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sisted all entreaties te follow tho example of her sister, and only repl*tcd -to
the expostulations of Naomni in the words nlroady qnoted, "lEntreat me flot
te Icave thce, or to return froin following after theo : for whitlicr thon gocst,
1 'will go ; and where thou lodgest, 1l wilt lodge ; thy people shall bc my peu.
ple, and thy God my God." The attachinent thus displayed is very 'narai
and praiseworthy. It led lier te forsake lier own relatives and friends, to
quit the country ef her birth, and accompany the objeet of bier regard inte
the land of strangers. She hoped that she miglit thus ho enabled te minister
te Naomi's wants, te sympathise and meurn with ber in the afflictions whricli
wruag lier heart, and alleviate by ber labours and kind attention the priva-
tiens and infirmities which attend old age and wiant. The distress produccd
by reverse of worldly circumstanees is one of the best, enterions for enabling
us te distinguish bet.ween roal and falso fniends. We may leara froin the
conduct ef Ruth te ho faitliful and affectionate towards eur friends in adver.
sity, remembering, for eur encourag'ement, that we nover more resemble our
blossed Lord than when wo pour fle balai of consolation inte the woundeod
spirit, and rolieve the distresses of the destitute and fersairen. It wias with
great nobloness of spirit that Ruth resolved te share the fortunes of lier nged
mother-in-law. The worldly cireuinstances of Neemi wore at this time by
ne mens enviable. We find her sending Rluth te glenn in the fields of
Boaz-a plain proof of their poverty, and of their being in want evea of the
necessaries of life. What could ho the rulinr motive wiicl influenced, Ruth
in the step sho thus took ? It is pretty plain frein the concluding clause of
verso 16 that she liad been instructed in the knewledge of the one living and
truc Qed, the God of lier mother-in-law; and this acceunts for lier anxiety
te accompany Naomi te the land of Jarael, the moral gardon in the wilderness
of surrounding idolatry. She was axieus te enjey the blessing of intercourse
with the people of Gode te visit those places whieh had witnessed Miraculous
dispînys of Divine power and goodness, and te unite with God's choses people
in the exorcises of religious wership. Orpali, as already seen, returned unto
lier people and lier gods. Theugli blessed te Rulth, Divine trutli lad .pre.
duced ne beneficia1 effeet upon iser mind, thus iilustrating the soereignty of
Gode whe lias merc 'y on whom lie wiil have merey, and compassion on 'ihom
lie will have compassion, and whotu he wiil ho hardeneth. IlTwo 'nomen
shail be grnding nt the miii : the ose shall be taken and the other left.",

The conduot of Rnth in ohoosing the people of Naorni for lier people, and
the God of Laraci for lier Gode was net loft unrewardod. God regarded the
lew estate of lis liandinaidea, united lier in marriage te a wealthy kinsman
ef lier former linshand, asd made lier a mother in Israel-yea, an ancestresia
of David the great, king, and aise of Jesus, David's King and David's Lord.
In tlie reception ef this Gentile weman into the churcli of Gode and in the
distinguished place asigned lier as a progenitrix of our Lord, we lave au
earnest and pledge of the admission of the Gentiles to a participation o? the
privileges, greatly enlargcd, that were se long confined te the Jews, as the
peenliar people e? the Lord. Like IRuth, lot us lears te forego, ail worldly
company, ail the decoitfnl pieasures and honours of this present life, in order
that wve may enjey the fiiendship of God and spiritual intercourse with his
people; rememhering our Lord's gracieus promise te Peter, and te all wlie
rest their faith on the ame foundation as that of Peter's confession, e&There
is ne man that bath left lieuse, or parents, or brother, or wife, or children,
for the kingdom, ef God's sake, wlio shall net receive manifold more ia ifhe
prosent, life, and iii the world te cerne lufe everlastiiag." D. J~. D.


