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prevented him from engaging in 5fly of the
active duties of life. No man's hand was ever
raised againet hlm: on the eentrary, lie was
well liked by his aseociates, while bis conver-
sational, ability and plea8ing address gave him,
ia his early manhood, an entree inte the best
of society. Arriving at last nt the hotol, ILang-
don threw himsef into an easy chair, with ail
the air and langour of one who, had beon sati-
ated with the world'8 pleasures and fallies.

OHAPTER Il.
"Hew did you enjoy," said Marklîani, "yeur

trip te the Continent?"
"O, excellently, at times; but, travelling as 1

did alone, I often feit a strango feeling of satiety
and uneasinese, which even the novelty of the
scenes I dwelt amidst, and the varicd sccicty
observed, could net altogether rerne. The
heart wili ding, ne matter througli what el irmes
we înay wander, te the associations and jcys
of childhood. I have seen ail the w-endors of
Europe, the lakes cf England, tho curiesities
cf Irelaad, the bold and romantie sccnery cf
Scotland, besides visiting the u2ost notod places
halwed by the foctsteps cf genlus; but after
ail, my heart thrilled with a stronger pulsation
cf delight whcn 1 beheld again the beld and
roinantie ehores cf ny ow-n Ioved home! What
a scheel of experience travel le, te one whese
mind lia been stored wvith the wisdom cf the
past, and who lsectrcful te observe mca, nian-
nere and thinge! There is an additional light
shed ini the upper stery of that nan's mmnd
who fully appreciates the benefits, of trayol,
and te, whom the great truth le manifestly ap-
parent, that there je niuch in this world te sée
and te, knew, which niakes the heart charitable
anid lenient to the faults of others, and truly
expande the mnd. le cannot but return a
wleer and botter man, cspecially if lis previeus
habits andi fermation of characterbhave been such
as t, ineure him cuccees in life.

"But with ail myworldly wisdcaî, Ilhave err-
ed mest egregleusly. P.ission lias fouad a=d
kept nme its verlest slavc: but 1 intcnd now te
make atonemeat for the t, jns cf my youth. If
I can only get a start iii any busincss,-and
perhape yen could assist ine,-I shail endcav-
cur, by induetry, steadinees and applicatien, te
regain what 1 have foishly squandered, and
obtain, I hepe, the cctccm and confidence of
My family."

I trust you amay," replied Markhiam, Iland
what littie influence I have shahf bo excrtcd in
your behaif. Iu the aicantime, remain ia the
elty: go flot home yct. 1 thinir yoiu ean hcocf
seme service to me in this business connccted
wlth aiy vessel. I believe yeur family reside
la tho country?"

" lYes - about forty miles from the city. it
is my intention of rcmaining for ceaie wecks
here, as I hiear the travelling le very lad."

"l In that case," said Markham, Ilyeu wili
have an opportunity cf visiting your old frlcnds,
and perliaps yen wll find some employaient
suitedl te your talents. Wbantcver situation you

occupy, I hiope yen will remain la it, and net
allow the seductive influences of society, nor
the entreaties cf friende, te entice yen from
yeur (luttes. A yeungcr mnan than you, and
probalIy less expcricaced-if age gives us ex-
perience and foresighit-I hope you will pardon
nie if 1 tAilk te yen more in~ the laiiguage cf a
counsellor than cf a friend; but I know wecll
luew stale and wearîseme a close attention te
business or professienal. duties appear te one
like yen, after spending niany years la luxuri-
eus case, travel and enjeyment."

"I arn w-cIl awarc cf that, but 1 boec te con-
quer ahl feelings cf that nature. lIn fact work,
as a imenas cf existence, lias become a stcrn
neeessity, fer niy wc-alth le noarly spent. 1
miuet ceea learn te drink frein fresher, and, I
hope, purer eprings."

1hle leaned back in bis chair, and, taking freni
ies peeket a beautiful cigar case, lio lit one

cigar and gave the ether te Markham.
Silence felloecd, as thoy relapsed inte the

smekers' revery. They obcyed the custeni of
the Least, ichel demands instant quictuese and
repose aftcr thc pipes are lighted; and fer a
fiew minutes they hoth sat watchlng thc curl-
ing cleude cf enoke as if regardiese cf ecdi
other's prcsencc.

lit w-as a pheasing sight te notice the centrast
hotwveea the twe :-the manly ferra cf the co,
witli the large and w-ll-dcflned features, yct
wearing an expression ef pensive and anxious
theughtfulncss,-to, tic tall, eliglit, graceful
forai cf the ether, with the liandsome, regular
features, and a couantenance and licad thiat in-
dicated intellectual poer, culture and refine-
auent. But in Langdon's face, lîandsome as it
ivas, there w-as an expression cf scern and prlde,
ceîîîbincd with a setted shade cf niclancholy
and sorrow, that gave indication cf eue w-li
lîad tee early tasted life's bitter eup.

IlApropes," said Langdon, taklng the cigar
fremi hic mnioti, and holding it with admirable
grace in hic righit lhand,-"1 yen have net teld
mie cf tic qucens cf society, and the nîany
pheasing episodes cf gessip and scandai w-hidli
usually eccur in a sal city like tins."

, ntil sorry te say," replicd Markhiam,
"tint I ar n lane meod to divcrt ycur mind

with cenversation cf tint klnd. lit is truc I
go oftenor la seciety new than 1 did w-hon yen
residod bore, but 1 pay littie attention te any
idle stery which I hear, and leave immcdiatcly
thiat circlo w-be ignore thc great end cf socicty
and conversation."

"lAli! 1 understand," replied Langden,-
"yeur geld le la ingets, and yeu cannot deal

la the snialh change that passes current la tîme
inart cf secicty. But tel me, w-ho is queen

nowv - t Ieast among thc ladies w-ith Nvhom
yon nnd II are a-cquainted? Doos Kate Veraca
reiga yet? - the potulent, impatient beauty,
writh whom you carried on a gaine cf flir-
tatien, conie ycars ago. What a plty that
thc love whichi impels co te thiat sert cf
thing shîeuhd ever w-ane! And Laura Stend-
nman, too,-."1


