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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, March 2.

“There Is a quleter feellng In business
Jreles now that  the curlers have
gonce.  Spring shipments are now the
importnnt fenture, and these are going
forward fresly  In somo.lines jobbers
report the volume of orders unusually
targe, wifich 1s probably  due to the
et that Winnlpeg houses are getting
the trade more than cver this  year.
2astern houses are not sending  so
many travellers west thls year owing
to the fact that they can get all the
business they want’ nearer home, and
are not anxlous to undertake these
jong western trips while money
{3 as hard 10 obtanin in the west as
it 18 at present.  Houses which have
a regular connection here are in  the
field as usual, but there are not so
many transient travellers as  usual,
Demand fur guwls for quick cosump-
tion hag aiso tmproved this week and
dealers state that they are now doing
a falr amount of trade Values in
cver)y line are holding swady and there
are very few changes to record this
week. Radlway traflle, both passenges
and frejght 1s Increasing.  Labor is In
tnercased demand and here 18 every
prospect that bullding operations will
commence at the carliest passible date
and be pursued with unusual  vigor.
Some in the trade predict that this
will be the biggest building year-in the
history of Winnipeg. Bank clearings
for the week ending Thursday were
about $200,000 larger than a year 2go.
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WINNIPEG MARKETS

winnipey markets
Saturday, March 2.

(A} quotations, unless otherwise specl
ted. are  wholesale for suchi  gquanttties
as arc uysually taken by retatl deaters, aud
are subject to  the usual reductlons on
targe quantitics. and to cash discounis.y

CURED MEATS.

The market has become stronger and
we note an advance in the price of
hams. ‘These are ¥c higher, making
the price now 13c.  Lard §s also highe
er, hure ieaf lard belng quoted now at
$2.23, as aganet S2.200 last week.  In
cases lard is 23c higher at §7.25, and
tierces are ;¢ per pound  higher at
10Te. Fifty pouml tubs are lyc higher
at 11c per pound.

DRY GOODS

There §8 an active business doing in
spring goods. Shipping is in full swing
and stocks in warchouses here are §0-
ing down rapldly. Jobbers say that
the wvolume of business exceeds thelr
expeciations.  Travellers are getung
out for sorting orders and are also
taking some full samples.

FISH.

The Lenten demand S improving
business greaily and there s an ace
tive wade doing. Prices remain un-
changed as  follows. Whitefish,
4 t0o Gc per -pound, pickeret dicc,
pike, 2izc, trou, 10c, salmon, 12%c.

hatibut, J2We, lake Superior hers
ring. 20c¢  per dozen. salt  cod
Glec. labrador herring,  per  bar-

rel, $1.15. salt mackerel, $2.25 per Rit.
shad, Lbls $750, Digby chicks, 1de
box. boneless cod, Tizc b . honclces
fish. S%c Ib.; finnan hiaddles, T 30 Jc
per pound fresh sea cad, LIR, ‘¢ per
™: Commy cod. a%r: flounders Hizr
smelts, T3¢ mackerel. 13¢ shad 10¢
bass. 13¢° eels. 100 opsters  welncie
§215 per mallon  standand. §200

GREEN FRUITS.

drawe o 71 flose and WA nate 3 very
falr volume of trade doing now  Tra:
vellers arc sending  In goonl  mizsd
orders.  Apples are a very searre
articls xtocks brought In in the fall
bhelng now campletely exhausted and
the market s Lelng  supplied Tram
Minneapolie. There have alte been
two or three ears In from Ontatia
Prican are higher owlng !n inrreaxed
cost of wmoodx Den Davis  apples
southern. are now  worth S0 per
barrel In & Jobblng way. Other Hpes
are unchanged. We quote  Appley
Ban Davia, .50 an basrel. Northern
Spics, to artive, K. Russeta S per

THE COMMERCIAL

barrel; Californin navel oranges, per
box, $L00 to $4.23;  bltter oranges,
$7.00 Der case, lemony, per
box, $45H0, as to 8lze, bhananas per
bunch, $3.00 to $3.85: cranberries, per
barrel, $9.50 to §10.50, -cranberries, H0
1 puund buxes, 85, Ngs, $1.40 1o $L.G0
par box, onfons, per Ib., L%¢, mince
meat in 23-pound pails, 10c per pound.
cartoon dates, per package of l-pound,
100, new dates, Gc, clder in kegs or
barrels, 30 per gallon, huney, 1-pound
Jars, $2.00 a dozen; maple sugar, 12¢,
maple syrup, 2-pound tins, per dozen,
2,23 halt gallon tins, §6 per dozen.
GROCERIES,

Business has improved thls week
and there 18 a larger demand froin
both city and country for staple and
fancy llnes. Prices have held steady
throughout the entire list and thoere
are no changes to note. The market
for Green Rio coffee has developed
sume strength sino2 we last wrote, and
the Indications are that it will hold
a: the advance of :c which we noted
& short 1tme ago. Some lnes of cur-
ed Nsh are scarce, notably Digby
«hicks and blvaters. Now that cva-
poriited and drdad apples ure dearer
a better demand has set in for Call-
fornia dried fruits, and these are now
moving freely. These show  good
vatue, especially prunes, paaches and

nectarines. For prices see page 622,

HARDWARE,

There 18 very little doing in harad-
waoe so far as immediate dzmand s
cuncerned, but spring business pro-
mises well and when the season opens
will llkely reach considerable propore

tlons. The consummation of th=
scheme o amalgamate the steel In-
terests  of the United States has

strengthened the market constderably,
and prices over there are higher on
many leading lnes, as will be noted
from our news reports eelsewhere §n
this issu¢. The colossal nature of the
new trust and its possible effect upon
prices has hardened values all aloug
the 1ine although ther: are no changes
to note in this market as yet.
PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

There §s & steady demand for theso
lines f r spring delivery and an  ae-
tlve trade §s anticipatsd.  Values here
have not changed since a week ago,
but 1 1s expected that linsced oll will
&0 lower in sympathy with last week's
drop In castern markets. This decilne
may be expected to ke place any
day. Other lines arc steady.

LUMBER.

Business has not opened up yet to
any cxtent In this line. There is some
speculation as to what the changes in
prices, i any, are to be this spring
and uatll ithe new list Is out trading
will b2 limited. It I8 generally be-
leved that some nevislon of the list
will he made and that the changes are
HKely to be ta o lower direction.

SCRAP.

There Is a falriy good demand for
serap fron and prices for this and
sther old materials rule steady as fol-
fows . No. 1 cast {ron, {rce (fromn
wrought and maticable. $12 to $13 per
ton, No. 2, $1.00 10 35 per ton.
wrought fron scmap, $ to $6 per
ton . heavy copper 10 to J2¢ per
pound. red boass, 10c per pound, yel-
fow brass, heasy. 7 to 8¢ pound, Hght
trass, G¢ to Ge frer pound. lead pipe

>t tea lead, 2 to Ll per pound,
rags, country mixed, 50c¢ per 100
aounds. rubbers. foce from rivets,

buckles and arotics, Gc  per pound.
zine scrap 1c per pound, bones, clean,
Iry and blcached, $5 2o §6 2on. bot-
tles, quarts, 20¢ per dozen, pints, lige
pre dozen.

STONE AND LIME

Prices for the opening of the season

tave been fixed as follows  Rubble
stone. $1t4) per cord . footings, .50
per cond, broken stone. $1.25 per cuble
sard. white iime 20c per hushel, grey
Iime 15 et bushel. These are practi-
cally the samc prices as prevadied last
yeas.
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GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT - A slow dragging situation
stiil chamecterizes the wheat markets,
During tho past week price changes
have Leen unlmportant and trading
has been Inactive. but the tendencey
hias Been mther towards lower values
and on the week the marketa close
casy at a decline in price of % to ¢
per bushel.  Primary tecelpls n the
States show some falling off as com-

pared with last ycar, and the exports
of wheat and tlour are large, but the
visible supply Is not betng  reduced
matesinlly s yet. Last week’s world's
shipiients were moderute consequent
on small Argentine shipments, and lese
ser Amerlean shipments, but the quann-
tity on ocesn passage to Burope is ex
ceedingly large for the time ol year,
and European merchants feel no anxi-
ety In regard tu supplies for some
time tu come. The trade in Eurvpe 13
chamecterized by a poor demand and
diftlculty in maintaining prices, buyers
belng so scarce. Up to the present
date there are no reports from
any winter wheat growling country of
materinl damage to winter wheat. On
the contrary almost everywhere the
crop 18 1n good to extra good condition,
In the United States the Kansas crop
Is reported 7 per cent. increase? In
acreage and 10y In cordition, and Sec
retary Cobury, of that state, says 13 18
Joubtful it o o singlo state ol season
such a vast area of growling wheat has
ever passed the winter more vigore
ously o1 bettes rovted. In other sec-
tions or the winter wheat belt the
plant appears to be making seasunable
and satlsfactory growth In some of
the states east of tho Misslssinpl there
are complaints of Hesslan fly and it is
doubtful how much damage the tly
may do before it s through with. In
Californin the acreage Is greatly in
creased, the crop Is In excellent condi-
tion and promises to Le large. In ku-
repe all countries report favorable out-
look for thelr growing winter wheai.
The American vislble supply decreased
146,000 bushels compared to o decrease
of S12,000 bushels previous week and
an Inercase of 223,000 bushels Jast
year The world's shipments were J.-
U36.000 bushels compared to S 4G40
bushels last week, and 7,700,000 bush-
cls same week last year. The world's
visible supply according to Brad-
street’s  decreased 3,592,000  bushels
against an increase of 243,00 bu aels
same week last year

Manitoba wheat I8 extremely dull
‘There is absolutely no demand, and
buyers fn the east are understood to
be very much afrald of the Keeping
quality of even 3 hard ang it Is stated
are resolved to have little to do with
3 ha-@ or lower grades as milder
weatiier comes alo:g. This is depress-
ing 10 values. The present value of 3
hard for exsort {8 not over ¢ In store
Fort Willlam spot. 1 and 2 hard com-
mand.good prices, but the price is ‘too
high to make fair demand for these
grades. At present 1 and 2 hard feteh
more ar untarlo 2olnts than can be
gor foi them detivered at  English
ports. Valucs to-day of Manitoba
wheat are as follows 1 hard. Sle. 2
hard, dlec, 3 hard, GTike, 3 northern,
Gic, tough & hard. wic; tough 3 north-
ern, We, all tn store Fort Willlam spot
ur cnroute, but buyers are very scarce
and only & few cars could be sold with-
out lowering prices.

FLOUR=Demand Is falrly good
and yrices held steady as
follows . Lake o1 the Woods, Five

Roses, $2.10, Red Patent, $1.U5. Me-
dorn, 31.60; XXXX, $L35 per sack of
39S pounds. Ogilvie Milling Co., Hun-
garian, $210; Glenora Patent, 3193,
Manitoba, $1.60. and Imperial XXXX,
$1.20 per sack of Y3 pounds,

MILLFEED—Thero 18 o large de-
mand for fced which mills are not abie
to fully supply, conhscquently prices
hold firm. Bran §s worth In wholesate
quantities here $11 per ton and shorts
$1L per ton delivercd.

GROUND FEED~Ground feed s
scarce owing to the small supplies of
coarse gratnx. Pure oat chop Is worth
327 per ton dellverced, mixed baricy and
oats §23 ner ton and corn $20 per ton.

COUNTRY WHEAT—Farmers' de-
liverles at country points are wvery
lUght, and at many point® no busincss
is dolng at all.  3fost of the wheat
which has offered Is of poor quality.
I_Iu)'ers are paying the farmess {rom
M to G3¢ per bushel, according W
quallly of graln and rate of frelght.

OATS—Supplies on hand and in sight
arc ample for current Jsequirements,
and there Is a steady trade being done.
Jost of the business being done is In
Northern Alberta oats.  Thesc are be-
ing taken for sced as woll as feeding
purposcs. The demand Yor seed oals
is good. It has been stated in aome
reports of this market that  Ontarlo
vats arce arriving, butl 1his s incorrect
as there are plenty of Alberia onls
obtalnable tn the meantime, and these
are of supcrior quallty. Ontarlo oats
could not be latd down here to com-
pete with .them.  Manitoba oats &a%e
worth 36 to 35 In carlots on  ack
here, and Alberta oats 40 to 43, accord-

Ing to quality, Most of these latter ire
chunging hands at 40c.

BARLEBY—The market is practi. .
dead.

CORN--Carlots of No. 3 corhi oy
track here are wonth from 16 4 s
por bushel.

FLAXSBEED—None offering.

HAY=Carlots of pressed hay or
Lest quatity are worth $% per ton .ng
the runge of prices for pressed 18 fiom
$7 to $8. Farmers loads of loose qay
on the street are worth 36 10 $8 per
tom.

POULTRY~There 13 a good demand
for fresh killed chickens, for wilgy
soud prices are belng pald.  Tuineys
are also wanted. Held stock is | en.
tiful, We quote: Turkeys, 1) to
12¢ per pound net price here: chickens
S to 10c: ducke, 9c; geese, Yc.

GAME—W{1d plgeons are in v
demand and dealors will pay 1 jma
palr for these fn the ocountry wur 2k
here,  Comnion rabbits are worth G
each and jack rabbits 12lic each.

DRESSED MEATS—Beef 18 geitng
scarcer and dealers are now askin, iw
per pound mopre for both city uns
country stock. It is generally be.
Jeved that beef will be scarce Trom
now until summer as farmers have
sold most of thelr catte already owing
to scarcity of feed. 1llogs are beecumn-
ing scarcer and dearer.  AS high  as
Te 4s belng paid for extra cholce lots,
We quote.  Bee!f, city dressed, Jiy o
Glac per pound, oountry dressed, o o
e, veal, 7 to 8¢ per pound, mutin,
Stz to Y9c¢ per pound, hogs, O to e
poer pound.

BUTTER—Creamery—The market (s
in o nominal condition as there s no
«reamery butter offering froin  frst
hands. Dealers are s¢lling from stock
at about 22¢ per pound.

BUTTER~—Dairy—Cholce (fresh but

ter not tmore than ten  days
from the churn 8 in  good
demand. Held and inferfor stock s

not wandad as the market IS alread;

overloaded with these grades
Strictly new made butter, of
best quality, witl bring as

high as 10c per pound commisslon
basis {n this markst to-day and the
range for thig grade is from 13 to
1G¢c. Held stock and second grade s
worth 10 to 1l4c per pound com-
mission basis.

CHEESE~Commlisslon men are «at
ing best Manitoba cheese at 10¢ per
pound to the city retall trade.

EGGS—The market 1s weaker owing
to increased receipts, Commencipg
Monday commission houses will pas
20c¢ per dozen for fresh case cggs.
which is a decline of 2¢ from the quv
tatlon which has prevalled throughaut
this week.

VEGETABLES — The market s
steady and without specinl feature
We quote. Potatoes, 40 to 40 per
bushel, parsiey, 30c. lettuce, 4t per
dozen carrots and  beets, Ah per
bushel, turaips, 20 to 20¢ per bushel
parsnips, SL2G  per bushel.  omont
$1.30 per dbushel: cadbbage, 1. to X
per pound: celery, natve, 40 to G0
Imporeed. 79 to 90c¢ per dozen bunches

NIDES-—Nceceipts are very Jghi and
ths quallty of offerings poor. Thire s
o weaker feellng In the markst waiag
to reporied deciines in the cast. iscas
ers are now bdbuylng on 4 basia «f tx
per pound for No. 1 hides. F..zean
hides arce realizing Hic per pound iess
9 pounds tare. Bulls Jc. Kipa same
price as hides. Sheep and lambdsiing
40 to 70¢c cach. Slunks 25 20 I «ach

WOOL~ Nene offering. Dalers
quote § to Stc per pound for un

washed ficece and 12%c per pound fot
washed.

TALLOW—Dealers are paying for
No 1 tallow at 4¢ per pound  N. Uls
worth 3¢ per pound. A good drdt of
tallow Is being sold LY country *hip
pers In the rough. In which siate 13 s
worth I¢ per pound.

SENECA ROOT—The best prie Jhae

would be patd here now for clea. 4y
oot 18 30c¢ per pound.

LIVE STOCK.

CATTIE — Stockers are witf
bought In large numbers thr-ugh:
out the country for futurc sl nent
These are worth $14 o $1S prr head
for yeariings and $1S 10 $22 fw 1we
year-olds. Beef caltle are sear and
firmer at from J33% lo ¢ per ~ound
here.

SHERP—Market nomlnal.

HOGS~The market for drex~ oSt
is stcady at ket week's prices  Bes




