
ïlie Wheat supply Of England.
At tho begioning ai the prosent century

Englend producd lier awu food. TIn 180t the
population ar Great ]3ritain ires only 10,500,-
of00. The total estimatod consumption ai

rain was; for titat population a littla over
2 7,000,000 quartera. of wichel 1,500,000 quer-
tara ivrr imported Ironi Russie, Prussie, tho
Nothorlends, and the United States. Thus,
by far the grehter buik of aur cean iras prc-
duced in theso islands, and iras qiflcient ta
maintein thoirinhabitanta irithout more than
e sacre pinching. Thora wreo, indead, years
in wbich the hqirvest wages xceeingly bnd.
irben tho prico ai bread rose ta hoights whioh
main ta usa ai to-day crnermaus-as, for in-
stance, la 1812, irbea ireat stood et 121S a
quarter ana thbo quartera loaf et la 61d-but
thora paver ires a lime when bread iras un-
procumable. It is nana the les iateresting ta
notice the affect whieh Ibis high prica, pro-
duced upon tha wcmking clases, though hoe
the introduction af machinery oust ha takon
inb aceouaI as a dislurbixigD cause.

The "lAnnuel Register" I 1812 talla us
that "the uncommonly high price af pro-
visions, occasioned by L-tany concurrent
causes (amnongal irbicli ias the irar with

Frace> and hy ne meaus relieved by the
poet ai the lest hervest, bas beeon the cause

of petty neots ini varions parts ai the kingdom."l
More than tbis, il eppoara ta have beaone nfa
the causes ta which the Luddite outhmoak of
1812 must ba ascrihed, since Mr. Beines, thon
editor ai Leeds Morcumy, cxpreesaly states in
bis "lHistory oi the WVars ai the French
Revolution." that the Luaddites made the
dearnesa of brcad ana ai their g'eF ne.T
pesa aver attacha on spinning or weaviug
mills, on April 14, 1812, taon la clogs. the
" 1Annuel .Registem"I talla us, raided the Shef-
field patato market. On the 181h, saya the
saine euthority t'ere re rnts et Bristol,
owing ta the high priesofa provisions. Stili
carlier ia the xnonth, a mcb et Cerlisle an-
deavared ta seize the stores af coma and pote-
tuas thera; on tho l9th, the semae mab seized
largo qiientitios ai hemn, bacon ana foeur. On
the 20th, a large mob appropriateil neal, flour
and l.atatoes, et New Cross and Xnot Mill,
near Manchester. On Aug&at lSth, frsbh riaIs
et Sheffield are announcad, irban the mob.
compelled stemekeepera ta seil flaeur at 8s a
stoue. instead ai 7z, the cumreat prica. On
thre 27th, ira ara told that the Luddites at-
tackeS a fermer neer Huddersfield and ohligea
hini ta promise ta reduce the prica ai bis corn
and milk. ney.a peuercmen
atteck on e coma mil et Brigliause.

WVe hava caroaully selecteil lrom the greet
mass ai outrages which occurred lu Ibis year,
those in -wlich hangar seoms ta have beau te
motive, and il is probable that e close otudy
ira!d mev-sel mny mare sncb incidents.
But these arA euough ta prove that the high
prioni ai fod la aur lest ir with Franco, et
a lime irbea we were aIl 'bat self-sufficing,
head thre gravest effect upon the temper of the
population ai ai. largo tawns. It musI bo
raniembemed thet et this date- irbether 1800
or 1812 maltera; not-we grair our aira ment,

age butter, anS vegelables.
.gfn the course ai time, aller the irar vith

France, came a great autery egeinet the Corn
Leirs, prcceoted-meinly la the manuineturing
districts. By the Gara Laya, vos they soo
in ]8ac, a daty of 21s vies ilpased upen li-
purtea vihoalvihen the pricee0f English-grown
wheat feul beloir 503 a quarter. This virtu-
elly prohihited importation et or beloir that
fgura. Wbon Engl.sh viheal feohod from
r a ta 6d, and importation might thon bo
raid ta ba free, as the 6d was a neoligihba
sai. Tho duly upon cern if ire tako the
dcgmetic viaw,wias impmad la the solfish la-
fÀ aIs ai tho aristocratie end land-owaîng.
classes, w1.%e thon gavemaed the country ,but'
thfra viore allier ançI sounder reasons. Tiai
staesmen ai the lest century fait thet it.was

inexpedioent to permit this country ta bocomo
sooly dependont upon thaoea. They dolber-
atoly, in the throas of aur greet struggle with
Franco, merificedi the fast-growiug manufac-
turing intorests ta tho liger wolfaro of the
nation They proforred poiver ta opulence,
and histery, whilst it eau not forgot tho
terrible sutterings qt the «%vorkiog cliam, rnay
forgivo thoin i'ince the results of their pulhoy
brought nienifeet advantaga te the inhabit-
ants of tho United Ningdom ini af ter days.
But when Eogland was na longer baset by
mnemies tho main argumont for the Carn
Laws had vanishod. An agi, of poace (it
soemod ta those of that day of lo.sting peace)
succeoded, and the cry of Lancashire, of
Yorkshiro, and oi Landau for cbeap bread
could no longer buo noglocted. P~ut, in the
memorable debatos upon the Carn Laws in
Jeuuary and Fébruery, 1816, thora wergo not
a fow voices of dissent raisod. Praminont
among these wvas Disraeli's, reminding the
bluse of t3ammons oi the scarcity af corn in
1812. ai the rise in pricos ln that yeoar, and
of the at that we coula flot ituport corn tilt.
wa had gainait the comnmand af the oea. Ru
concluded : 11I want ta know whether it
waîxld again bc polie ta incur such risks."
Bie sbowed that the xislie would be exaIggerat-
cd by a dorease of cultivatian at home. Haw
far his- words have bean boumne out statistics
enu best prove. The acre af whoat ia sown
by successive annuel abstracts ta bo as
fallows:

Acreage undor

1800, Great liritain cnly 8,220,000 !0,500,000
I880f United Xingdani 8,065,000 84,620,000
1890 21 'i 2488,'000 87,481,000
1891 t ' 2,8398,000 87,797,000
189-2 t t' ,298,000 89,106,000
1893 '2'i 1,955,000 88,440,000
1894 ' 1,826,000 88,786,000
1895 t ' 1,500,000 89,180,000

Thus, while in 1800 we hed tan acres under
wheat ta eovery 82 inhabitents, we now have
ton ta every 260, and it is nat taie ta praphesy
that ve hava roached the end, of the decine.
Relatively ta aur population we produceoane-
eighth cf the wheat which ive produced in
1800, and mientimo the average cansumptian
per head has enormostly incr-ased. 0ur pro.
gent coneuniption. has been estimated et 480
lls. of wheat a heed. In that case wo should
req uire abu OW00,000 quartiers. Now in
1891, ive grew la the United Kingdam only
7,220,000 quartera or less tra one-fourth of
aur total consumption. Car imports, wereI16,8000 qnerters cf wheet, and 4,780,000
Iquartera a foeur; so that the grand total

ai belahlow the, estimata, which ie certainly
Iexcessive. StiUi the alarming fact romains
that anly one-quarter of aur broad supply la
produced et home. lu other wards, for 90
days of the yeer we subsist upon English
bread, for 275 upon for:eign-imported.

Mtany of the palitical economists who have
edie thre question have utterecl words of

caution. None of tho egitatars for Carn Law
repeal foresaw the resuit. McColloch thought
whoat ould nat go much below 50s a quarter
and in the debate af 1846 Sir G. Clark ridi-
culcd as absurd. and untenabla 1 the appre-
hensian that froin thet quarter ai the world
(the United States) a supply of grain wes te
coa in such* exorbitant profusion as ta glut
the home maerket." No ono expocted the.
thespeuing o! transport, which has brought
wheat; ta the Englisa market et 21 ta 2bs a
quarter. No one imagined th6lt a deadly
blaw was being struck tas griu'ItLre. Bar,
it le useless ta dreaxn of whet mi.cht have
beau; thet ra-eneîent ai Corn Laits la out-
aida practical. politics. Nono the leas it iý a
question for setesmean ta consider whesher
aur lest iew acres cf wheat are ta go ana
every p ana of aur bread is ta be drawn
froin Îbroad. It eau int , o abteÀ tha.t
-Engl and -would hava ta pey very dearly for

lier ohep ocra ould wer cama upon her lu
lier prcent condition. A mise of ls in tha
price^ of the quartera loai, whioh in August,
1812, staad et la 8d, instead of Si or -id as
ta-day, is equivalent, in stress, ta a ta% ai
£180,000,000. Whothar this country coula!
continua te make head against a foreiga
lonomy with the terrible suflering whieh euth
a rise would, cause et home is at loast 9ues-
tionabla. Our natianal saety impometivoly

rureattontion ta ba p aid ta this importent
pon,= ute epart fromn teo demande mede by
the large agriculturel population. la MeCul-
lrch's own works, "la country in wvhich thora
is no consideablo, stock ai grain in the hern-
yards of the fermers, or in tho warchauses af
the morohants, is in the moat perilaus
situation that ea ho imagiaed." And these
lacts ara botter understaod. abroad than et
kamao.-Londan Standard.

lMoutra1 Bloard or Trade.
Tho annual meeting of the Mantreel Board

cf Tredo was hold anJanuary 28. Tho preo-
dont, James A. Calie, accupied the chair.

The secrotary, George Hadrill, havin 2eed
the notice convening the meeting, rdthre
yoemly report af the business of the past ypar.
A discussion eneuaod hy the niumbeo on dif-
feont oubjectis, among which wore the
questions ai the 2o city postage stamps, te
insolvonov lew, and the teking af oatho, oe.
The meeting thon adjourned until Wodnesday
for the declaretian ai the result af the alec-
lion o! afficors for the ansuing year. At the
edjourned meeting the ebairman enncunced
that Robert Biakordike was elected presîdeat
hy a vote ai 475, againat 878 for Mr. Cautlie.
'lho nowly tleoed council wa thon aunounc-
od as follcws: Robert Biekerdike, president;
John Torranca, lot. vice-preeldent; John Me-
Knrgow. 2nd. vice-preoident; Chas. F. Smith,
treesurer. Ccuzxcil: Jas. Crathern, P.
Wolferstaxi Thomas, David G. Thomon,
David Mc.Farlane, Wm. Nivia, Robt. MacIKSY.
Jas. E. Readell, Henry Miles, %Vm. McNalUy,
Cherles Cheput, G. F. O. Smith, Chas.
McLean. Board cf Arbitration: Robt.
Archer, E. L. Clarke, R. M. Esdaile, John
Feirbaixn, E. B. Grenshielde, Chas. P.
Robert, Edgar Judge, G. M. Xinghorn, Jno.
R. MeLea. Ewen Mennan, David Robert-
son, W. Barclay Stophens.

Nontroa1 florul Exchange,
Thre annuel meeting cf the Montreal Corn

Excbange was held on Jauuary29. la open-
lng the meeting Mr. Craigexpmessa regret at
th, absence ai the president, and caf[led upan
the secret.ary ta raad the repart cf the coin-
mittea af management, aller which e disons-
sien eonsued, A. G. Mieoe tnking un the
subjeet af shortnges la grain, and urgingý the
Cora Exshabe~to use their efforts in ceoi-
pellin& the raiway -campanies ta tache steps
ta abviate thre eovil, -vhioh hitherto they bad
refusea ta do.

The report af John Torrence, herbor coin-
missioner, brought the remsrk front D. A. P.
Watt,. that ho was opposed ta the harbor
commisejaners induoing the gavernmnent tu,
indorit thoir bonds. The part ai blantreal
sbould, ho said, ne on the semae footing ae the
port of Quebea, where the goverument hed
essumed the debt of $5,000,000 without charg-
ing any interoot. Considaring that Moatree
ia fer mare important thnan Queheo, as e part,
the govermmnt sould do mare. Mr. Watt
alec pointed out the desireility of educing
the barbor dues.

Edgar Judge %vas eblected president bjy ac-
clamation, W. A. Heastings,treasurer. Coin-
mitteeo af Management-R. LE. aaile, Alie.
MéFee, Adam G. Thomson, David :Robertson,
R. Pedag, E. P. Creig, and Lionel J. Smnith.
Buerd ai Review-G. M. Xinghorn, chairman;
Thomns A. Crane, A. G. bMcBean, Stewart
Muxin, A. J. Brico, and Ales. Mitchell.
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