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the wilderness  Some recollect o~ eut us very
loenly, andeven muake us furious with resentful

.1t was surely not so with Ishacl.  He
was not hardened by hardship.  He was a giant
and & true king, and his eye 0ok in wide sweeps
of things, and thus helped lus soul townrd large
and nohie judgments.

Abraham is gur frther, too, it we believe, tor he
is the fatuer of the fuithful,” If we blame him
for ought of sbartcoming or misdeed, we blune
oursclves, tor we are more to be reproached than
Be. Abraham lived in the twilight, we live in the
full noon; Abraham stood alone, we are members
of the General Assembly and Church ot the first-
born, with throvgs of fricmis around us, and
blessed memories and ingpirations.  Let us eulti-
waie the pilgrim spirit. Let us “declave plainly
that we scek a country.” Here we have no con-
tinming city, but we scek ope to come. Bind the
sandals, grasp the staff, tarry bricfly everywhere,
and though faint, be evermore pursuing, content
with nothing less than heaven.—The Complete
Preacher.

RUSSIAN SOLDIERS AND THE
BIBLE.

A member of the committee of the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bible Socicty writes:—
More than 60,000 Bibles and portions of
the Scriptures have been bought lately
by the soldiers of the Russian armies
since they crossed the Pruth. Large

editions have been required, and the
books were sent from Vienna, Odessa,
St. Petersburg, and London, necessarily
for very high rates for carriage, and in-
volving an expense of £8,000. The
agent of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, who has conducted the arrange-
ments, reports from Buchacest several
interesting particulars, as follows :—

“ As to the Russians, we are one and
all of opinion that their readiness to buy
is unparalleled in our experience of thg
Society’s Continental works. It is a
strange thing, «nd yet not less true than
strange. when fierce-looking Cossacks,
armed to the teeth, thank you ten times
over for having brought them the New
Testament, and when they can scarce be
restrained in the gladness of their hearts
from taking you in their bony arms to
give you a well-meant, albeit none the
leas dreaded, hug of gratitude. And not
only do the men bay, but they read ; for
they can read, and that to an extent that
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has utter!y surprised me. All the re-
ports received by me agree in this par-
ticular, that there are comparatively fuw
unable to read, and the explanation giv-
en by the common men, a3 well a- by
some of high rank, of the glad but stranue
fact is that, since the introduction of geu-
eral compulsory military service a fiw
years ago, it has been made obligatory
on all the subalterns and on the younger
commissioned officers to see toit, as soon
as the recruits enter the army. that they
acquire the wholesome art of reading,
Dr. Obermuller, the Grand Duke’s phy-
sician, told me that the arrangement gave
such satisfaction at the time that men
whose term of service had run out, had
asked permission before quitting to at-
tend the new reading-class. In the long
Russian winters, with snow all around
many feet deep, drilling impossible, and
all out-of-door exercises impracticable,
spelling and reading were welcomed as
leasant and profitable pastimes. Not
only do the Russians buy, not only can
they read but they do read ; and through
the camp, and along the roadside, they
may be seen in their spare hours, book
in bhand, alone or in small companies. It
is a sight to do a man’s heart good. It
is but repeating what has been told me
time after time by different parties in
various parts of the counuwry, that, speak-
ng generally, the Russian soldier has yet-
to be discovered who would speak an ir-
reverent word of the Iiovly Gospel, or
who would knowingly venture to treat a
Bible colportcur with harshness or con-
tempt. Generally the title-page of their
New Testament has been to our men a
more valuable credential, a more power-
ful recommendation, than e¢ither their
passport or their license, and while com-
mon hawkers are strictly forbidden, our
colporteurs are joyfully welcomed. It
has frequently been the case that the
commanding officer has been the first to
buy a number of copies, which he him-
self would dist-ibute as a gift to the com-
mon shldiers around him.—Observer.



