THE RURAL CANADIAN.

THE DAIRY.
CARE OF MILA ‘COWS 1IN WINTER.

From the care that many farmers bestow upon
their milk cows during winter they are an expuense
rather than a profit. In the summer, when herb-
agoe is fresh and abundant, cows can supply them-
selves with material for milk production, but
the winter they Lave to depend on the shkill of
their owners for this material, which is often illy
provided.

I have heard farmers say they had to keep
three or four cows tu get 1mlk and butter enough
to do their family, when to follow them to fred
these cows you wounld find them sheltered by the
fence or the side of their barn, shaking with cold,
icicles hanging all over their body, and if shel-
tered she had beun furced to lie mn her vwn filth
all night Her feed consisted of & few rotien
nubbius of corn and au armful of husks or a hittle
fodder. Tlis they claimed was all they could
afford to give, and cven at this it looked es if
they would run out befure spring.

To winter a wilk cuw at a profit the first re-
quirement is a waru dry stable, in which there is
abuudant veutilation, and where purfuct cleanh.
nesscan be obscrved ; for comfort is as necessary
to profitable milking as fecd or water. 1t is in-
teresting to trace the ill cffects of Lad keeping
upon the milk-pail, aud bow negleet leads to dim-
inished profits. The skin is a very important
secretory organ. Generally it is considered solely
as the bide which covers and protects the flesh
and bones. Dut there is continuaily passing
through the numberless pores of the skin a vast
quantily of watery vapour mingled with much
cficte animal matter, which cscapes with the
vapour that passes off as inscnsible perspiration.
For%thic healthiful activn of the skin it should be
kept clean and well carded. Theo foud should be
nutritions, easily digested and abundant. As
milk contains & large proportion of albumninoids
and phosphates, any food that contains enongh of
these substances to meet tho demand for milk in
addition to what is required to supply the wastes
of the body, will keep up the flow of milk. If
the food does not contain enough of these sub-
stances or a sufficient quantity is net gisen, the
flow of milk will be diminished, or else the cow
must ase her own tissues for its production. In
cither case the farmer is wintering at & loss.
There is one fact that the farmer should remem-
ber, that the cow caunot give milk unless the
raw material be given her to manufacture it from;
he also should remember that heat and wastes of
the body must bo kept up.  Dut the farmer has
been tanght through the papers so wuch that the
COW Was sn engine, 50 {o speak, that required
constant care, good fael to keepit in good running
order, that many of them are like tho little boy
said he was when told to go and wash bis face, if
be did wash his face it would not stay washed.
So it is if they are told they wor't stay told.

But we have scen that heat has to be kept up
in the body by feed or through geod housing;
and the importance of @ clean healthy skin; that
the farmer should provide for his cows warm, dry
quariers, that be may seve food, also pmvide
nice, clean straw for beddiug, that his cows may
be warm and clean.

The feed for milk cows should consist of nice,
well-cured hay; well-cured fodder is a good feed
for milk cows; clover hay is an excellent feol
Sweet corn fodder sown in drills three feet apart
and with staiks six inches apart, grown to matur-
ity and carefally cured, will make more milk than
au equal weight of fair clover hay.

Sorghum fodder, if well cured, makes a good
fead. Somc farmers object to it and think it will
Kill cows to cat it, but X have fed it to stock for

goveral years with no serious effeet, but on the
contrary a good nutritions fovd. I have observed
wheat bran to be ono of the beet feeds for wilk
cowe. A gallon at cach milking with a little salt
mixed with it is fine to keep tho flavour of milk.
Salt of itself given at milking time will aid in
keeping up the quantity of milk. Potatues when
chopped and mixed with meal add to the yield of
wilk and the quality produced by them is good
as might be expected from ithe large proportion of
starch they contain.

Cabbage furnishes another resource for wilh
not sufliciently appreciated by the averaye far-
mer  There are few vegetables that coutaiu as
much nutriticn, pound for pound, as a cabuage-
head. So rich a milk produccr is cabbage that it

first of October the flies ure a great nunoyauce to
live stock rumning at large. The wore sensitive
and delieately orpanized they are, the greater
discomnfort and tvrment they csxperience. No
class of live stock is more eensitive {o this tor-
ment than the mileh cow, and nune should be
less exposed to it if her ovwn cumfort and the in-
tercsts of her owner are to be talen into account.
‘The demands upun bier axe farge.  Not only must
she take food enough to supply the waste of her
system and waintain her condition, but a liberal
supply to be cunverted into wilk, if her uwner is
to realize a profit froiu her. Now a cow cannot
du Lier Lust, if, threughout the day she is torment-
ed with flis, countleos us the swarmas that
tronbled old ILaronh, aud besides they come at

pays to rai-e this vegetable solely to feed to wilk |Just the tiue when the Pastures aro the shortest.
cows Where cabbage is worth ten ceuts a head| For sevéral years the wntet.lms practised keeping
in market the truc economy is to feud the waste _hisduiry stock (never cxceuding two cows h°‘f‘°"°1‘:)
leaves. Some may cobjeet to the flavour that 18 ”{c sta})lc. dum}g_ the day, from worning to
cabbage imparts to milk, Lut fecd in swall quan- l cvening mitking, giving a fud of green clover or
tities at first, and after milking. fodder corn, and turnivg 'thcm out to grass at
Whatever food is given it is bust to divido it { Pight.  The eluble is sufficicutly darkcued so that
with at least threc feeds. If large yuautities of  they suffur little or no aunvyance from the flies
fuod is crowded into the stomach the digestive 20d it is no smnall satisfaction tu sec them lymg
organs are too severely taxed and the case nxx-l;d”“'n aud placidly cluwing the cud, when cows
comfurt of the cow is interfered with. I Luve. i the pastures are tormeuted almost to distrac-
observed te got a good flow of milk that the cow ' tion by the fiies, and Lis c-;xlrcricncc 1s that by far
must be af case in cvery respeci.  An uncumfort ; the best results arc "l’m_"fed at the pail by this
able cow or a wearied or frightened cuw will not ; method.  The plan of soxlus‘:; or partial soiling in
give # good flow of milk. The most perfest place of pasturc who!ly_, or in part, has attracted
digestien goes on when the cow is at purfect case ;® 800d deal of atlention of late years among
and quictude.  Although the cow's stvmach is dmrymcx_x, and some of the best dairymen bave
capacious, yet one Lishel of loose hay or foddur, § adopted it.
or 2 half bushel of muist fued or routs at ouce is| It would notLe a difficult matter for any farmer
sufficivnt. to so arrange matters thiet next stmmner he can
A regular and ample supply of water 1s astadopt this plan of stabling the cows during tho
necessary as the sopply of foud. Few farmers: %% If he commences early in the season a
considur water to be food. The magonty louk | field of clover supplies the nccessary food. This
upon it very dificrently, but it supphes an unpor. | 3¢ be folluwed 1y green vats, sown at intervals,
tant part of the animal nutnton. It 15 said - 59 25 b last till fedder com Is m season, which
that seventy-five per cent. of the biood and fluh | will Inst till the fly season is over. To be sure
and nincty per cent. of the sceretions consist of | S*I0R for a hierd of cuws 1n this manner mvo;ves
watur. Every one of course considers “_atcrlnccrtam amount of laboar abcfvc that required
a pecessity, Lat that it should be pure and not so | whcr:.- they are pasturcd, bat it will ;ore than
cold as to lower the temperature of the body 1 0 the increas:d product, and the mavure

when faken frey is not thoughit of. The health saved instead of being scattered over the ficlds,

of the apimal depends perhaps mor ‘ Eleﬁling e grass so that tho cows will not eat it,
P Fernps more upon the: . ° "o o item. When turned out at cvening

purity of the watur censumed than upon thei, . S . .

o of e £, Lo thowte a0, Wl gkl G Qe sud tion L

very rapidly into the circalation and carcas with ' oo ¢ S s -

it any impuritics which may be held in sol:tioln . . growing crops for day fueding will more than be
N ?,sevedin theluss amount required for pasture, and

these at once affect the blood.  Besides when an - . : -
animal is not regularly and frequently watered o | leaving out all considerations of humanity to the

large quantity will be swallowed at times, If thys aniwals, the .x'armcr who pursues this course will
quanity shiould be ome-tenth part of her owp 'bc betier off in pocket than under the old system

weight and it given cold the reduction of tewper- | of grazing.

ature of the stomach i very great and a sexious
shock is given to the vitality which requires the

more thicy wonld sce the great atility in feeding
znd watering abundaantly and in a Proper manuer.

of two cows dividcd between them, besides thero
is & third more risk {0 run frem disease and
death. Tros. D. Barnre,

THE FLY SEASON AND THE DAIRY.

The hard jrosts have already put an end to the
annoyance of dairy stock by flies for this scason.
But it is timely to look at this subject at this
time with a view to measures to be taken here
after for saving the stock from the aunoyauce to
which it is subjected from this souree, and also
saving the owner from the loss experienced,
which is by no moans inconsiderable in a herd of

cousumption of extra food to restore. :

L
i

1f the farmers would study their best interests |

t
There is more profit to be gained from two cows l
rroperiy cared for than three cows with the care |

milch cows. From the middle of July to the

Osk cause of the bad butier in narket 1s the
unclean condition of mauy farmers’ cellars.  De.
caying vegetables {aind the xir, and their odonss
are absorbed by the milk, to re-appear in what-
ever is made from it If the meat barrel becomes
at all tainted, it shoald be at once removed. In
fact, wher.ver milk and cream are kept in cellars
they should be kept in diffcrent rooms from tho
pork barrels. Readers of the Rumar, seo that
your cellars are clean.

Tur Medical Record makes the starlling siate-
nent, that looking-glasses are responsible for
mercurial poisoning. In two cascs given, of a
wman and his wife, the cause of the trouble was in
a looking-glass banging in the bedroom, the
woodcn back of whichwes dotted with thausands of
minnie globnles of mercury. The apartment was
heated during thenight.  In another instance the
source of the poisoning was a mirror, forty years
old, whose back had become weak, and from
whoso face the quicksilvery freshness was fading.
The aged culprits having been summaril
%ae, culprits having y removed,



