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minister is teaching, another is labouring ta caunter-
act. Anti, if these art funtiamental principles, as Lt
stems ta me theý' must bc, then tht denominational
"house is divititt against itseli."

Unless there la soint basis ai union agreeti upon
lietwcen the several chtches ai aur denomination,
then there can bie no stîccessici co-operation in Christ-
fan work. Sucli a union can only lie effected by an
ageement upon some standard ai fai th anti poli ty. I
do nat say that such a standard shal bie explicit upon

;winor points ai doctrine or polity. But Lt must de''claie ant i naintain wlîat Lt consitiers as the essentiai-
-of doctrine anti pality.

In order for this, Lt i'î not only nectssary that the
denamination shaîl agreelupan certain articles ai faiîli
anti discipline as esseatial, but there nmust lit saine
mvodus o$oerasdi Ln nsaintaining those article3 ai iaith
and discipline We caine, thertiare, te tht second
division ai aur question, viz., How can the essential- of
our fai/s and dirsipine be maiîvtained P

Surely such essentials cannot be niaintaineti if ench
cisurcli asserts tht riglit ta believe wlsat she pleases ;
ta receive iu/o, anti eject ftos litr niemlersbip who-
soever she deems agrceable ta herseli ; and ta ardain
or install as lier istor whoever site likes, irrespective
of lis moral and Christian character. For white an
indivitical chtirch may pileuse hertîf in these things,
site may, at tht samne time, sorely displtase athers, as
well as bring reproacli upori tht whole sisterhoad, af
chut cIes.

Ta my mind, such a union can only be maintaincd
by sorte concertei inovement ai tht denamination.
This movement, among Cangregationalists, mcst be of
such a character as net ta tieprive any individual
church ai ber rigbt ta receive into lier rnemliership
thase who confarm ta that standard, or ta eject thase
who do nat.

This cati only bie dont by santie system, ai mutual
ativisement, arnd tht"I Council System Il is tht sinsplest
andi rost effectual af any ai which 1 have any know-
letige, andi this aotwithstanding yaur rcflections,-evi-
dently without knowletige of facts,--Ln a late number
of the INDEPENDENT upon tht effects af that system
in Maint.

Now I happen ta have lived entier that system La
Maint for mare than twenty years, and therefore,
jutige myseli ta have sarne lcnowledge ai its workings
and effects. Anti I cas. rost crnpbatically assert that
Ilreti tape» bas neyer been felt ta lieany part ai the sys-
,cm ui tht Congregational churches La that State. On
1hecontrary, I know afine body of Christians who, are

h~ oiimniocs La aIl their mavements, anti who are sa
d % oid ai anything like autacracy in their den,,mina-
tiaa warkings. Nar da 1 stand alane is th-s opinion.
JIt k tht univera opinion ai strangers who attend the
'Mîne State Conference ai tht Congregatian J
Chuioes," that it carnies tht oalmn for Christian
equaýy, anti brotherly lave and farlitarance

Nothas tht" Councit Systera Il ever been regartict
as a "Isnidable untitrtaking» in any ai the "installa-
tions o4lisrnissians ai pastars" I which I have any
knowled(e. In factthey were alwa3-s ooketiupon as
theoog!il anti spiritual treats, andi tere aiten produc-
tive ai grtit religiaus awakenings.

Let us Iuk, for a little, iat the warkings anti ativan-
tages ai th system. A church is about ta ardain or
instali a Pý.tor. Shc recagnizes tht sisterbooti and
co-oper&t1iYýelIowship ai tht cherches. Letters-mis-
.sive are sefltýo tht neighbouring churches (there are
:about tWentýin tht caunty where 1 liveti), inviting

-tesypastni a ilte ta aisiun tht service.
At tht appi~ rnthCouniltus inviteti meet
with tht chuts Tht position anti doings ai the
-church, as alsý tht papers and statements ai tht
pastar-elect arèharoughly investigateti. If anything
"bas been wrongvith tht churcli relative ta their past
:pastor or othtrW'Ip, tht advice ai tht Council is given
-upôn Lt And suý timtly ativice is often very helpiuî
to the church in itrelations ta tht new pastar.
SThe cxamindtioIýf the credentials anti views ai tht

pastor usuallY cavk a broati range. His Christian
experience, bis knasedge ai the doctrines and insti-
-tutions of tht gaspelhis views ai church polity, etc.,

retliss not anlY la!,' -fore bis own churcli, but ire~

fully îinderstood by the sister cherches. This brings
the new pastar muao bis work with the confidence a
intelligent co-aperatian ai the neighbouring churches.
The religiaus services throughaut are usually af a high
order, white tht confidences and interchanges of sym-

pathy are productive af great gooti ta all.
Tht dismissian ai a pastar Is very much of the saine

character, and it is important flot only ta the pastar
who is disnîisscd, but aiso ta any church ta which ht
may subscquently go, as Lt confers upon hlm the en-
dot sation oi tht ministers anti cherches in the imnit-
diate vicinity ai his last pastoral charge.

As ta tht benefits ai this system, I niay say I bie-
lieve Lt would have saved aur church n the city of
Halifax, froam installing as her pastar, an Intemperate
andi otherwise immoral man, and hier subsequent ex-
tinction as tht result. Other churches Ln this Pro-
vince have cîther beconse extinct or greatly injureti
through the want ai some systemn ai this kinti. Nor
is Nova Scotia alane Ln such disastrous results. Tht
other Provinces have hati their difficulties from, the
saine source, white tht blush ai shame has cavered
the faces ai the trucst anti best in aur denornination.
And I arn sure otîr churches and ministers in tht
Maritime Provinces, are naw experiencing a sense ai
security in the introduction ai the Il cauncil systeni"
neyer before felt.

But it may bie said, if a churcli persistently dots
wrang, cannat the sister churches disfellowship with-
out calling a council ? les ; but where there is ne
thorough investigation and understanding ai the facts
is the case, they will nat. There are always sorte
churches anti pastars wha will (tel that, Ln tht absence
ai knowledge, the matter must bie looketi upon cita it-
abiy as the rumours are doubtless larRgei exaggeraed.
Ansi worse still, there are always somte who, hearing
only one sîde ai Ihe story, wLll tell tht churcb she bas
been shtamt-futty treafed by those who refuse ta fellow-
slip lier. And sa Lt cames ta pass that what miglit
have been preventeti by zimtly knowledge andi Chs
tian ativisement, results in the destruction ai a churcli,
andi a repu-oach upan tht cause ai Christ.

Again Lt rnay bie objecteti, that this system saveurs
too mncl oi Piesbyttrianism, wLich, ta say tht ltast,
cannot bie consitiereti as very canticcive ta concarti
anti spirituality, if we may jutige of Lt where the system
bas had tht religiaus mocltiing ai a community for
any cansiderable leagth ai Urne.

I answer, there Ls a vast difference betwttn a sys-
tetu ai IlChurcli courts, anti aone ai Church counicils.
Tht "lChurcli courts" I tht Presbyterian Churcli
are compriseti ai iinisters anti eiders, who fallow a
case from tht "lSession"I ta tht IlGeneral Assembly,'y
white tht opinion anti wisbes ai tht local congrega-
tien, are neyer authoritively heard ia tht matter. In
the Ilcouncil systemi I tht Congregational churches,
tht pastors anti telegates are chosen by the vote
ai the whole niembership ai the Church, and their
opinion mbtst be submitteti ta tht Church for ber
approval. And, if a churcli féels aggrieved by tht
action ai onm. council, she cali anather ai entirely dif-
férent parties.

In the one systens, tht oftkcrs of the IlChurck
court," sit in jcdgment upon tht doings ai tht pastar
or congregation., white in tht other, tht ChurcA sits in
jutigment u n the atice ai a counicil.

Pastor of thse Congregationai ChurcA.
Maifllad, No-va Scotia-, Aug. 361h, 19~79.

:Q)ews of the 49Churches.

REv. G. T. COLWELL supplied tht church in Acton
on the 7th andi 14th inst

TEE new Congregational church at Shetiden is ta
bce dedicateti an Thursday, Octaber z6th, and follow-
ing Suntiay.

REv. W. F. CLARKE lias been asslsting tht Rev.
E. D. Silcox at Stouffviile and Unianvilie for the past
month anti will continue ta do sa for a few weelcs.

REv. D. MCGîtGOR, M.A., lias resigneti the pastar-
att oi tht cburch in Liverpool, Nova Scotia. Tht-
resignation te' taût effect .at the end af the present
mntil.

WVESTERN ASSOCIATION.-TtC Autumn.tl Session
wvill be helti at Paris un Tue3day andi Wednesday,
October 14th andci5zth. The order is as follows:
First Session on Tu'tsday at 3 P.nl. In the evcning
the Sccretary will preacli the Associai onal sermon,
and the Lord's Supper will be administereti. Papers
will bie read on these subjects, " Reacljustment af our
Miisionary Operations,» by Rev. W. H. Altworth ;
"lDenominational Aggression," Rev. J. Griffith ; "lThe
Sabbath, a Canservator af Righteousness in the Coin-
munity," G. S. Climie ; " Review af ' Date on the
Atanement,"' R. W. WVallace. Atidresses wil be de-
livereti an "How ta securc Family P)iety," by Rev. C.
D uif, M.A.; "The Duty af Christians to the Times,'
by Rev. J. Hawie ; IlWork for Seuls 1 nvigorating," by
Rev. W. Hay. These are ail promiseti and sure, so
the succea af the session is ensureti. Witt the
churches appoint delegates at the September Church
meeting? Inform Rev. Mtr. Allworth of your intended
visit by Octaber 6th at the Intest, sa that provision
may be madie for your entertainment. An autumnal
hand.shake ait round wili do us ai gaod. Se be on
hand.

II*Reigious X-Ciews.
ITr is rep<>rted that George Macdonald, preacher, poct anid

novelist, is about ta visit the United States shartly.
Tii a ladies of the Congoegational cburch ai Marysville,

Ohio, made $3,500 for thieir church by publisbing a book
on coakery.

IN Duluth, Minineta, flot more than anc-bauf the cleven
churches are used for reliions p- p oses. Thetown grew
very fast at anc lime, and t ien dew ncd as fast.

TitE Crown Prince of Gcrmany is flot su popular as hie
ought ta be, and this is mainly bcause, like bi ancestar
Frcdcrick the Gi-cat, he neyer can refrain from sneening at
the (cals with whom hie is brought in contact.

CAPT. ADAts, ai the whaler "Arctie," gives aut no spirit
rations ta bis sailars, andi finds hot coffee is much prcferablc
ta graga a sus-aining stimulant untier extreme cold. Ardent
s1pirits wlere nat ta be, gven ta the crcw af the Polar explar-
ing ship "Jeannette," fwbicli bas reccntly saaled.

PRINCIPAL TULLOCII, Lt la stated, is tobeinviteti ta Lon.
don as Dr. Cunining's successor, andi arrangcements will be
proposeti whercby he may continue ta discliarg his nunser-
aus duties in Scaîlandby residing he Partaihtya. f
hie acccpts the invitation. it is bcieved that the proposai, for
the crection ai a Presbyteriau church on the Thames Ens-
bankment, whicb was abandoned sorte lime ago, will lie re-
viveti under Broai Church auspices.

A MliNisTERs' Scaside Home is anc ai the latcat features
in English Congregatianal cii-des. The Rev. Urijah R.
Thomas, of Bristol, is the chief inaver in the inatter. As-
sisted by a few frientis, lie lias purchased 'lthe Grange," at
Morthac, near Iliracombe, Devon, wbich he opens far min-
isters af sinai incarnes at very law rates. Now, lie asks for
£Cz,ooo as an endawmcent fund. The charges are nlot suffi-
dient ta meet the expenses, andi if the institution is ta go on
and 1- made available ta those wha most need il, something
afi ttatureoaian endow ment must besecreti. Ht makts
ilie "lHome " a catbolic institutian, opening Lus doars ta
clergynen ai ail denonsinationa.

CAsFs af persecution ai Protestants ini Spain are mtiltiply.
ing. Two agents ai the Evangelical Cantinental Society are
on trWa-'*the anc for buffini; a persan, at the request of
the relations, in a cemetery wliich the pricsts dlaim as their
exclusive prapetty ; the other for hol ding meetings Ln a
village ta which bie lied been invited." The latter bas been
twice conziemned ta Lmprisanmient andi fine an Ibis charge,
andi is now awaitLng the result of an appeal ta the Supte
Court. Figuetas, an evangelist, was thrust inta a dungean
for twa tisys for holding a village service near i o.J Twa
ai Mr. Spurgean's former students were assaileti wfh tones,
at the open instigation ai the priest, as they wcre returning

iros avilag weretby btibeen preaching. At Camunas
tbc authorities ai the villagc semi ta bave decidedo n driv-
ing aut ail religious teachers. Tliey bave put Uic prietto
fligh lt, and the P>rotestant pester is ordereti ta leave, on pain
ai deatb.

A NK'.' and beautiful Presbyterian chutch was lately
openeti at a cost ai about aCioooo, in Armagli, the piatial
city ai Irelanti. The Rev. Dr. Donald Fraser, ai La.ni,
preacheti an the occasion, anti mentinneti tbe following
anecdote. After a sermon preacheti by bim aithUi opeising
ai a churcli elsewhere, a lady ai fashianable position in sa-
ciety cameta hlm. IlWbh sbauld I bave twa watches white
the boeuse ai Goti remamns un paid for?" He rulied,
IlReally, I cannai tell wlsy." She then saii, Il 1, I
wLll give the better watcb ofithe twa toward the cost ai the
churcli." She diti sa, anti a jcweller at j'5 for ItI which
wus a sensile addition ta the fanti. Dr. Fraser addteti that
et anaUier collection, on Uic previaus Sabbath, a lady who
Wa not a p Lec ai gzoldp and who did nat car* ta give alver,

took the chain off ber neck and put Lt on the plate. She
old ]ose notblng by Ibat. Thcy might say that Uicefter

impulsve -warnen. WeIl, impulsive ntomen migbit risc up ta
czeida llibral mecin the day of the Lard.


