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stratogy, and yot thero is no country in the
world which possesses & fairer field for the
oxerciso of that best of gifts to the soldier
than tho torritorics of the United States
with a line of the most magnificent lncus-
trino navigation in the world in the rear, and
with navigable rivers stretching from the
seaboard to the shores of tho great lakes, a
naval power such as England thon was and
now is could find no difficulty in striking at
the vitals of that country, and in the case
under consideration the Hudson rivor was
the truo siratogotical lino.

If New York had been occupied by a di-
vision of troops its bay by a squadron of
heavy vessels and a division of gun Loats,
another squadron in possession of Albany
with, say; 15,000 mon direct communication
kept open with New York by gun boats and
armed vessels, communicatiou kopt open
with Canada, via Crown Poiut, Ticonderago,
Fort Gioorge and Fort Edward occupied, tho
conquest of the United States or tho extine-
tion of the rebellion of the Colonies would
have only been the work of one campaign.

For the first three yoars the wholo re-
sources of the United States in troops and
provisions were drawn from what had been
the Eastern Provinces; by cutting off the
<gommunications the war would have rapidly
ethausted the Middle and Southern Pro-
vinces and it would have died from sheer
inapition. In 1812 it had becomo necessary
to control the Mississippi, and the United
States politicians hastened to malo peace
when they found an expedition against New
Orleans was in contemplation,—though that
failed disgracefully it did not alter the as-
pect of the case, and it could be repeated.

At the present time it would be necessary
to seizo and control the Hudson and the
Mississippi as far as St. Louls. The control
of the Great Lakes would place those two
pointswithin 350 miles of the communication
through those inland seas, and toa naval
force holding one half of North America
with a powerful Colony like Canada the con-
quest of the United States would not be an
impossible contingency,

Atall cvenis this very vuloerability is a
guarantee that American politicians must
keop tho peaco whether they like it or not.
As those facts are well known and under-
stood in Canada, although. from the offorts
of political economists at home, it would ap-
pear that the English people, statesmen or
soldiors, know as little of the topography of
the Thited States and Canada as Loudon,
Abercrombie, Howe or Clinton. The plan
of a campaign in the United States has yet
to be tried. .

Rirre Matce.—The Sth Battalion Rifle
Volunigers had a match on Saturday, on the
Boeauport Flats at which Color-Sergt. Haw-
king, No. 2 Company, won tho silver cup.
There were 30 competitors. Private Parnel
and Fraser and Color-Sergeant Norris, also
won prizes in another match.

SIHOOTING AT TIE VOLUNTEERS.

On Wednesday night last the ofticers and
men of tho 56th P -ttalion wore startled by
the report of several viflo shiots heard at in-
tervals of a fow minutes, and ovidently
aimod at their cpmp from some point a little
to the East of the Drill Shed. The balls wore
distinctly heard by several members of the
battalion whizzing past, and in very dis
agreenblo proximity to, their tente.—They
wero also heard in Fort Wellington, and
Major White and Liout. Dowdell, of the R.
C. Rifles, came over from the Fort to the
volunteor camp to ascertain tho causo of
the firing. Col, Jegsup, Commandar of the
Battalion, was in his tent at tho time of the
first sbot, and while conversing with Major
Shepherd as to the cause, ke heard the whiz
of a bullet quite close to him. By this time
the camp was in commotion, cverybody
wondering where the shots were coming
from. At length it was suspected, from the
direction in which the balls came and other
oircumstances, thotit was Henry Marshall,
painter, who was maling a target of tho
camp, Accordingly Major White and Cap.
tain Armstrong of the Volunteers were des-
patched by Col. Jessup with a picket to
Marshall’s house, and when within 150 feet
of it they saw a flash and heard a shot pro-
coed fron. the premises. Un roaching the
house they found Marshall with a rifle in lus
possession whichhad evidently been quite
rocently fired, and which was reloaded and
capped ready for another shot. The picket
thereupon arrested Marshall and placed b
in the guard room at Fort Wellingtun fos
safe keeping. Next morning lie was do-
liverad over to the custody of the civil an
Jhorities, and broughty before the Mayor
and M. Gray, Esq., toi exanunaton. on the
chargo of firing oft ses erad ritle shuts with the
intent to do grievous hodlily injury to somo
of the members of the 56th Battalion.  After
a careful investigation of the charge, a good
many witnesses bemg hemd,the tourt com-
mitted Marshall to Biockville to await his
trial for the offonce.  No bail bemng allowed,
Marshall was accordingly seut up to gaoi.
Tho alleged motive for this serous crime is
a feeling of hatrad susd (o Lo cutertzined vy
Marshall against scveral cfticers of the
volunteer force. \Whatever may have been
tho motive, thero czn be o guestion as to
the outrageous paturc of the uilence wluch
was prevented from being o murder ouly by
the interposition of Providence.  Itis aat
ter of thankfulness that no ono was huvt,—
Prescott Telegraph.

INSPECTION OF THE 56TH BATTALION.

On Wednesday afternoon last, the 36th
Battalion of Volunteer Militia was inspected
in tho Fort Field, by Col. Atcherley D,A.A G.
assisted by Brigade Major Jackson. The
Battalion presented areslly fine, soldice like
appearsnce and went through a series of
movements in very creditable stylo.—The
Battalion Band enlivened the proceedings,
by playing a variety of appropriate airs,
After theinspection which was carefully and
minutely performed, Col. Atcherloy ad-
dressed thd Battalion :n complimentary
terms.—Ho gave both officors and men credit
for tho progress the battalion had made in
drill and for their smarfness and general
proficiency.

The difterent companies loft for homo on
the following day, having spent 7 days in
camp.—DPrescet! Thlegraph.
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THE 27T BATTALION.

A weok of soldiering, in fino woather is
not an unpleasant chango from the dull
monotony of every day lifo; and our velun-

teers appeared to enjoy amazingly the period
of their annual drill, although they woro not
Llessed with good wenther all the time.
Thoy had a sample of all sorts of weather,
indeecd—fino and warm—rainy and stormy—
cold and chilly. It was a hard week’s work
for all concerned, but tho Surgeon had no
sickness to report—all beingin excellont
health and spirits. Si1x hours of drill were
put in daily, and it was remarkable to ob
sorve the great improvement made ia drill,
intornal economy and general managewunent,
in soshort & time. Tho Battalion was re.
viewed on Monday afternoon by Lt. Col.
Taylor, D.A.G., and complimented very
highly for their ciliciency, Lt.-Col. Moflt,
Brigade Major, was also presont. A pleasiug
faature of the proceedings was the presenta.
tion of a handsomasword to the Adjutant,
Charle  Jisher, by the Warwick Cownpany.
Capt Kingston, inaneat speoch, in behalf
of his Company made the presentation, to
which the A djutant replicd in excellent taste.
In our next issue we shiull endeavor to find
room for Loth address and reply. Un Sun.
day the Battalion attended divino service in
St. George's Church when the Chaplain, Rev.
J C. Gibson preachied an elogquent dizecurse.

Oa Tuesday morning they bioke camyp,
the vmious Compinies lraving for home.
The conduct of tue men vy extremely
praiseworthy ; and with the exception of onc
man who indalged the frat diy in an extra
potation of *‘ ol rye™ bef... th.ngs had been
pat in ¢ ship shape” tiere were no com-
plaints.  ‘The strictest discipline was main-
tained, and cunp life taughe by an old cam-
paigner, Capt. Parsons, who wus present fur
that puvpose,

SHOOTING MATCLL AND PIC-NIC.

A county shoot'ng match will take place
at Vernon, on Taesday, the 17th iast., and
following day. Thefirst day will be chicfiy

devoted to Volunteer matehes, the second
day to a pic-nic and county match for the
silver cup presented by Dr. urant, M.1., anl
asitver watch presented by Mr. Pace, jewel.
o1, Ottawa.  Several other excellent prizes
Jmve Leen kindly and liberally contributed
by tho following gentlemen of Ottawa city:
Mr. Allen, Rideau strect, a silver buttercup;
Mr. Notman, & large hrstclass photograph
of the winner; Mann Bros., a patent churn;
G. Mortimer, & gentleman’s dressing casg;
Davidson & Daniels, a toilet cise, I, F. Mac-
Cartby, a pair of vases; Blyth & Kerr, o
thermometer; Borbridgo Bros., a satchel;
1. B. [ackaberry, an album. Kenmorve. B.
Brianen, a pair of tweed pants; J. H. Cas-
selg, 2 pair of kip boots; D. Fisilcr, a tweed
vest.. Motcalfo: W. Allen, o tweed vest ;
W. Camnpbell, cash §3.

Varivus smaller sums have been contribu-
ted by gentiemen from Osgoode and Russell,
making the whole a very respectable list of
prizes. .

Itis (i;ilscasmg to olserve so marked an in-
terest displayed in bringing out the good
marksmeu of' Russell, and wo trust the pic.
nic and shooting match will bo a decided
5uccess.

The 110 Papal Zouaves who left Montreal
last week for New York on their way to
Rome, wero chiefly boys from tho rural dis-
tricts. The scenoat tho station, when ;mrl-

ing from their relatives, was affecting®and
rather melancholy.



