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TURKIY.

It is often by takincv thie reverse of any proposition tlîat we sce more
clearly its mneaning axà' appreciate more fatlly its force. When enveloped
for a time iu darkness, we become mitore conscious of the beauty and
value of liglit, and when we have returned from gazing on the stiil features of
a, lifeless forn, we recognise more distinctly the conmeliness of animation and
life. An-d if it were desired to give point to the proverb which fthe mise man
uitters, when lie says, IlThe blessing of the Lord it mnaketh rich, and He
addeth no sorrow with it," the present state of the Turkisli Empire and the
miserable condition of its inhlahitants would afford the nicost practical illus-
tration of the reverse of this beauti;ful picture. The Rev. Dr. Thomson (6he
Society's agent) furnîshes a heartrending account of the way in which neg-
lect and oppression, disease and famine have made desolate the land.
Misery and distrust prevaîl, thie people and tlic g<vernment are aliko en-
gaged lu a death-struggle for existence, and t-le severity f taxation to, which
the latter lias recourse for preservation, is enougli to, quencli the hope of the
former in ai-iy measure tif relief, if not to drive the-m to despair.

Under these circuamstances, no surprise -<ii be entertaixîed if t-he opera-
tions of the Socilty have partaken of the general depression ; but the follow-
in- exttacts will be read with iterest ýat thýý present time, whleu the eyes of
the world are directed to that unhappy Empire

CÔNTANTIIOPL.-Tieinstrumentality employed for the dissemnination of
thie Scriptures in tliis city is the same now as in former years. Tiiere are a
central depôt aind a sub-depôt in Pera, and two colporteurs are engagd-
Goldstein an-d Kionares. lit is possible thiat the work nîighit be enlargced
were the staff increased, and sevemali-,ffers of service ]have been mnade duiringz
the year, but inuch. patience and physical endurance are needed, and all
but one of those w]îo volunteered relinquished the attempt after a shiort trial.
This one is the brother of Klonares, ,and bids faim te, be successful, hialing
Christian principle sufficient to ensure faithfulness an-d zeald. Likze Pet*r,
lus owvn brother brouglit him te, Jesus, and e, thie cail of conscience lie
ga-ve -ap a lucrative appointaient which, lie considered inconsistent with bis
Christian profession, and offered himself as a colporteur. * *

Goldstein relates that hoe sold a Turkish Bible and a oIze Testament
to a Moslemi who satid thea lie would always maintain tlîat every man ]îad
a riglit te lîcar ivhat luis neijghbour beiieved, and thet it was lis duty to ac-
quaint Iîimself with it. He admnired thie precept to lo~ve our uneinis, and
invited Goldstein te returu frequently. Oalling sootf after at the residcnce
of one ivlc-t as recenth- a distinruished menîber oif the Gùvernmteîi:t, the
ex-Minister, wvithi a faxîîiiarity i-iutunusual iii the East, eîîtered intti conver-
sation -witlh yriur coltptorteur, and expresséd his disappri thatit tn of the aLt.temujt
the Gttverniient was then iîîaking tii prohibit Ilie priîuting (-f the Bible. Hie
added finit, now that lie iras out cf thxe w]îirl of pulities, lie had tinie tg
read the Scriptumes, and purchased a, Tumkishi Bible and New Testament,

aFrencli Bible, and a HungainPpto o i groom Wî can t-cl
w'hat thc introductit i f tliest' ýrijîtures int:. the. lit euses (if men oif raiak, in
thxe bighiest classes t if snciety in this capital, niay not ivith, Gîîid's blessing pro-
duce 1 But other Mcskms, to>, are stua3ig carefully the C.hîistin
Srniptures.

In Becylerbey, ton tlie Bîsphiomus, (tldstein sold a e~tdBible tti a, Turk,
w-ho had disposed tif a col-y hoe lîad pmeviously bougt toanigbtr.Ti
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