî looking
for us rit the academy, and tbey sent biimi here."

IHe secinied very anxious to find us. Do you kunow
hini ? I

"I bave seen Iiiîn before."
"Where ? )

Ncd related the encouniter of the evening previous,
and 'Mr. James listeued intently.

"Wh'at can i e want of you ? Strange 1 " nîused 'Mr.
James. Il baî's that, Ncd ? "

IlA letter 1 receivcd this înorning, and I neyer thoughit
of openinz it in tbe hurry and cxcitcnient of tbec day.
Why-I believe it's; from that mian.',

Ned liad taken from bis pockcet the lecuer Dick Wilson
liad given 1dmi in the morning mail.

It was poorly ivritten, and man-

MAS-itP.I;l ai DÀîumIowv,-
Yoii coine to the~ tavtra and sec a friend whlo lias corne a long

wisy to befrietid yon.

"[ t mnust he (romi the bearded man," said Ned, and
hie showcd the lcîter and irnpartcd bis theory to Mir.
James. Il 'bat can lie %vaut of nie? "

'Fle mîinute Mml. James' eYe rested on the letter, lie
uttcred a startled cry.

"I*liat %writing" lie eiaculated. IlNcd, tbcre's some-
thing deeper iii this than il loGks."

"Hoiw so ?"'
PIve seen tliat handwritin- bcfore."

"Wbcni-wbiere ?"Y
"A month since, wlhen this saine nin --vrote me fronm

California. I didn't tell you yestcrday, but I will uow.
He offéred ive bnndred dollars for the land at Sandy
Flat."

IlFive hundred dollars" rep)e.ted Ned in surprise.
"VYes, and pretended the land %vas worthless, but he

wantited it to make part of a ranch he had boughit. lic
wrote so eagerly I suspectcd somiething, and doter-
mined to investigate. Besides, he's used a false
iamtne."

IlHow di ) you knoiv that?
"H ie's spelt Abel îvrong. No mai is so ignorant he

cati't speil bis owni ninie."
l'le two frieuds reflectcd deeply over the mystery for

sonie inie. 'Mr. James decidcd that a sîiddeu value bad
been discovered iii the land; Able 'Morgan " 'vas too
ans1iotns to get it in coxning I0 Riclgcla-nd after it, otlier-
wisc, and ilicre seuîed to be no douhi but tlîat lie and
the mnan in the thickct with the bnshy beard ivere
identical.

"If I have t0 go to Califomiai, l'Il take a look
at the land mîysclf, i\ed," rcmarked Mr. James, thought-
,fully.

Amid tie chnngiug scenes along the liue, Ncd's mind
soon drifted from the subject last discussed.
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