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vide for such instruction at the public expense as
ii make good and uiseful citizens, %vhile thecir re-

ligious education is the province of the family and
the Churcli. Despite ail the strenuous cudeavours
oftfli Roman Catholic Ciii-cIi to bring about other
resulfii this is hoîv matters arc shaping tlhemselvcs i
aIl frec cotintrie's. In Italy educational progress ks
marked. \Vhile the Chiurchi had it aIl its owil vay
,1u educational matters, the illitcracy %vas simply as-
tonishing. Now, under an eniliglitened and liberal
management oi public: affairs, thc education of the
people lias made marked advanccs.

In the Uîîited Statcs persistent efforts hiave been
made to deflect the public scliool systemn into jb-
scrviency to the Roman Catbolic Church. Ilaving
made no compromise with the hierarchy ini educa-
tio:'al matters, the people are able to maintain con-
sistently thec systein of popular education they
adopted %vitIî deliberation. The national scîîools
aire at the service of the people, irrespective of race
or creed. AIl arc free to avail thcenselves of the
privileges they afford. To this, however, the priest-
hood of the Romish Church distinctly object. These
schools arecmot conclucted according to thecir notions
and tliey must have schools of thecir owni. They
cannot get the people to give public graints for the
support of thecir schools as they have been able to
do iii Ontario. Thec Baltimore conférence resolved
that wlierelver t ivas possible parochial schools,
under the control of the Chutrcli, should be estab-
lished, and this resolution received the papal sanc-
tion. Frrm this, however, tliere bas been a new dc-
parture in the West. Arcbbishop Ircland has
favoured Lu one' or two instances the surrender of
parochial sehools to the public school authorîties, on
condition that they are supported by public funds,
and tbat at the close of the educational %vork of the
day the Roman Catholic scholars remain for religi
ous instruction. In the tîvo instances %iiîere this lias
been donc thxe Roman Catholic teachers have been
retained, and thus an inroad on the public sclîool
systeni lias been made. Curiously enougli this incv
departure lias occasioned markecd diversity of
opinion among the Roman Catholics thiemselves.
Somz are deligited %vith it, rocd auticipate most
favourable rcsults, wvhile others sec ini t only a %veak,
and mistaken abandonment of the Baltimore resolu-

,.The controversy lias raged keenly. and the
oj. nion of the Pope has been solicited. Leo XIII.
lias sanctioned, in guarded language, the action of
Archibishop lrcland, and tîsus the matter restq far the
present. It may, lioever, be doubtcd %whethecr
Archbishop Ireland's plan maynfot be inimical to an
unsectarian national systemn of popular education.
The Romans, no less titan the CGreeks, înay be feared
when thcy begin to bring gifts.

THE lx'EUGJOUS CENSiT S.

A CENSUS bulletin:, like the dictionary, may
lot be very cntertaining reading, but it ks

certainly flot unprofitable. To the Christian no
feature of tbe census returns ought to be more
interesting than that ivhich gives au account of
thîe increase or decrease of the various religious
denominations iu the country iu which lie
dwells. The Department of Agriculture, at
Ottawa, bas lately issîied tbe returns of the
several denominations in the Dominion, and in that
bulletin there arc mauy rhings îvhiclh any one may
ponder iveli. Perbaps there is no section of ail the
census returns the reading of which îvill produce
such varied emotions, as this one linc mayr prescrit,
something that is exceedingly gratifyiug, the next
may reveal somethiug decidedly discouraging.

The frst thing that strikes the eye of the reader
is that there are no less than fifteen different
denominations than are of such importance as to
be worthy of a place in the bulletin. But the cen-
sus eîîumerators appear to have found a consider-
able number of persons îvho did not or could not
find a congenial ecclesiastical home iu any of these
denominations, conscquently they ivere obliged to
claqs them as members of- Other Denominations,":
or as " Not Specified,'" or simply as " Protestants."
It is very evideut, therefore, that if there is ever to
bc an organic union of the Churches the advocates
of the qchieme have an arduous task before them.
It iill be necessary for themr to procccd wvith great
caution, and besides there must bc a disposition on
the part of professing Christians to yield points
which have hitherto been held with a good deal of
tenacity. It is wortby of notice that the Salvation
Army appears for the flrst ime Ln the enuineration.
It nov numbers .29 per cent. of the total popu-
lation. Another noteworthy feature is that the
àýoman Catholic Church now numbers 41.46 PUr
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cent. of the population of tlhc Dominion. It has
not increascd at the same ratio as somne of the
other denominations, nevertheless it stane-s numer-
ically a long wvay in advance of its most aggressive
comptitor-thc Mthodist Churchi, whichi now
numbers 17.65 per cent. of the wvhole. One is
struck ilso with the fact that there arc now more
than five times as many pagans in Canada as thiere
were a decade ago. Truc, their number is still
conmparativcly smali-only o.56 per cent., ncvcr-
theless it is sufficient te indicate that there is tais-
sion wvork to be done among the heathen at home
as wvell as among those who arc stili in the region
of darkucess and supt.tstition. The General Assem-
bly at its last meeting did a wise and proper thing
%vhcen it instructed the Foreign Mission Comniitte
to send a niissionary to labour among the Chines'c
in. British Columbia, and it is to bc hoped that
%vliîn the ncxt census is taken, it ill be found that
the number of pagans is relatively a great deal

rrllrthan it is to-day.
It is a rather remarkable fact that no lcss than

scven denominations have faiked to maintain thecir
grotind in proportion to the increasc of the popu-
lation. These arc the Adventists, Baptists, Con-
grcgationalists, Disciples, Quakers. Unitarians and
Lniversaists. It is ioerhaps fnot difficult to account

for the fact that the Adventists, Disciples. (2uakers
and Universalists .ave not held their owvn. Thcy
have no vcry inluential denominational papers, no
theological semîinaries and no regular ministry.
They arc obliged, therefore, tc' depend almost
entirely upon the efforts of laymen, and wvhite lay-
m-. in ail denominations are doing a most impor-
tant werk, yet, it is nlot to be expected that they
can takie the place of the r.;gular ministry. People
are becoming too intelligent to listen Sabbath afier
Sabbath to the platitudes of men îvho know no
more than they themselvcs about theology. \Vith
the Baptists and Congregationalists the case is
different, and one feels at a loss to explain îvhy
they have niot kept pace witlî the increase in the
population. The Baptists certainly have neyer
been clarged îith a lack of aggressiveness ; in
Ontario, at least, they have doue much during the
past few years in the îvay of equippîng schools and
colleges, and yet the fact remains that as a denot.-
ination they have nlot radevery satisfactory progress.
A possible explanation mnay be found ini the fact
that the three branches of the Baptist body have
been grutiped together in the ceusus returfis, and if
moie detailb were given it might be found that the
deficiency could bc traced net to the Regular
Baptists but to the other two branches of the
denomination. The Bretlireu is the only body that
stands ini exactly the same relation to the total
population as it did ten years ago. Apparently
these noisy religionists have not caused much
tiurest among tlhe congregations of other denom-
mnations durinC the past ten years. The Roman
Catholic and the Methodist are the only denomin-
ations that have increased their strength in every
province off the Dominion.

The following paragraph from the bulletin
deserves te be reproduced here. '«The total
increase of population in Canada during the ten
years is 507,S69. As a constituent in that increase
ive have the estimated population of the unorgan-
ized regions in the North and North-West, the
returns froin vhich have flot been received in their
eutirety. Leaving out of consideration this esti-
mated population Of 32,16S we have an increase of
475,701, for which ive have complete returns.
That increase is divided among the denominations
as follows: Roman Catholics 198,483, Methodists
104,48S, Presbyterians 79,034, Church of England
66,692, Lutherans 17,629, Baptists 7,224, ahl others
2, 15ji." Taking the - Dominion as a whole the
Methodists have made the greatest proportionate
increase and they are followed by the Presbyterians,
the Churchi of England and the Roman Catholics in
the order named. The above showing should give the
quietus te the statement se often made that Presby-
terianism is either dead or dying. It bas shown itself
to be a most lively and interebcinig corpse. True,
in the Maritime Provinces and more especially in
Nova Scotia t is nlot what it wvas ten yedrs ago, but
îvhen the whole Dominion is cons-idered, it is found
to be ;ntinct with lifé. If it bas died it is only in
the sense that a corti of wheat has died in the
ground. It las been bown in the virgmn soit of
Manitoba , there t has takcen root and brought
forth an abundant harvest, for no less than 28
per cent. of the whole increasc made in that pro-
vince lias been made by Presbyterianismn. In
British Columbia nearly 23 per cent. of the total
increase has fallen to the Presbyterians. These
facts show that the cause is nicither dead nor dying.
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seli lublishing Co.) Ai n any .espects aàImust sitisiactory periodical
ta put into the hantis of tile readets.

Li-TTELI 's LiViNG AGR. (Boastun . Littell & Co.)-The aldesi
af eclvctic publications, andtint most respects stili the best, Littll',s
hias lust nothing ai ils popularîtY or usefuiness.

IIARi'iti'S VOUNG Proi-i.i:. (New Vork : haorper BrIothers.)
-Silice ils recent imîiravemcnt ibis admirable weekly foi young
readers lias become more attractive than lever.

Titit Illustraied A'e;îu of the JVcrld keeps ut wili oni. -ing
intetest its pictarial record of the lcading evciits of the lun:e. Its
reproduction of a nunîber of the pîcîsîses on exhibition at thse Ata
demy rive it a race srtistic value. Rider laggard's latest South
Airican story is compicteti.

TuE LAIR' 110%19 JURNAL. (l'hiladelphia .Thse Curtis
Publishing Ca )-The contents ult titi: une number aie varieti andi
inîcresîing. Subjects of practîcal value arc brîcfly vet clearly dis-
cusseti hy conîpeicot wrîters, santie of tiieni of great eiîiiience iii their
respective fields. I is the mission af the _7fornai la cotertain, in-
stuet andi deiight ils %vide constituency of fait rendets.

TiKi ARKNA. (Boston - The Arena l'ublishing Co.)-The Are,:,
is what its titie denates, a (tee fieldi on whicli intcllcctiti athlctes
wrcstle with the thoughts that stir the iiinds af tliinhing men andi
women in aur ime The more sîrikiiig paliets in thse jutie issue arc

I shmaclites ai Civiltiation.' "TIhe Bed Rock aofItruc Denioc.
racy, "A l'en 1icturc oai W. D. McLracken, A.M.,' I'he
Rights of Chilciren,"' an<d several otliers well wotth careful lîrrusual.

TiiitRre,îE%% oaiiiEtcCimiuitEs. (Londlon : 1. Clarke I% Ca )
-The fieldi accupieti ly this muai admirable iulcation ta a dis-
tinctive one. Il unit-S in a conmoun interesi al the Ieading Iltotest-
&nt Ciurches, andi d. risses with a frankness andi a lîcedloii quille
reircshîng the greai questions that occup)y ihe tlioughis ut intelligent
Christians In the May number thse sulject oaIl The iglier
Criticism anti Inpiration II is discussec -1by the hislop of Worcester
Thse Atchdeacon of London, Rev. Hlugli Puscc hughes andthei
Delan of Asapli rive their respective views on IlThe Disestalîlish-

ment Controvessy."'
Tii'. ENGLISIt ILLUSTRATIRO MAGA11Nit. (NCW \ark: Mac-

millan & Ca )-Thîe May nuiniser ut tis incly -ittsasîatest nsonihly
apens with a renia] anti appreciative sketch, surmise t trbli wrzîten
by the former lur, ai Prince George af Wales " The Varaisheti
Abbey Il is an îrteresting hîttorîcal sketch af Lveshani Abbey, of
wh*sch anly a few fragments now remain. Griser atiswratile paptels
are : I"A Day in a Spice Factory,"" On Muîeback, in Moroccol,"

1Match-lina Making ati home I andi Sortie Musical l'eriorrmers,'
with gond portraits. The fiction oif te number is I'II'reîîy Pierre I
andtIl~ A Deplorahie Affair" Thse nomber as a wvhoei ss ane of
great excellence.

IARi'ER'S &NIAG;Ai2N. (New Y'ork: Ilarper & Broters.)-l'he
opening paper in the june number is classical in ils character.
Charles Wadstein wrîîes inreestingiy andticiarnedly an I Funeral
Orations in Stone anti Wood," anti the fruntispiece, I The Mourn-
ing Athene. [rom the Acrop)olis," is unc uf the fine illustrations wîîh
which the paper is adobned Thse musi interesîing illustrateti anti
aubes papers af t. number are . Il A 11i'ney-Dcw h'îcnic," l' Thse
Bitthplace ai Commodore Isaac 1 full," " I ow Kentucky liecanie a
State," "'The Austro.llungarian Army," hy Felticeugoseister Baron
von Kahn ; "Thse Olti Englisis Dramiatisîs," tirit paper, by the laie
1lames Russell Loweli ; 1 Montana, the 'I reasure Stat,"Iîy j ulian
Ralph; IISocial ant i ntellec:ual Condition ai Easiern l'cru," anti
the faillh part ai the fine serres, "* Fram the Isiaci, Forest ta the
Black Sea," by F. [) Millet. The principal fiction îs «' jane
Field," by 'Mary E Wiikàns - * Thse oili . Chance," by %Wil liam
Dean Howells, anti- P'Li' Baronette,'" by William MLNennan.
The poctsy is fully up ta the l'gh standard maintaincti in Ziarfer.

TitE MiboNAI(Y RitVisw 01; THER WOPîU. (NeW York-
Funk & Wagnals ; Toronto; 1 Richmond Street West.)-The
number fur June devotes a la:gc portion ai ils space ta a îinîely
consideration of ils work in Airica. Io thc depariment ai Litera-
turc ai Missions are thice papers an this subject, *ie irai by thse
Rev. latmes Johnston, aifIBolton, Lancashire, Englanti, on I"The
Scaurge af Afica;" anather by the Rev. Lewis Grant, ai West
Brattiebara, VI., on Il Airican Thcoiagy : ar, the Zulu's Creeti, as
Seen in a-is Fiilk-Lore," and anc by William 1. Nieethling,
"News ram thse South Airican Mission Field." Thse Monthly

Concert of Missions is also devateti chiefly Iti Africa. Especiaily
notable this month is Part IL. ai a superb series ai papers on
IlWilliama Carey, thse Missonaty Organizer, Vreaches andi Teacher,"
by George Smith, LL.D., F.R.G.S., ai Edinburgis, Scatlqnti,
Carey's great biographer The series began i0 thse May number, anti
will bc continuedtin subsequeni issues. The score or more ather
articles in thse vatiaus depattments caver a 'ooa fieldi anti present
an excellent sumnsary ai mission wark in aIl parts ai thse globe.

Tiit iTRAsuRV 0F Raie.iGtous TtiîotGiir F011 1ASTOR AND
PROPLKt. (New York : E. B. Treat.>--This evangelical monthly
makes ils appearance taily foi lune in a capital nurnt. Ilis new,
arlistiecaver, enlargeti page, increase of departuments anti pages
have atideti greatly tIcits attraction andt t ils wouîh. Il is easîly
abreasi with any magazine of as cîass poblisheat. The irantispîcce
is a fine view ai the First Methodisi Episcopal Church, Onmaha,
Neb., andi is illowcd with a sermon by ils pasior, Dr. P. S. Mer.
nul, also a biographical sketch. A sermon by Dr. B. Hart, ai New
Hlaven, an Il The Excellence ai Divine justice," wîli atîract atten.
tion ; also one by Dr W. B. llntington, anti one iiy Dr. MeChes.
ney Tht Leading Sermon Thooghts are ai a higis stan fard. 1)r.
Meredth's Expository Lecture is a fine specîînen ai his powers,
andi Dr. H. Duffield's Decoration i>ay 'Service will bc adînireti by
cvp.ry reader. -A Romance in hiablical Cstcssm,' , by J. D.
Steele, B D., andtIl Pentateuchal Criiicismn," by Proiessar Scrim.
cer, shoulti bc attentively read , alsn Dr. Kincaid's article on Il The
Theary oi the Atonement." Thoughts for tie Hour ai Ptayer,
for FamilV Lufe, fot Pastoral Work, on Christian Edificatioa, an thse
Pieachcr's Purpose andi on Phylacteries, are each capital andi in-
stroctive. S. S. Lessons, by Dr. Moment, Carrent Religioss
Thought, [Susvey ai Christian I'rngtess, Illubtrative Thougisis,
Beautiful Thougisis, with Reviews aif Bot-, combine, with editara-
als an îimnely tapies, ta make a namber first in ils class in every re-
spect.


