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NOTES.

Anthony Comstock, the secretary of the New Y'ork So
cicty for the Supprcssion of Vice, and a noisy defender af
_jubiic. niorals, hlo part ially endorsed, it will bc remeni.
'1ercd, the inimous book Il Why Priests should Wed,"
>and stcad betwcn its authar and hiz criminal prasecution,
$thas bcen arrcstcd in New York on a charge af biackmail
,and conspiracy. The arrest is the autcome of the Phila-

~delpia 11 aIds investigation and expasure of Il ccctr
:of <lie Vice Saciety's svarkings. The New York papers

ýgree that if the fieraild prove its vcry serionis charges it

.-is time th.at the public should act . and that Comstock lie
1«îibjccted ta cxemplar3 punishimcnt. New York Catholic
:papers have ail along regardcd iMn as a low bigot.

On Thiirsday, the 24 tl tit., Fecast af Ouir Lady Help of
ý-Christians, the corner-stonc of the first building of the newv

.Ailierican Catholic University, ta be crccted near Washing-
.'Ïon, %vas laid by his Eminence Cardinal Gibbons-. Amang
,the prelates prescrit were Arclibishlops WVillianms, Ryan,

Sal ointe, -Ider, and 1 reland ; Bîshops Spalding, J•eane,
Ryan, Nort hrop, Bourice, Gilnîaur. Mancheheulf, Brandel,

.Janssenes, Ihelan,l Kaid, OReilly, O*Stllivan,i\loore,".\acls,
nd & cGovern. 'Ille Presidcnt and Cabinet were also in

iattenidaflce. The address of tîxe accasicon wvas delivered
\by the Rt. Rev. I3is.hop Spalding. A feature of the exer-
;cîse.s Nvas the presentation of the gold medal sent by the
~oly -atlîer ta Miss Mary Caldwell, wlxo hiad contributèd
!i'cal towards thiefoundationofie Universit:y. The

presctationw~as. made by the Rt. Rey. Bishop Keane, in
a * adres in. which; liedeclared that the gencraus lady was

entitlccl to be called Ilc t fauondress of our new Ainerican
University." A cah)le4,ramvas receiv-d froixntlxe Sovcri,,n
Ilontiff conveygiig lits c.3ngrat iil.itiozis and the Apastalic
licnediction.

ITîere are few of us,' says Laclede, Il who understand
the essence af religion, and hience these vagaries. Every
now and thcn wve are trcatc.d to a clefinition. Matthew

Arnold lias it :' « ïMrality touchezd with eniotian.' Ratlier
near, buit oixly hiall trutiî, a.s niast of this writer'ssayings,
tîxat biad no clear philosophy. Herbert Spencer lias
his notiuîî to0. According ta h lm religion is 1 Propitiatian
hy sacrifice. Tîxe arigin of ail religion is traced to tue
woarslxip of departed ancestors. AlItars; are only niodified
tanibs.' It is a clieerfi doctrine,.ta say the lcast.

The miost of uis shall rest content with simple faitîx. Vie
may throxv in a dash of sentiment and a littie fancy, that
is, wc niav nxakc ouir religion, whlich is righteousness, have
ail our faëtiltics as liandrnaidens, and thus give aur aIl in
aIl ta the Maker of ail. Some people wvill quate the Lau-
reate, .%itlx a sinilc of triumiphi:

There lives more faitli in honest doubt,
Beclieve mir, than in haîf the crecds.

Not so, O Bard <liat art nat thyself a sceptie. The
mid cannot fecd on negatives. Faith is vhiat w'e wvant,
%%xitii our guod %vorlos, and tdeus ual) %%e get tîxat peace

il ihidi suir passet aIl tindcrstanding.»

Tlxe message telegraplied irorn Ronie by Arclîb)shiop
Walsli to the Corporation of Dublin tamie aLs a timely re-
ply to and correction uf thie iciauis in the manifesto put
forth bý tîxe Iribl Catliolic Mà\embers of Panliamient, in
vhiicli tlîey re.issert tixat -Irish Çatholics can recognize

no riglit in tue H-oly See tu interefcre in the managemient
of tîxcîr poitical affairs." lie his message tlie Arclibistiop
of Dublin said '*Assure the Municipal autîxoritiles ai
Dublin that ail appreliension af interférence by the Holy
Sec in Irislx political affairs is grotindless. The cause of
Irclancl lias nothing ta feir froin Lco XIII. Acccpt my
inost distinct assurance upon this point. Protcst by aIl
mecans at your coniniand and in tîxe strangest ternis against
tîxe action of hostile journals, whlicli insîxît txc Holy Sec
by representing the Pontiff as a polîtical partisan, and at
thc saine tunie niakt it plain tîxat Irishxinen and-Catîxolies
yoîî arc nat ta be iiiislcd by any such devices af the cen-
eniies of tlic natîonality anxd faitx ai Ireland."

The Arclibislxop's micaning is unmistakeable, and this
assurance of txc nan-polîtical nature oi tlie recent rescript
sîxould alla), the uneasiness and remave tlhe misappreien-
sian tieat fallawed its issuxance. In view ai lus representa.
tians, the violent langîxage af 'Messrs. O'Brien and Davitt
niust, we: tlîink, appear wholly unjustiflable. It is very
-unfortiinatc that these gentlemen, howcver wvll-meaning,
shauxld so readily hase tlieir hcads.
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