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under the best and inost skilfui treatment.
.The doctors understood his mnalady, and
knew full well how lie mist be treated. Wise
and able professional nn-Mr. Martin, Mr.
Pollok, and Mr. Costley-all agreed in say-
ing that the sick child merely required "sup-
:port," and they made many appeals in his
behalf, and did not appeal in vain, for his
friends took an interest in him, and rallied
around him, and gave the required " sup-
port;" and so, year after year, they were able
to announce that the patient was convalescent
and the child gradually becoming stronger
and stronger. Any one who has looked at
him for the last year, must at least be con-
vinced that he lis " cut his teeth," and that
he seems to bc quite proud of the fact, in
shewing them rather freely. As always hap-
pens, the consciousness of newly-acquired
health and tength made the youth rather
turbulent and noisy. We trust there will
be no relapse; 'for our friend is by no means
perfectly dlear of his old nialady; for he still
needs support, and it is to be hoped bis
friends will not forget nor forsake him.

Or let us speak of the affairs of the Record
in other and more direct words. The Report
of the Committee for the last few years, has,
upon the whole, been favorable. At last
meeting of Synod, it was found that the cir-
culation of our periodical was gradually,
though slowly, extending, and that, et the
same ratio of progress, it would, in a very
short time, become quite self-sustaining, and
be, in every respect, in a most satisfactory
position. It was evident that the Record was

ecoming a favorite with the Church, and
the Church was beginning adequately to sup-
port the Record. This was certainly a highly
pleasing state of matters, and every friend vf
the Record rested satisfied in the belief that
" the day of better things" had dawned upon
the Church.

Since the meeting of Synod, the subject-
matter of the Record bas become strangely
altered. A wave of controversy has swept
over our little Church, and strangely disturb-
ed ber usual calm equanimity. In that con-
troversy we have taken no part, and, at this
stage even, we wish to say as little about it
es possible. The most pleasing fact that we
have te state regarding it is, that it is now
orer, and, in so far as the Record is concern-
ed, quite dead. and in so far, we trust, as all
whom it might affect is concerned, buried

from their mindsfor ever. Perhaps, indeed,
it would have been unreasonable te suppose
that any paper conducted upon the sane
pciples with ours, tould remain perfectly
freefrom ail controversy. Nor, perhaps,
*ould it be desirable ; for where all expres-
sion of opinion is forbidden, the result must
be,-of course, stagnation of thought and dead-
ness of action. Yet controversy. and very
often Ecelesiastical controversy, bas a strange
tendency te destend from the higher ground
'of abstract principles, and ultimately te rest

in personalities. When the combat fairly
begies, parties are not very fastidious in the
choice of their weapons. Furor admini.strat
arma. Our ancestors who fought under the
old flag of the Covenant, took such weapons
as came te their hand. Every man did not
possess the " trusty broadsword" nor the
" good Ferrara", and, although he did possess
them, could not use them skilfully; but, ra-
ther than remain away from the fight, they
shouldered their pitchforks and marched
away te the battle. And perhaps many might
thirik that the pitchfork bas of late been
rather unsparingly handled. At all events,
we have had a good deal of rattling of arms,
and clashing of swords, and splintering of
lances, but it is at least satisfactory te know
that there has been no man killed, and we
hope the wounded have all recovered, at least
on the last day of the Old Year. At all
events, the noise is past, and din of arms
silenced, and all parties, ie feel confident,
have cordially " shaken hands," and are now
more willing than ever te combine most
heaitily so as te render more triumphant
than ever-

(2.) The Future of the Monthly Record.
In order te acconplish this, several things

are necessary.
(a) Al the old friends of the Record must

continue their exertions, and strive te make
as many additional friends as possible es-
pouse the cause and promote the circulation
of the organ of our Church. Otherwise the
Record must be placed in the category of
"the things that cannot go on." The sooner
we realize the fact the better. It will not do
te look upon a Church Record as we do upon
an ordinary newspaper. The latter is very
much a commercial speculation. If it should
pay, it brings gain te an individual who is
the proprietor; and if it should not pay, he
alone, or, at least, for the most part, is the
loser. Hence the general public are not se
much interested and concerned as to the fate
of the ordinary newspaper. They know that
individual self-interest will induce the pro-
prietor te do all he can te circulate his paper,
and te this individual self-interest they loave
the issue. But, in the case of a Church or-
gan, there is no special individual interest et
stake. The whole Church here is the pro-
prietor, and it is equally the interest of every
member, lay and clericil, te promote its cir-
culation; and each individual, in se far as
he is able, is called upon te advance its inter-
ests. Were we te adopt this view of the Re-
cord, and aèt accordingly, it would immedi-
ately becoxie self-sustaining.

(b) Those gentlemen who have already
done se much in its behalf-the various
Agents throughout the country who have
done so well and forwarded se many sub-
scribers' names in the past, shall kindly strive
to add a few naines to the list of 1866. If
each Agent could send even two or three
additional names to those who already take


