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or, as it might be rendered, * Believe in God,
sad believe in me.” Believe, that is, in the
attribates of the Father, so terrible to his
encmies, and believe in me, the brightoess of
his glory, and the express image of his per-
aon, an i'ou shall see and feel all those glo-
rious and terrible attributes radiant with
eternal love. Belief in the existence of God,
apart from belief in the existence of the Son,
istead of alleviating human misery, aggra-
vates 1t the more. There is no consolation

afforded to the mourning soul, by the knowl- |
cdge that one Supreme Being holds the seep- |

tre of the universe; for without knowing and
believing in God the Son, the contemplation
of the Deity would scare the miad of the
convicted sinner, who could not but regard
the Supreme as a jealous and an avenging
God—a consuming fire; and when adversity

lnid us prostrate, we would regard it ouly as |

the frown of the Almighty, not as the correc-
tion of a father. We could not see him in
the tempest, in the earthquake or the fire, but
aiways in the still small voice, if indeed we
«uuld suppose that his voice was ever any-
thing but appalling to hear. Without faith
1. Christ we could not know God at all:
* neither knoweth any man the Father save
tac Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal him.” ‘The light of nature is but dim
without the light of the Gospel. The voice
f philosophy is powerless m the hour of
t:iai. to comfort and cheer the soul. Of what
avail is it to know that the universe is regu-
lated by general laws; that the inexorable
deeree of mortality and change is engraved
cu ail things under the sun, and that man
must bend to his fate? Stoical indifference
ot passive submission is the cold and heart-
sess philosophy of the world. It is the natu-
ral offspring of belief in some one who is at
the head of all affairs; but who or what he
is, it cannot tell. Life and immortality are
trought to light by the Guspel; consolations
and joys are there unfolded which eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, nor entered into the
icart of man to conceive. It is faith in the
Yather, ih union with fuith in the Son, which
will enable us to see that light, aud appropri-
ate these consolations and joys. By means
cf this cvangelical faith, the fear and love of
God are produced in the soul; truth and
saercy are shown in beautiful harmony;
righteousness and peace in sure and honora-
ble reconcilement. The two affections of fear
and love, in which the whole of religion may
aimost be said, to be comprised, exist in one
and the same mind, towards one and the same
giorious personage. Wonderful harmony!
unlvoked-for co-existence! It is the union of
the two that constitutes the saving faith of
the Goaprl, and is emphatically called a
guield. How is it & remedy against trouble?
It enables the soul to repose and trust in the
fsithfuless and love of God. When under
the pressure of distress, we are apt to exclaith
with Job— all thece things are against me.”
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! We are prone to reason thus: if God lox
, me, he would not so chostise me; but fuy
; Fecogniges in the most trying circumstaney
\ the hand of a loving father, and hails it ju
fully as a discipline most necessary and beuiL
j ficial. Too prone to forget God when 1
sun of prosperity shines upon us, we nan,
rally say, “This is my rest for ever, huf
will I dwell, for I have desired it.” We b
, &in to think too complacently of our cung
tion, and say—* Soul take thine ease, thy
hast much goods laid up for many jean
but our Lord sufters not his own to he th
 deceived, or thus enjoy inglorious and fi;,
. cious rest. The fan is in bis hand, and &
wheat is winnowed. He is the refiner, o
his gold is purified. 1le is the physician,
the patient must feel the sharp edge of
instrument of cure.  “Affiiction for thep
sent, is nut joyous but grievous;” bLut th
faith enables us to rely on the promise th
“afterwards it shall work out a far moree
ceeding, cven an eternal weight of gl
Dark and dismal is the winter of the
but it is beneficial. Its frosts and snows
but the process preparatory to another spricg
when the face of nature smiles again, aud 3§
gloom of winter is forgotten. Analogous
this are the adverse seasons of the Chrisi
life. Our nature recoils from the tempy
and shudders at its sullen aspect; bui (b
faith points out the true hiding place f
the storm, and the covert from the temp
until all ills be overpast.
Let us consider the eflicacy of faith in e
bling the Christian to bear the various ill
life.” Take the cuse of the disciples the
gelves, after they had been fully confirmel
the kingdom of God; for the greatest dif4
ence is observable between their cond
when disciples and when apostles. Ind
one character, as seen in the passage bd
ug, they were disconcerted and alarmed at
approach of trial. In the other, they sho
remarkable intrepidity. As disciples,
betrayed pusilanimity and cowardice.
forsook their Lord and fled. As apos
they could brave the most appalling dang
and endure the most cruel tortures, ut
mayed. Like Moses, influenced by fi
they chose rather to sufter affliction withs
people of God than to enjoy the pleasurs
sin for a season. The trials of the ap
were most severe. Sce that abridgemen
Paul’s life, written by himself, in 2 Cor,
cap., and what a record of suffering andt
itis! And this terrible catalogueof P
was written, be it observed, during
residence at Ephesus, where he had
long time to labor, that iy to suffer,
Master's cause. Now what enabled him
his fellow-apostles to triumph over all
It was not their enthusiasm—that they i
possesstd—but it was as remote from fa
cism as courage is from rashness.
were the words of truth and soberness 9
more calmly and deliberately ‘than by?




