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BANK CLEARINGS IN 1897.

Bank clearings refleet  business
trangactions, and the larger businces
of all kinds doue in Canadn in 1897
than In the preceding year is nowhere
better shown than in the fignures of
the ¢'oaring hous . Montreul. whose
total transactions excazdad £€ 0,000, -
000, shows un iuerease of Neariy sev-
enty-thre> milli»us: Toronto of more
than twenty-seven mi lions, and Win-
mpeg of twenty millions, and so on,
every oty showing an lnorease. Wo
canunotl compare St. John, because un-
_til May, 1896 St. John had no clear-
ing house. The total for the year, ex-
clusive of St. John, execeded the total
for 1806 of five cities by $125,928,.~
000, which represants an inerease of
business transactirns emal to almost
two and a half mil fon duliars per day.
And if there were any profit in this
business the cowtry must ba better
off by reason of it—a proposition
which wil hardly be doubted by any
ol who Jooks at thoe statistics of de-
pasits, We give bolow the clearings,
by cities for thres years:

A Weleng

Montreal .. $6M185.000 523,831,000 183,°60.000
loronto. .. 3698000 3RULKU $16.589,00
Wihitipeg 8488 o) 6 146800 &5 8300
Haltfnx | 63.112,000 59.865400 U285 00
Hambiton .. 33720000 063,000 348000
st John .. 29.982.008 eveee - e un

$LISLEER 000 §1415 SOAC0  $1.RO.S65.00
o=t John ertatidishicd May, 3626,

So pronounced an enlargement of the
volume of business as $15¢,080.000 in
1897, shown concurrently with a de-
creasz of several millions in mercantil2
fallures, may well have an inspiving
effect on our manufacturers and mer-
chantg,

So says the Monetary Times. The
Times, however, does not show the
comparative gain in bank clearings at
the different citles, When the figures
are analgzed it will be found that
Winnipegr makes the largest gain of
all  Montreal's big increase of $73,-
000,000 represents a gain of about
14 per cent. and Toronto’s increase §s3

under 8 per cent, whilza Winnipers's
gain is over 30 por cent. Winnipeg's

gain for two years shows even a
greater ratly o inrrease, as comparad
with the othier cities.

FINANCIAL NOTES,

The Tmperial Bank of Canada has
openad a branch {n Moutreal on St.
James street.

Mr. Barrow, tnanager of the Unin
bank at Boisevain, will take the man-
agement of the bhank at Moose Jaw.
F, W. Young, of Glenboro. will succeed
Mr. Barrow at Boissevain.

J &. Dudgeon, who has been appoint-
ed Northwest manager of the York
County Loan & Savings compauny, is
taking up his residence permanently
in Winnipeg,

Mayor R. Wilson Smith has purchas-
al o seat on the Montreal Stock Ex-
change for £5,500, an advance of
$2,000 over the last sale. Ile pro-
poses to go into the brokerage busi-
ness.

{The sheriff has taken possession of
the premises of the Turonto Finan-
cial corporation. Assets of the com-
pany are plac:d at §330,000 and lia~
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bilities somewhat larger. The busi-
ness was practically confined to To-
ronto and vicinity.

A Winnipeg  gentleman Is safd to
have received word recently from
partics fn the old country that they
were prepared to lend $5600,000 on
Main street property sitnated be-
tween Grahame gvenue nnd the city
hall, at 41-2 per oont. Two clty
churches havo also been asked to
transfer thelr loans, now bearing 6
par eont to these partios. .

Grain Exports.

.The enormous expotrt movement of
grain and flour products during the past
Year is strikingly set forth ia tho U.
S. goverament report, just issued, It
shows that 108,644,900 bushels of wheat
wero exported, against 83,160,600 bush-
cls in tho previous year. Flour ship-
ments 1ast year were 13,472,400 barrels,
against 15,731,300 barrels the year be-
fore, indicating that foreiguers were in
@ hosition to grind wheat to Uotter ad-
vantage than to import it in the shape
of flour. A very heavy incroase was
noted {n corn rexports, which for the
Year amounted to 186,470,000 bushels,
agalnst 128,047,000 Luushels tho year
previous. The quauntity of oats shipped
out footed up 52,203,100 bushels,
against 30,378,700 bushels jn 1896, while
rye exports twere fully double those of
the year before, and Jbarley a shade less.
In December alone the wheat exports
were 4,168,000 Dbushels larger than
those of a year ago, 2ame month.

Bank ot England.

London, Jan. 20,—The weekly state-
went o! the Bank of England shows the
tollowing changes compared with the
previous account: Total reserve increas-
¢d £1,206,000; circulation decrenserd

£477,000; bullion jucreased £728,918;
other seccurjtics decreased £629.000 ¢

other deposits decreased £1,485,000 ;
public deposits {ncreased £2,508,000;
notes reserve lncreased £1,190,000; gov-
ernment securitics un®ianged. The pro-
portion of the Bank ol Eagland's re-
serve to llabyplity, whilch last week was
41.45 per cent, 18 now 43.37 per cent.
The Bank of England’s rate of discount

‘remains unchanged at 3 per cent.

For Duggists.

Ontario druggists can sell liquos
only on production of a meiical verti-
ficate, and then the quantity is lintit~
ed to four bunces. They have been
asking tlie goveriment for a jore
liberal measure,

A Toronto report says: Cocalne is
higher, Borax has advanced 1c per
pound, Cream tartar IS quote) high-
er for spring delivery. Powdered hel-
lebore is bscarce and likely. to b2
higher, Salicylate of voda §s 10 per
cent ligher. Caktor oil is quotei a
Jittle Jower 2or spring delivery. A
higher price is Jooked for on glycerine,
Paris green will prgbably be worth
2¢ or 3¢ per pound higher than last
year. Carbolic acid i3 quotel higher
abroad.

Berlin, Jan. 20.—Tho rate of discount
of the Imperial bank of Germany bhas
been increas¢ed from 3 to 4 per cent.

The U. J. Boyd Candy
Company e

Desire to inform the trade that they have
eatered the field as manufacturers of

pu.re High-Class
CONFECTIONERY

Dealers in CHRISTIE, BROWN
& CO'S Unequalled BISCUITS
and _respectfully solicit a share of
the business.

FACTORY AND OFFjICE

262 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg

PARTNER WANTED

Partner, with moderate capital, to
take an interest in an old established
Grain aud Milling business, Apply to

E A.C,
Care The Commercial, Winnipeg

AGENT

wind, Prospectus 25 cents, worth $1,
Capital unnccessary.

BraoLey-Gauneston Comprany, Limited,
‘TORONTO

Eell ¢ Kroxvpike GoLp

FirLps ' like t whirl-
Big pay.

I¥ You Are Energetic and Strong

If you arc above foolish prejudice against can
vassing for a goad book, write and get my pro-
position. The inforination will cost nothing.

I have put hundreds of men in the way of
making money , some of whom are now rich,

I can do grood things for you, if you are honor-
able and will work hard.

‘T. S. LINSCOIT, Toronto,

WANTED
Industrious Men of Character

THE LINSCOTIT COMPANY
TORONTO

MOVEMENTS OF B_I}SINESS MEN.
Geo. D. Wood left on Tuesday for
the west. t [ .

Hyman Miller has returned from an
éxtended trip to the eastern markots,

LIVERPOOL MARKETS.

Liverpool, Jan, 21.—12.30 p.m.—Wheat
—=Spot firm: No. 1red northern spring
78 9 1-24: No. 2 red western winter 78
10d. Corn—Spot firm. American mixed
now 3s § 1-2d; o1d 3s § 1-2d. Peas—Can-
adian Bs od. : v,

Clogse—~Corn—Futures steady. Jan, Ss
5d; Feb. 3s 34; March 88 21-8d4, -



