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some evening through the week. The
voung wonen’s Bible ¢lass was at first
held on Sabbath, and there was none for
young men 3 but when T gave up hopes
of the institution of a Young Men's
Christian Association,the voung women’s
class was transferred to Tuesday even-
ing. and a young men’s class was held on
Sabbath instead.  The holding of separ-
ate classes involves more labour; but
where it can b done, it is likely to be
more usctul, as the members feel more
free to ask questions, to express them-
selves, and t¢ manifest anxiety which
otherwise they may feel but Lashfully
bide.

The prayer meeting was held on
Thursday evenings, first in the school,
but aftcr\yanls in the church, and was
comparatively well attended by our own
people. with 2 number from the Congre-
gationalist and other churches.  Bearing
the nmame of a prayer-meecting, it was
really more like 2 week-evening service,
as generally no person tovk part but Mr.
Hall and myself.

Althoueh not connected with our own
Charch. let me briefly describe the meet-
ing in \\'h.ich I :ssisted Mr. Hall 5 for it
i one which might very profitably bLe
imitated, where circumstances are favor-
able. It was similar in design to the
serviee for children which is held monthly
orquarterly in sume of our own churches;
that is, the children were immediately
addressed.and the diseourse was srecinll'v
snited to them, while older people were
present. and - were thus indireetly, and
accasionally  direetly, spoken to. But
instead of being at so long intervals it
was weekly, it was also more free and
casy,questions were asked and admirably
answered, hymns were sung which were
found to interest and be liked by chil-
dren, and they were sung well and
heartily too. It is very often found that
no d'scourses so reach the hearts and
consciences of adults as those which are
addressed to children. At the close, all
who were enquiring the way to Zion,
and wio wished for conversation and
prayer, were invited to wait, and some-
times the little vestry was crowded with
both chiliren and grown persons.  The
experience of some of the most successful
lahourcss groes to show the usefulness of
@ving sueh an opportunity after the
preaching of the Gospel.  Impressions

arc thus fixed which would otherwise be
diseipated, difficulties are removed, the
way of salvation is more fully explained,
the hesitant is helped to decision, the
nail is clinched which was driven in by
the public discourse. Often the seed
which is sown in public preaching is
hastened in germination and growth,
and is reaped, by this and other modes
of private dealing. I found it also most
important to watch the countenances of
the aundience, and where uny showed
signs of anxiety or feeling, to visit these
immediately, and endeavour to lead
them at once to the Saviour.

Another meeting which I twice ad-
dressed was held every fortnightor month
a few miles out of town. and conducted
by different ministers.  Both times some
remained behind, seemingly more or less
deeply impressed and anxions for salva-
tion. The last time twosisters remained,
one of whom seemed very deeply and
genuinely under the influence of God’s
Spirit, working by Ilis truth. Poor
thing ! she had just come to the place,
as a servant, and up to this time had
been under the preaching of one of the
highest of High Churchinen, and 1 sup-
puse the simple gospel from the text,
“ By Him all that believe are justified
from all things, &ec.,” was new to her,
and entered her heart more readily than
it does hearts that are gospel-hardened.

At first I did not expect to visit many
of the congregation except the sick and
those specially needing visitation.  But
1 soon found that all looked tor a visit;
and as the time of my stay was lengthen-
ed from four to six, and from ¢ix to
eight wecks, I succeeded in visi(ing al-
most every family at least once. The
first few visits were paid in company
with a friend who very kindly accom-
panied me to guide and introduce me.
But 1 presently found that T conld not
casily get into close personal dealing
unless alone ; and 1 consider that pasto-
ral visitation, which amounts to nothing
more than a polite, general chat, is worth
very little, 1f, indecl, it is not worse
than none at all, and that the conversa-
tion should always be made closely, ear-
nestly and affectionately personal, like
Paul's, who *taught from honse to
house,” « warning every man night and
day with tears.” _ And so I began intro-
duving mysclf. I cannot be sufficiently



