
oftcn ceclesiastical ce~nsors in disguisc, wl w compare the nîcîjis ojf tht' Iopish
and tlie'lefonrme4l Cli-clies,,<ad diseourse of. the' carelcss; or ftithfui paztor'
of Christ's, floek, blending polities ineanwhilt3 witlî' fhcir more ecclesiabtieal
discussions, ani praisiîîg or b4aminîg, under fictitious namies, S.omcl or the cx-
isting bishops *of the church, This of Course is Ibreigul to tlic obijccts of pas-
fbral poetry, and giý,-, us au ill-disguiiscdl polemic iri the tormn andà with many
Of' the features of the pastmnal. That it is ofteu in tfhe truie pastoral tvein,
howevcr, evcryone wiIl admit.; ani to those 1lainiliar with Allai IRamýýay's
"Gentie Sheplierd,"- it flot uifrequcntly recalis the style and the inantier of

that mostperfeet of eclogties.
The -1 Enithalamiim;"'-coiiippsed on the odeasion of tht' poct's own nuiptials,

is amnagnificent poem. Thei stauza is perfect for the purpose : its gcntiy
,;ai-cadence, its- zhorter anfi .more rnajestjc lines,cyver rtrin regui-

rnake i-t the hapiest -meastiue that coula. have been chlosen : it is thec Very ex-
p'rel4on of sitstained and subdued. passion, apd of gentlest hoépes a'd bust and
fondcst wvisheýý. The' prodigalitv of imagery, anýl of ideas appropriate.fo the

'waifis wond2rful, and is equal to anything in any poet. It is etcitrcsting
Io compare the grander style in whichi Spenser, of. that more chivairie age,
weleomed his wife t-o eilcolmaa Castie on the Mifla, with thic humbler, buit.
as inrîpassioned, manner in which Burns i his sono'-

"0f W' t1le airts the wvind cain blaw," &c.,

%Vclconied his Jean to Ellisland on the baaks of tlie Nith. We hav-e the dif'-
feýene of' the two ages as w-cil as the' two mids iii the, coip0oSitioiîs.

On 'Spenscr's sonnets and his other poems ve cannot hiere d1well. They are%
-W,orthyofhim, and of thé perusal and.study of every lov-er of' poetry.

Tt tvould be idIle, withi the limnits we have at Our disposai, to venture upon
-triy minutè eritici§m 6f- Shak-speare, ou whoin volumes have been w%ýrittcn1
without ex...hausting the subjeet. Everv reader of Shakspeare, hlowever, ha.-
* /rined his oYw-n idea of his merits, *t.nd every on<è is warranted, as he may
féel himself -prompted or inclinied, to e::press that idea, althoùighiit naystili
he fhir enonugh from. any adequate estimate of so transcendent. and univ-ersal a
<renitcs..

-The itand1pecti1iarity of Shakspeare, which distinguisiies hîi from cvery
nthber w-riter, and gives him such a Pre-eminence above every other, ishis
uni'vcrsality. He seems defetive in no one f*acuilty of the humiian mind, but
rather' to po-scss e-very one in a transce-ndent degree. N 't1ing *seeus shut
«mit fromn him, or beyond his càpacity and capability: 0,1 depaxtrients of bcing
-:eeni open fo him: th-e -very spirit-ivorld&discloses its secret-s; he is familiai,
'ývith every-phase and aspect of life ami4 character;. every ciiang-.ig modé ,of
t.hotight and feeling: It is as if lie.had been actually bimself in eVery cotici-
tion of bei*ng, or, Pr-oteus-like,..paesed t.liroughol every possible chiaracter. lc
ean'bc ihe 'king or-the :clow-n, the noble or the peasant, the patrician or one of
the Ilplebs," thc cîourtier or the fopling ; lie eau imupersonate flic saint or the
villai and lie can do, ortie, ail this in a degree that goos boyond, if wc
inay qay ko, evcry several character in its own way. le eau talk- more royally
thiî thé Monarel. 'more wittily than the clown : neyer dlid any noble or* couir-
tier enact it so in his licge's presence:- never iîad we sudh dialogues in ftic case
of uiny sétuial lord or -waitér-on: at court: neyer did..fancy play so stibttely as

dl~ a Mî'utb'sF orw~ ns e lrically as Beucdicts, or lumiour laugh
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