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CONVICOTION ON CIILCIMS'IANTIAL EL IDL'ME-1868 IN ENGLANO.

['ebî'uary, 1869.

Thomas Davenport, an eminent barrister, a
goienitia of ateute iid andi strong under-
standing, sw are positively ta the persans of
two meon, whoin hoe charged. with robbing bini
in the open dayligbt. But they positively

proveci ani alibi, and the men wec acquitted:
-lcex v. lt'aad and Brn, 9-8 State 'lrial-, p.
819; Annuai lîýegistci' 1784. Iî1any ofthe cases
whlire conx iction w as bail upon evicience w bicb
w as indircît or circumstantiai, ilinstrate the
assertion of Buroke, that circnm. tantial cx i-
denco j, often more rehiable and piositive than
direct 1n'oof. Capital crimes are -o rareiy
coininijtd unider cire unisftn icos w hich lead ta
positive c neqiî,voa' evidenie of' tîjern, that
prciiiains at e nece, arily faunidc uponi
the conniection v ith certain l'ate. Sa w hen
tho, one is prov ci ta hav e occcni cd the others
are presuinedc ta accoiopan thveni. Soute lire-

.snnîptinnis af nature aie sa cogent and irasis-
tible, the law adalits ttein as preipcîitiaons
,jîîiis et dc jaie. Thbe questioni whletlier parties
in criinal ip'o 'cuitiaris atglit ta be allow ed
ta testifvr in their aun iibîai a licitcd rnnch
(h eusasiit ducitig the past lix e y cars, and
same statas, Miassachunsetts anci Maine among
the nui1erî, have pas 'cd enactinents alIoaina
parti 's avraigned far capital offences ta testify.
Fow\ knaw boa imerons aire tue cases where
it ha t iubseqiiontly been discax crcdl that the
innttocnt sittled instati af' tlic gnilty. One
snob ca1se in ant tige i enaitgb ta timake legis-
liter., pas h'aic oiviiio a vate a'ainst the
abolitiotn af capitali puiibitiýctit. tut santie
say the aId tes tamnent reqire c' laod for blaad.
Sa it i oquices tîtat wamatil sitanlî be put ta
dcath for adnltery, ttud mîen l'ar doiito wourk on
tue Sabbath, andci îldren toir cursiuo' titeir
pacrnts ; and " If ant ax were ta pn b w itb bis
horn, iii tinte p'îst, antd il bath been tcstitied
ta bis awnîîr, amnd lie lîath îîuî icept bitui lu, but
thatlia bath Icilîcci a matn ar a a oman, fliteax
shail hu staucd, anti bis o uer alsa shahl ho
put ta iltt T h fe comminands givrt ta the

c s iii tlii oli di 'petîsatian dIo îlot fori the
basi Ncf iiy lc'al code in Cbristcndonî, and ta

selectî alto eoattî.iandniec and lemive tlie atiers
tînt Ns imoif0' tiy abstml i. It la la ho hopeci
tic t, imot 'loi fo in the chance of eoridemuiimîg
n wriong puixt, bt & in 4tc'iveral miveths of'

hi uiaiy, nid a camîiîeration of flic utter
n-ci -tie-s of' publie exctîtious lu the wxay of

e'caiîlc, capital punihiuent w iii ccc laong bc
niie i c aîng tho exîtet bibrsî,and

otliot aîid more ratiattal ins mdapted lfai
iatiiiiing the ittgritv of' the law atd tlic
pece of ç,sciety 4îcIniýw Leaw fuiecg.

J. F. B.

1868 IN ENGLAND.

Tha yecr 1868 bas prcseutcd us withi 123
public, getcral \cls, as its caontributionî ta the
statuto rolîl. We bava alt-eady, lu aur last
volumen, caîuînntcd an tlie nea statutes, andi
shaîl uoxv caufinie aniscx as ta merely entimer-
atim, thase whlieha neiet notice lu a retraspec-

live e vica' af the year. Cap. Il rectifleti a
biunder lu the Cltanury Dis1 ipatch of Business
Act of the praviaus session, by l'arbidd'ing a
sigle Lotrd Justice ta rehear dccrcea'îde on
raotian, Irelaud bias rio divarce court, and
cap. 20 gixes ta flic Irish Prahate Court a
ju'isdietion prccisely sintilai' ta tint bcstowed
an the Eugiish Divore Canît by the Lcgitiiiiacy
Deciaration Act af 1858 ; w 1Itile cxii. 77 bias
ameuded the law as ta divor'ce appeals lu Eug-
]and. Cap. 24 ias abois',ed public executians,
Cap. 37 bias ,,implifiedi tbe proof of publie
dacuiments w heu put in cx idence. Cap. 40
aims at reutoxiug certin ditOcidmties aî'isiug in
parntu ion suits. Cap. 541 proxiii: ti mau'liuery
for citfaicing Euglisb, Irish bor Scotch judg-
utonts ar decreats i'cspeetix'ely in cul parts af
the Unîited Kingdoiti. Cap. 68, w hicli seîns
inleuîîed as a feeler or termporaî'y nicasni'e,
ais at assistimig liquiclati )n iii banuptcy
andl xvidiitg-p, by faeilitating distribunlin l
specie and foieisure. Cap. 71 mnaces the
stritie of caufacriug adiniratily juriscdictian on
certain Caunty Courts. Cap. 72 dintinishes
the roquicemenîs ol' the law as ta pri uîîissary
aalths. Cap. 73 restares tic Parîiîtcîcntary
frauchise ta Revecute emplayès. Cap. 76, fl'a-
loinaut the iead af the Bis of Ladiîig Act and
of the Policies af Assurniace Act of 1867, t'en-
ders marinte policies ectietcly assinitable.
Cap 104, the Baukcnptc1 Act, Î868, is one af
the most important -Acîs of the y car, beiug
airocd at fraudîtlent compoasition decihi; and
tfeic ader inay perhaps reniembert'hIe rush af
docîls w biclu toolc place before it caitti inta
alîcration, aud the sabsequetit i il-ing aif ln
titeir nunbei'. Cap. 107 cutis tha coiiiputlsary
pay nient fac Chîtrolurates l'or mccclx ecelsias-
ti(cal puipases, except xx bo levieti in suîpao't
af a seeni ity ait the r'ates, ai', by local Act, lu
lieu af titte ; anti cap. 117 ulaes xx Iat Itithecta
comuld ho daîne oiiî y tue Ecosiastical Coin-
liii.stauones-viz', tîîrns every ill inuntibthî,
otîtor than a rectox', into the uaîîîc auti style of
a xtcar. Cap. 110 eîîîpaa rs flia Pastutaster-
(icîeral ta buy, and w anc all the telcgi'apbs.

Cap. 116 makes ami ecellcîîtantiindmcnit iii the
laxi of larcny and cînbezzicînrt, by cxtcud-
ing it ta a pactuai' tpppcriîiutg frot 'th ca-
l'ai tuecdîp catiecti. Beside' titi'e wu' have

fltc liaila ays Extensiou af lime -Aet aud Re-
gulatian Acl, and ta a Poaî' Laxw Aiteniment

_Acte, tlic Boundai'y Aet, ta scttle the bourci-
arc'ls af Paî'-liaîîîcntary caîîstitueucics, the Irish
and Scatch Iiefarm Sols, atti the ncw Pachia.
mittni'y Registration Act, whlicît bittai' shaulc,

xtîd prabably w iii, receive soame amnîcuienîs.
FinalI1 , as tbe aosl imîportant changie of ail,
xxe have the Electiaix Petitiaus or- " ibei'y "'

Aets, xvhich tiansfers the jucisdielion avec'
eiactian petitians front the old co'ninittecs ta
j udgce af the Canmaon Pleas, anti which tiîongh
hcai'tily ta o veîcamed, wil nI ut quite suîppress
electoral carruption. Tbis, tbcn, is a tcininary
of the prinîcipal changes w bich 1 S68 bave mtade
in aul' 'tatiute lawv. Wc canat say that w e
bave cihicerucd auîy impravenucuts lu the aver-


