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*It.seems b9st in commencing a rocos'd of tise life cf Anthos]
Beresford, te state at once, without reserve, tisat bis charac
ter, as it is portrayed in tise following pages is net tistefi
fictitieus isere but of a real individual, wbo bas breathed,
like us, tise air eft4t Ilower world, and, played bis difficul
part, as we ah înust'do, amid fis stern renlities.

We have felt this explanation teulW, ueoessary iseeause,c
are qdIlte ~~ e htw ti ti a fathf portraiture. cfti
man io4Ild1hàrdIy fail te draw vfàrý flWtIérititn''thisa
reprèsented an impossible isuman beirg, and -thus ibe ',deej
inFerest wiich attaches, gis we cexccive, te bis noble.- histpqy
wijuld rest upen ne sure foundatien. Wisile, bowever, wE
d-iýtihetly staté that the 'pcirtrait df tise man we havé namée
Anthony Beres(ôrd is drawn frein hifÈe, with'the utmott poi-
sible aQdssraçy, we yet freely admit tisaS for obvious reasonE
webave altered tise actual details ef bis eventful career, ansd
that triai and femptation did ne't meet him precisely În thé
lishion bere described, alisengistise réal vicissitudes cf his
esiùstence did in tact revealIn hlm tisé very sanrie. remankablequahities wbicis we have encfravoured tuo depiçt 4s being made
manitest in bis cisaracter hy tise circumastances in whici we
bave piaèéd -hilmt. .

Anthony Beresford is standing, wben we sec hlm flrst,
midway upý tise rugged sheuler of a picturesque mounitain
in Nortis. Wales. He bas paused at a point where the
scarce perceptible patislie is treading bas turned sisarpl:
round a rock, and suddenly reveâl 'ed te hitu a landscape of
striking beauty, spread out fan below bis feet, and stretcbed
away for many miles iistq tise dimn blue distance.

Green woods and sniihing pasture lands,, with tise ruins of
a grand old castie in tise foreground, filled up the space be-
tween tise mountain's base and tise undulating line of ceast
beyend wbich lay thse sea, waveless and serene as an inland
lake, witb tise ptxrple sisadows cf its beatis-clad isiands lying
motionless beneatis its surface. Tise wbole fair scene was
lit up- iy flhe seft -sunshine cf ene of these exquisitely lovely
days wbich corne te us sometimes in tise liter autumrn, and
suiite be empliatically tise hast sînile ef tise dying summer.
Tise sky was cloudless, but of a hue ratiser tender than bnil.
liant, and tise subdued light that lay on land and sea was
like a shimniening golden veil, that toned down tise brigit
coleuninÉ it yet served te revéal.

Tise air was singuiarly sweet and pured and i t came tc
.Anthopy Beresford ladlçn witi tise scent of tise wild thyme
and beaiser tisat clothed tise niuntain shopes around bum.

Tise moment wns- te bis one of keen enjoyment-such a
moment, in fact, in its ecstatic hope and unailoyed happi.
ness as he was neyer again, te know wbile bis feet still trod
the patbs cf earth. Many happy disys were yet in store for
bim-tumes ef traniquil pleasure end of spécial sweetness
wbicb it is sonietimes given te human hearts te experience
mniid 11 tise stenms of lite; but that heur,. bigbt witb tise

ofmsee bis higbest bopes fulfiled, and witb tise one
glnosdream of bis youtb, tise very desire et bis seul,

sbining before hlm as an assured possession-an heur ike te'
that wouhd neyer be bis again in tîe (deep rapture'otitsglow-

"e stoleasing upon a stout knotted stick he bad cut
for biniself years betore in bis old home, and wbich bad
travelled with bur since te mnny a distant region, and bold-

indýnbis otiser isand thé bread-bnmmmed bat ise bad taken
ffthat notbing rnight impede bis view. Hie gazed eut with

an ardent eager look tewards tise distant sea, ignoring al
tise nearer beauties of tise landscape, that his eyes migist
rivet themselves upon tise bnigist bloc waters only-most
choquent eyes tbey were, witb their soft hazel bue relieved
by thse strengly-marked black eyebrows that overshadowed
tiseni, but tisey censtituted tise chief channi ef bis face, for
bis otiser features were by ne, means faultless; be was ex-
tremely dark, tise beavy masses of bis black bain hanging
ebstin#tehy down over bis bread low forehead, and tise lower
part et bis countenapnce being cast in a somewisat massive
meuld that 'vas ne way hidden by beard or moustache, for
Anthony was conservative in many cf bis ideas, and adhered
ini tiis respect.te tise fashion cf bis tathers, wbo bad con-
sidered it ungentlemanhike te appear etherwise than dlean
shaven every day et their lives. Trhat wiicb was, bowever,
tise main cbaracteristic efthtie young mian's outward appear-
ance was tise conbination of manly flrmness and pewer, witb
a sweetness et expression, which irresistibly attracted ail wiso
iearnit te know biffi weil.

He had tise pleasantest smile tisat could well be imagined,
mest frank, winning manners, and a peculiarlycbarmingveice,
whicli, soft and kindly as it was in bis ordinary intercourse
witb others, had yet a ring otsstrong determination in its tene,
ivbich teld thsat lie couid be sternîly severe if any
wrong or cowardly deed drew forth bis dispîcasure.
Oniy a few minutes before we first saw bum that
kindiy voice isad sounded ike, awful thunder te a
înischieveus littie sisepherd-boy, wbom Anthony found
ill-using a sickiy lamis that isad ling;ered beiind tise
flock, whicb were heing led by thbe boy s fatiser up tise
mountain-side. Straigistway the deinquent bad found hlm-
self seized by tise celar, sumnmarily chastised by a few weli-
applied strokes froni tise eken stick, and tisen deposited on
bis back in tise heather, while tise lamis, carefuhly gatbered
up into tise yeung man's arms, was carriedon by bis swift,

CHAPTER Il.
It was liste in tise evening before Anthony Beresford coula

flnd bimselt fairly started on bis long railway jcurney te tise
seniewhat, dçsoite part et Yorkshginlawhich Dp.ksmert

............... .

*seone strong internal entisusiasm that was makihbiý,~4
lips qùiver, and bis beart beat high.

H-e was at this time in tise fuU àsrengtb mid vigor of hIls
manhood,-twenty-five.years of aje-,with a stalwart, well-
built framé, of whicb the actualhight was somewhat dimînf-
ished by -a sligbt stoop wbicbheéisad actluired duin:aw iII-
ness as a boy. His bealth was now robust,-apddlie was
active and athietic, capable cf mucb endurance Wn the way of
physical fàtigue, but of se sensitive a temperansent that be
was easily prostrated by the leâist touch of mental trial ; cf
sorrow or care, bowever, lie bad seen as litthe as most men,
and'there wams notbing but ghadness and, brigb t expectancy in
the eyes whicis looked se eagerly towards the sea, because
over tbe oceart teo whicb tliese waters led be boped very soon
te pas, jin order that beinigbt reach tise scene cf bis pure
ambition-the land;wisere centred all thse generous hopes that
buiht up the fai ry fabric of his life's one d1ream. What that
dreani was in truth;we inust explain at a liter period, for

-Anthony Beresford was, not long permitted te stand there
revelizrk in tise grand' vision be bad conjured up, as bis
tbougbts fl ew over the, fresis bine waves cf the English sea to
the burning sands of the African coast. Suddenhy, as be
stood there niotionless, lie heard far awaý' over tbe mountain
siopes tise sound of a voice shouting out at ntervals a name
that seemed te be bis own.

He listened fot, a moment with breàthhess attention, and
heard, the caîl repeated, evidently froni a point wbiere tise
siseep-track by whicb fie bad ascended merged into a road
that led te the nearest village. Asý the wind bore thse cry
agaig te bis ears, he. distinguishe¶l net onhy the syllables of
bis name but tise voice aise cf hi4 servant, wbom b e had left
at thse itthe Welsb inn where he'bad iodged tbe nigist before.
He -fesponded at once witb a long musical hunting-cali which
he isad learnt in the Tyrolese Alps, and then began',te de-
scend witb rapid strides towatd tise point wbence the -surû-
Mens came.

He marveIied as he went wbat bis groom could possibly
want witb bum; and bis tbeughts went ne futher in the uine
0f possible chances than the fear. that an accident might have
happened te one of bis herses, which leeisad left that morn-
ing in perfect security te have a day's thorcugb rest in thse
stable of the inn.

Anthony bad come«from bis Yorkshire home to Wales a
few days ýreviously, simpiy in erder te make a pleasure tour
on horseback amid the mountain scenery. Hie had brought
bis own boises, witb an old groom te attend them, and
travelied in primitive. fashion, with only a small valise strap-
ped in front of bis saddie, se that hie was quite, independent
cf railways, and even cf coaches, as ise preferrerl to be.

Tise rapid pace at which bie made bis way dows tise
mountain-side soon brougbt hbu in sight ef tise point at wisich
be was aiming, and bis «irst glance showed him that at least
nothing was wrong witb tise herses, as tbey both stood th.ere,
the groom mounted upon bis own1 and holding Anthony's,
ready saddled, by tise bridie, as if bie cieariy expected bis
master te require speed in bis mevements se seon as he should
join hlm. Anthony hurried on, convinced now that some-
thing important must have occurred, and cailed eut with all
tise power of bis strong clean voice te know whist was the
natter, long before hie reached tise man.

His servant iseld up a paper which he saw at once frem
tise celer te be a telegram, and as at last he came within
speaking distance tise groom exclaimed, " This bas j ust been
brouglit fron tise nearest town, sir; and there was one for
me, tee, desiring me, if you were absent on any excursion,
te make al baste te get it conveyed te you immediately. "

"Is it from home, tisen, Fulton ?" said Anthony, hurrying
on te take tise missive froni bis band.

" Yes, sir; atnd it brinr bad news, I fear, " added tise
man, shaking bis bead. Hle was an old famll servant, who
had taught Anthony te ride as a boy, and who knew ail tise
secrets of bis master's home, as faithful old servants gener-
ally do.

Meanwhile tise teiegram was already opened, and tise young
man held it up, se that Fulton couid read it as weil as him-
self. Tt bad been sent by Reginald Erlesheigis, Darksmere
Castle, Yorkshire, te Antbeny Beresfori, at tise nearest tele-
grapb station te tise inn wisere ise was staying, and ran as
foliows :-" Our mother bas been taken suddenhy ihi, and is
in a most prerarieus state ; come immediately or you may
net find ber alive."

Tise paper dropped from Anthony's band. "My motiser
ill ! dving! it seems impossible 1" be said.. Tise, vision pass-
ed before him of ber appearance as he bad seen ber last,
scarce a fortnight before : a taîl, stately weman, beautiful
still in tise autunnoetliser lite, standing attise door cf ber
bed-room te take leave of hlm betere she went te rest for tise
night, as he w as to start very early next day. Sise had been
at a dînner party, and worea long sweeping dress cf purple
velvet, on wbici tise diamonds sparkled, wbicis were tise
enly ornaments she cendescended te wear; and ise remeni-
bered well how isandsome sise looked, witbh hé fair complex-
ion, and clear-cut, aristocratic features; and bow be bad in-
wardly chafed attise cehd indifference of hier manner as she
bade bim fareweli, tborôugbly accustomed as be was te ber
want of affection for himseif. He had known perfectiy well
from tise days of bis cbildisoed that aIl tise leve sise had te
bestew was given te bis isaîf-brother, and tisat he was notbing
more te bier tisan a son wisem sise was tee proud te neglect
or te shun, but te wbom bier iseart isad neyer opened, because
he was aqIso tisesn ef a busbland she h-Ad ee na- et

Castie was sit4ated, and the eaxly autumn night sooc.lg"sd
in around him, leavinig hilm througalr.ail the hours.ofdàarkness
te the sleeplessihess c0ons@qièntJ iw-hi~s nxiety of mmd. *HRis
thought; reverted first to the brghtmountaji~ solitudrwhere,
a few hours previously, he 'had sto'od, amid the sunlig'it',w.it1 i
the fresb _,weet. air of the hillsblowfng.. freely rôiiid --iiin 1-
and the contrast of that scene witb h e.sights and ao»ns
whlch accompanied the rushing -of the train tlwough -the
night- was so great, that it seemfed -te him as,,thoue4i thé fair
scene of that hast noontide had reqeded into g past 41ready
very far away. This feeling wýas enhanced, perliaps, -by a
dira presentimiert surging. vaguely in hig mÏd thit the pre-
sent was a crisis inhbis life which would set fçr evçr far behipdbim the joyons tîime f yùfh,ý and separatefhlmý finially ftom
,thç glad unfettercé: life which had been bhis, only experrenceê
of this mortal existence hitherto.- The olw artb1ypaixi
which be, had knownm as., yet,'hàd béen ratber negatiV6 than
positive, inasmuch as it consiste4c merehy in that -denlal of bis
mother's love, which had brought to him a sense of lQ55 and
loneinesd through al bis da>ý of yôuÏh and eaily maihood,
-gd now, as he sped. 9nWards tbpicugh- théi t glooni, thr
seemed to rise before. bis fancy weird indistinguishable shapes
of unkniowsl-evil"s'looming on the path hie was bencefortlf'tù
traverse ; but so litti. çould 4ie give themn forni or çonsiît-
ency in. his knowledge af existing facts, that hie cast. hiis
-thoughts back anxiously té -the pasti n oôrder to ascertain if
there existed in previous events aîiy ortinous seed of troible
which might bear fruit in, pain and grief hereafter.

Anthony had neyer known bhis father, ' but hie knew that,
although the conty inagitrate, Mr. Beresford, whos sçon.he
was, had been bis mother s first husband, he had not been
either her first love or ber last, for a relation -of bers, with
whomn Anthony had travelled mucb, had given bu ,§n ac-
count of her early his tory. In the days when she was the
beautiful Marian Saxby, only daughter of a distinguished
peer, and the courted favorite of th~e mo$ fastidious circles ig
London, sjie had become deeply attached to a young man
whose -namne was Erlesleigb, and who was no less passion-
ately in love with berseif. Her father objected to their mar-
niage, because, although Erlesleigh belonged to a very ancient
and wealthy Yorkshire family, hie was only a younger son,
and at that time an officer in the Gugrds, who had to make
bis ownway in the world. Marian was taken away'from his
vicinity, and drawn into a round of country gaieties, in order
te divert bier mind from hier untoward atiachment; and then
a rurnour, false as it hnppened, icas broViht to hier ears, that
ber lover had speedily consoled hiniseif, and was about to be
married to a lady who had been soméwbat bey rival in the
London season. In the bitterness of ber wouihded love'and
pride Marian Saxby forgot bow great an iniquity it truly. is
té marry witbout affection, and accepted the proposais of Mr.
Beresford,- a mian 'double br age, whose reserved, unbendinig
character was in no, way calculated to make hier happy. She
Was iniserable for the two duli iineventful years duriug wbich
the ill-assorted union lasted, then Mr. 3eresford died, leaving
hier with the one chilcl whese birth had failed te brighten a
life made wretcbed by lier busband's stern rule-and neyer
afterwards was she able to forget that Anithoniy was the son
of the man whose very nienory was odious to ber. A Yeur
or two later she again met Frank Erlesleigh, and found not
only that be had always-been -true to ber, and had neyer
sought any other love than. bers, but that aise~ the death
of bis eider brother bad placed him in possession o(the spieni-
did estates and great wealth which hselonged te bis -fainify.
The beautiful Young widow was very little changed froni
the Marian Saxby lie rerniembered, and they were speediiy
marrjed, and established ai Darksmere CastIle, the Erlesieigbs'
ancient home where they entered on- a ýperiod of hiappies
such as it is net often g~Ivè.n to any to'know in this changeful
life. 0fcourse, howeveï, perfèct bliss cou cartis is neyer en-
during, and it did not last long for Erlesleigh and bis wife.
Frank was passionately fond of htinting, as rnost Yorksbire
Squires are tô this hour, and when his first-born, tchild Regi..
nald was but a few years old, htr was brought home iftees
one day fromn the field te which hie lad ridden forth in al
the pride of his manly strengtWitnd beauty only two or three
hours before.

But for the existence of that infant son Mrs. Erlésleigh
would scarce have rallied after. tise sbock wbich fluiig ber
from the utmost beight of humanhappiness to the deptbs. of
desolation and despair, but Reginald Erlesleigh was flot
only tise child in whoi tise highest hopes of ber adored, bus-
band had been centred, and whose birth had fllled birn with
deligbt, he *kas aIso now the oilly living representative- of the
Erlesleigh family, tise heir to their wealth, and the sole 'poË-
sessor oftbe grand old castie wbichhad been the home of
their ancestors for many generaticOs. It seemed to bier that
even te foijow Frank into that world wbitber hie had bense
suddenly taken, she could not leave bis son a. helpless orpisan
to the care cf hired irytvuctors, or te the guardiangbip of
those whose interest it migt be te lead himn into eyilways,
for there were dark passages in hier husband's vanisbed life
whicb might yet cast a sinîster ghadow over that of bis son,
and there had been traits ia bis cb.araçter, hriiliasit #gd fasc-
nating as hie was, whicb, if reproduced in bis only child,
would be fraugbt with elements of terrible danger.

Tise widow-now for thse first time a widow indeed-
gathered up ber strengtis despite tisat new-made tomb in the
Erlesleigh vauît, and ived, but sbe lived for bier son Regi-
nald, and for.him alne; to isim ah bler love, ahi ber care, ailberthug, s webre givenndAAntion-ysextnews


