
12 Missiona'ry Address.

Perhaps some one wili say-WVhat strange indifference, and want of
enthusiasma in a foreign missionary 1 No, it is not; for if you are ready-
to go ivherever God cails you, Re will cali you to, Trinidad if you are-
needed tiiere, and you will be prepared to go, and face the difficulties like-
men. If, on. the other hand, Hie should cali you to, home work, Rie wilI

w make you useful and happy in it. And iii an indirect way you will even
then advance the cause of Foreign Missions, for useful and happy home-
ininisters ail believe in and promiote work among the heathen. The
work iii the foreign field is far ton serions to, be undertaken on. the
impulse of the moment, when one is carried away by some powerfui
address, or after but a few hours consideration. It requires ripenèd
deterniination. I would net so, be-little the work as to say te any ôf
yo: "Decide now to engage in it'.» On the contrary, 1 say IlCouait.
the cost; for, unless God Himself recalls you, yen should enlist for,
11ké So far as retreatingy at your own wvill is concerned, you should bur3l
your boats, or break down the brid ge behind vou.

It may nevertheless be the, duty of some of you to go,-to face every
risk, endure every hardship and thus save your own liffe, and the souls.
of niany who are now perishing. There may be no escape for yoti from.
this issue. Gcid calling and helping- you, it znay be the lightest burden
you can carry, a plain path before you. The thought that you are called
te this work may even now flash through the mind of somne of you, and.
if so, it is your duty te entertain it, togive it place for germination if
there be vitaiity iii it, and thien teo avait Divine direction. If it is God's.
cal], Rie wvill ripen the deterrnination and open the way. i~f the Nvay is
providentialy shutc, enter the first open door and tili the nearest neg-
lecteI field.

Cod may indicate in various ways that your %vork zis at hom2e: if hie
does se, settie at home, get your wanse, nxarry and be happy. But, if
you wisli your happincss to continue, do not isolate yourself and your
conigregantion fromi thew~orld-wide sympathies wvhiclî the love of Christ
imnplants. Bewaae of congregational or provincial selfishiîiess. Take
broad views of the -Redeeier's kigoiand impart the saine to, your
people. Tien, tlîough absent ini body froin the foreign field, you -%vil1 not
bo able te close a prayer %vithout finding yourself there iii spirit. Your-
hicarts will grow large enoug-,h to pity the wlîole human family, and wvill
swell with desires for the salvatioti of all nations, and burst forth in
prayers for ail Christian efforts. And thus you wviIl hielp and cheer us.

Ferhiaps somne one iu loolcing,- forward to the foreign field as that in
wvhiclî lie will probably spcnd bis lifé, znay ask: IlWhat special prepara-
tion ought I to makce 7" Not inucli that is special. Ail that is good for
foreigu work it good aise for wox-k at home. Piety, cominon sense, self-


