46
. THE MARINES.

T'HE SONG OF
‘Tho following ndmirablo linos have bLeen writ-
ton by a Murine voteran (T. J. McCartuey) as an
weddross to s son, on onlisting as o drummeor In
tho glorlons old corps, nnd bear tho dato 05 s The
Royal Marlnoe Barracks, Plymouth, 12th Novem-
bor 1873." They aroworthy of being proserved by
ovory man of tho Marines who feels prido in the
record of tho gallant docds of ¢ tho glorious
past,” and wo trust they will bo llkowlise an ine.
contive to the youngest to whom they are wi-
dressed to do no act unworthy of the honourahlo
cont he wears,
Come to my side, my stalwart son, my little man

of strile, .
There's somothing I would say to thoo now at thy

opening 11fo; .
FFor ;l:rv:u, acods'or the mighty past are crowdibgg
on my view . ke
Aud 'tis of that {mmort past that 1 would speak
to you,

You seo this Httle globe of brass that youso tight-
1y wear, ]
Also thoso tiny laurol leaves entwined around it
there;

‘There l.:.: ho nobler cmblem worn beneath tho
dazzltog sun !

I"ll toll youkwhy youwear it,boy; 1'lltell you how
‘tivas won.

Were all the battles of yeur corps upon its cotors

laced
A ppmudor’catcgory. boy, no pen hasover tracel ;

How quickly would the great names stand on {ts

unsullled fold,
1or thoy have borno an honoured part in the

great ights of old.

‘I'hoy help'd to :lnitho mighty Roclk long wepe
by haughty Spain,

That like n%ogelu&n. lion seems to watch its wido

domaln;
Both Bunker's Hifl and Charlestown Heightsen-

hanced their ronown
And in tho conquest of Bolictslo they galnod

their laurel crown.

Thelr splrit fired the Nagging Tarks atacre's bat-

tered walls;
The marched’mrotilgh Egpyt's burning sands at

Lycromby's —
They x)u. 8t. V}l'ncent.'s gloricus fight did battlo

with the famed,
And throngh tho smoko of Lamperdown their

deadly bullets almed.

They mann'd the guns whose thunders shosk the

towers of Elsloore,
And long did Denmark mourn tho wreck then

scattored on hor shoro ; B
They wero in that immortal strife where Nelson

fought too well, .
And pertshed on tho herote deeikk where thatgreat

hero fell,

‘Thoy bled that Alglers’ lawless Dey his plractes

should cease,
Fought at famous Navarin' to break the chains of

rocee ;
At lrun and Amctza they did not charge in

vain,
But dycd thelir steel InCarlist blood for the young
Qucen of Spatn,

They shared the toll, aud shed their blood, on the

Crimean snow

And smoto on Lidia's parched piain the rebel
Se foc ;

}‘earlo?woymcy' faced a thousand deaths in China

and Japan,
In opaning those cceentric lacds to commerce

and to man.

Tno sun of tropic climes hias dyed their browsa

deeper shade
In Arctic and Anlarctic suows thelr vallant

hearts arve 1ald;
The storm has sung tho requiem of thousauds

'neath tho waves;
Yea, every spot of carth and sea hias furnished

them with graves !

Tho lusi{re of thelr proat exploitscan never,nover
fade:

'L.\-y'vc'»lormc:l a thousand battiements,a thou-

sand breachies made ;
Tholr bloat! higs crinmison’d ¢very land, and every

ocean's foam,
And from the tarthest ends of carth thoy’vo

brought thelr trophies home !

They did thelr duty nobly thronshoaut the glos!
ous past; .

And should thoe sky of Britaun with clcuds bo
overcast,

The gallant corps, whose daty ’tis to serve by

laud aod se
Shall, In the hao’m' of England's nced, tho Stato's

SHEET-ANCHOR be !

TON COLONIAL DEF
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His Graco the Duke of Maxcusstur 1 tho,
Chiir. ]
My Lord Duke and Gentlemon,—Though l
this subject has dirret raforenco to the!
Colonies, it is necessaty to obseive that
** Colonial Defenco’” caunot be ¢ .nsidered
as an abstracs question, any more than that
** National Detencs™” can be limted in its
meaning to tho defenco of the United King-
dom. The tuli foree of this assertion is not,
Lowever, gencerally understood.

When we pet fiightenc.d on the subject
of what is falsely termed “Qur Naitional
Sifety,” but one idea 1s prevalent in the
minds of nine peopio out of ten, to the
exclusion of all other considerations; it is
this :—guarding tho soil cf tho DBiitish
Islands against invasion.

Iu time of profound peace we like to talk
of “our vast Colonial Empire, ourextended
commerce, and interests in every part of
the globe.” It sounds big and grand, and,
perhaps, someo vainly imagino that big swell-
ing words must frighten away aggression;
but wken danger, roal or supposed,
threateas, and the nation is alarmed, we
babitually forget that * England with her
colonies is still a giant amongst natious, and
that without them sho would be a dwarf.*(a)
and exhibit practically our disbelief in the
‘ giant” by seekinga a rofugein the “arms of
thodwarf.”

Look back a few yeur, and by past events
test tho truth of this assertion. Tuake the
panic of 1859 and its results. We wercina
stato of wild alarm. We imagined that
France threatened our safety, nay, our oxis-
tence. Wo took Iright at her successful
armies, and her powerful fleots, capable of
transporting those armies. We steadfastly
shut our syes to the fact that the possibility
of the invasion of England involves, asa
natural consequence, the possibility of in-
vestment, the cutting of the Imperial lines
of communication, and attzcks upon ** our
vast Colonial Empire, our extended com-
merce, and interests in every quarter of the
globe;” we, in short, forget cverything
except our personal safety, and instead of
taking measures for defending the Empire,
wo wero Jsatisfied with taking measures for
defending the hedge-rows of Eagland.

Again, we owe chango in our mulitary sys-
fem to the last pantc.. We aro told by the
Government of the day that England (the
dwarfl) is now Letter prepared to resist an
attompted invasion than during any past
period of her history. IHow hias this result
been attained? By rendering her colonies
and possessions (which swvoll the dwarfinto
tho giant) less capablo of resisting attack,

The military policy has been to disarm
the giant in order toarm the dwarf.

I must, however, here observe that Ido
not argue against tue prassing necessily
which existed for defending the Imperial
base of operations by withdrawing the in.
suflicient garrisons formerly maintained in
tho colonial outposts ; on the contrary, I
was one of the first to advocste the with-
drawl of the few regular troops quartered in
certain colonies and possessions,(b) as a
necossary part of a schemo of Imperial

(a) Vide Sir E, Sullivan on *‘Qur Economic
Catos.”
(b) For tho purpose of concentrating tbem at

cerlala strategic and imperial posltions,
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dofence ; but the schemo did not proposo
to leave thoe question of the defenco of ou
colonies an'l possessions m the air, as has
been done. What appears objectionable in
tho limits of tho defence of the Imporial
bage, to the exclusion of all considerntions
for tho safoty of our lmperil communica-
tions, tho security of our Colouiss, and the
maintonance of our power 1 distang pos.
sessions,

I thorefore venture to assert that before
these troops were withdrawa, beforo the
question of military ro organizition w.s
practically dealt with, it was tho duty of
statesmen to cast their eyes beyond the
shores of * llappy England,” to look beyond
the “ streak of silver sen,” and to face this
truth viz., that tho security of the United
Kingdom against invasioh is but a part of
tho great question of ¢ Nationsal Defence.’
Itis now nearly five yoars since, at the
Royal United Service institution, (e) I en-
devoured to draw aftention to this fact, in
theso words: —¢* ['he defence of the United
Kingdom against invasion isjan object of
primary importance, but to suppose that
this is the one thing needful in the matter
of national defence, 1s a grivious error. Wo
are houpd to look to the general welfare of
the Empire. Tho sources of our greatness
are tho possessions of India, aod our com-
mercial prosperity. Our commercirl pros
perity is in direct proportion to the frecedom
with which woe can carry on trade with our
Colonies and other countries. Commerco
13 in fact the link that binds together the
several interasts of tho scattera.l torritories
comprising the Empire. . . . Berring
this in mind, let us supposc that the view
which limits national defence to the pro-
tection of Great Britain and [reland against
invasion be practically adopted, and that the
wholo resources of the country have been
wholly and exclugively directed to render-
sug tho sotl of tho British Isles secure, and
that this object has been fully attuined,
what would our position be in timo of
aggressive war on the part of one or more
great powers? Does it not stand to reason
that, as the object of all aggrossivewsrls
eithar to acquire territory, or to weaken, if
not destroy, the power of tho nation against
which war is made the eaciest and safcst
mode is adopted to carry out theso objects :
under the circumstances we have supposed,
therefore, un enemy would naturally confine
his efforts to destroying our commerce and
our power jn India, loaving the Biiush
Isles to W.xtéx Lis proceeding with impotent
dismay.”

If the haart apd the citadel of the Empire
isalone protected, will it *'surprise usto
heuar” that, when tho Empire is attacked,
our enemy prefers cutting our unprotected
communications and appropriating our na-
defended colonics and possessions. to a
direct assault upon e “small island bristling
with bayonets ?”?

In the celebrated articlo in the Edmburgh
Review it is written :—** Steam applied to
navigation has done at least as much for a
defending as for an invading Power ; even
thestores of conla needed for marine loco
motion are principally ours; and while by
the aid of this powerful agent the ships of
toth nations may scour the coastr with
favourable weather at from twelve to filtern
or sixteen miles an hour, the raillways which
gird the land. to say unothing of the telo-
graphs,may in all weathers carry the armies
which aro to guard it and their material

(a) ¢ L.octures on tho Distribution of onr Wat
Forcos,” 1169



