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-' ANNUAL REPORT.

Society meetings generally are not so0 well attended as they used to be some
years ago. There are several causes for this ; but two passages in the Parent
Society's last report are s0 -pertinent and practically suggestive, we cannot
refrain froin quNing them. In one place it says : IlThe ufidenominational
characterof the Society ieemfr to make many of its meetings more -scantily
attended than they would otherwise be, instead of attracting to it the uhited
sympathy and presexfce of ail who love the Lord Jesus Chri#t in sincerity."
In another place it àays : "lTo.make meetings welcome, beneficial to the
Society and productive of larger meetings the year following, it is not neces-

- ary that the deputation (cailed Agent in Canada) ghould be a G Icero or a
Demosthenes ; but it is essential thpt, le should aim to give bis hearers
some real information about the work that is being done and not rest con,.
tent with those general stateinenta which have often done duty before. It is
àlso necessary that other speakèrs sliould be neither so .numerous, npr 50

diffuse, as to leave the deputation only scant time at a late hour in th /even-
ing to unfold lis subjeot, when lie has carefully prepared it. Sosi atten-
tion to these points might soon increase the number of friends, ý hose aid
at meetings would conatantly increase in value, and at the same-time dimin-
li8h the number of places which have no meeting at ail, or one very thinly
attended."

It was intendezl that a number of speci.il meetings for clhildren should be
* held during 'the year, and this work was assigned Wo the R-ev. Mr. Bot$.ýill,

-who had been 80 successful in it ; but owing to bis being delayed in *Ënglanid
longer than lie expected, and some other circumstances le lias only been
able to have t)iree such meetings, viz : at Newmarket, EkWilliams, and
Orangeville. He lias, however, had opportunities of addressing the children
mn several of the Sunday-sdhol in Toronto, and a number of the larger
branches have had their attention drawn to the importance of getting îhe
young interested in the work of our Society. ,- -

The Directors regret to have to report the death of Mr. A. M-cPheman., of
Emerson, wlio liad been the Society's Agent for the" soutlrern part of Mani&
toba, wlio had shown a constant zeal for the Bible cause du:~n the whole
time of bis residence in that Province, and wlio continued to show an an-
xious care for the interests of the Society, to the day of bis death. The new
arrangements nmade for carrying on the Society's ikork in Manitoba have
already been referred to, and do, not need repetition here.

The Rev. Mr. Jamiesoù lias continued to look after the interesta of the
Society in British Columbia with good results, and tlie Society is inucli in-
debted to hifn for bis gratuitous services. à. landsome free contributlon of
$151 bas been received from New .Westminster, a -sml contribution from
Burrard Inlet, and $250 on purdliase account from Victoria. As opportun-

.ity offers, Mr. Jamieson employa a colp4r W okfrthSciy. In
the past year the colporteur worked onlyt or one month-seventeen*days on*
one occasion, and fourteen days un anoter-but it is interesting Wo note that
lie sold 26 Obinesle Testaments, and 4 Italian Bibles,» and. it shows the im-.
portance of liaving an agent of the Society on the look out for sudh op.
portunities arnong the motley population of that part of its field.

COLPORTÂGE.

The colportage of the Society lia been muol bindered during the year by-
the very heavy snow, by several attaoks o! illness suffered by thres. o! the--
colport~eurs, and by the resignation of another. Mr. Badger, whô bas for a
number of years done two or three months excellent work for the Society
each winter in MuBkoka and the Parry Sound District, lia been unable frora
ill-health Wo do anything i.n the past year.,


