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THE Awernican Presbytenan Church raised last
year for Home Missions, $048,208 ; for Foreign Mis.
sions, $784,157. These princely offerings prove that
Calvinism 1s not dying over there to any great extent.

Tue Christian at Work 1\'\5 \hc fo“m\-m;, rather
grim observations 1o make about union between the
Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches:

As we read the proceedings of the Southern Presbyterian

Asscmbly it looks as if the cemetery were destinzd to play
an impostant part in the matter of Jhe coming Presbytenian
reunion.
It is a sad fact, but still a dact, that the cemetery has
to play an important part :n many good movements.
How often we hear people say, * Yes, that would be a
good thing to do, but it cannot be done as long as
Mr. So-and-so is to the fore.” That is simply another
way of saying, * When Mr. So-and-so 15 Jaid m the
cemetery, this good thing may be done.” Surely 1t
cannot be a very comfortable reflection for a good
man that s existence on earth blocks some good
work.

THE General Assembly of the Prcsbylenan Church
of the United States laid down the following platform
the other day as the one on which it will be willing to
discuss union with any Christian Church :

1. Al believers in Christ constilute one bi-dy ; mystical,
yet real, and destined to grow into the fulness «f Him wh
filleth all in all,

2. The umiversal wisible Church consists of all those
throughout the warld whe profess the true religion, tgether
with their children,

3 Mutual recoguition and reciprocity between the-differ-

ent bodies who profess the true religion, is the first and
essennial step toward practical Church unny.
Plank No. 3 of this platform 1s 1n exact line with some
remarks made in these columns last week. Let there
be first “mutual recognition and reciprocity between
the different bodies who profess the true rehgion,”
and when this happy condition of things exists 1t wiil
be time enough to talk about organic unton. This 1s
really ‘“the first and essential step toward practical
Church umty,” and unul this first and essenual step
is taken there is no use in talking about organic
umicn. Where 1s the sense in discussing orgamic
union while some clergymen cannot go farther than a
“ street acquaintance ”’ with their brethren, and some
of ghe Churches frequenuy steal their neighbours
sheep and lambs. Recugnmtion and reciproaty must
come before union.

THE Amenican Assembly have a2 committee on an-
nual concess tor prayer. In their report last week
this commiitee made the following rccommcndauons
among others :

That tke last Thursday of Tanuary be ob-.2rved as a day of
prayce for coileges, theological seminarie and other edvca-
siunal institutives in this lam., and alsu vt missivli schuuls
and colleges, that all these institutinns may hecnme the
source not only of knowledge. but that wisdem which
sanclities knowledge and makes 1t eftecuive for good,

That un'childien’s day speciai prayes e ade in ail the
Churches for the baptized chil 'ren of the Church and fix
the personal consecration of the youth of the Church to hnly
lives.

That the Sabbath in November, set apant for special
instructiun in misions, be hept 2> a day J prayes fut more
intelligent knowlecge ang zealin this great cause.
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\Vh:lst we believe that LO"CSCS and the baptized chil-
dren of the Church and misstons should be prayed
for every Sabbath in every congregation, itisalsoa
goud thing to have annual concergs for prayer when
special supplication should be made for theological
seminaries, Sabbath schools and missions. The reflex
influence would be good.  Special prayer for profes-
sors and students would deepen the Church’s interest
inour college work.  Special prayer for the children
could hardly fail to remind parentsof their duty, and
children of a certain age that they should take cove-
nant vows on their own behalf.  Special prayer for
missions would aid the cause much more than some
missionary meetings we hear and read about. No
doubt these annaul concerts for prayer have much to
do with the marvellous work the great American
Church is carrying on year after year.

CANADIAN Mecthodists have always been noted for
lnyalty to thea Church, We would ne  say that the
typ.cal Mcthodist stands Ly his Church nght or
wrung, but we do say that he hardly ever thinks his
Church wrong.  However noisy he may Le at times
when he does not get his own way—however loud he
may talk when Conference fails to send the right man
or remove the wrong one  you nearly always sce the
good man quictly back in the traces in a few wecks,
pulling as kindly as ever.
with no ordinary astonishment that we have observed
mutterings of discontent at various times since last
September against bringing Victoria into the Univer-
sity scheme for Federation. The highest court of
Methodism decided at that time to remove Victoria to
Toronto at the earliest date practicable, and the his-
tory and genius bf Metnodism led everybody who knew
thetChumch to believe that the muinority would give way
at once,and loyally help to carry out the de®ision of the
Supreme Court. It is no secret that they have not all
done so. The action taken the other day by the Mont-
real Conference is not,as a city daily described it, “ dig-
loyalty " or “insubordination,” but it has an unplea-
sant look. An Annual Conference stands in about
the same relation to the General Conference as one
of our Synods stands to the General Assembly. If
any Synod tried to thwart, or obstruct, or even delay
action taken by the Supreme Courty that Synod
would have a course of discipline before it. No
Synod would ever dream of doing anything of the
kind. Disguise the fact as we may, the Montrea
Cunference did review the work of a superior court.
Some people think it did a good deal more.

PATRIOTIC Canndmns, of all political parties, will
learn with deep regret that the Hon. Edward Blake
has been comipelled through ill health to give up in
the meanume his duties as a member of the Donunion
Parhament. Public men of pre-eminent abihty and
pure character are nov so plenttful in this world that
a smal) country hike Canada caa well afford to lose
the services of a statesman hke Mr, Blake. Though
not in the Government, his smmense store of know-
ledgeand splendud intellectual powers were of greatser-
vice ip moulding the legislation of the country. One
of the bad things about party government is that an
Opposition leader raiely gets credit from bis friends,
or his opponents, or his country, for the good work he
may do in helping to shape the legislation of Parlia-
ment. Mr. Blake at Ottawa, or Mr. Meredith in
Toronto, may do more than half a dozen other mnem-
bers in the way of making goud laws for the people,
but hardly anybody gives them credit for doing
anything unless they succeed in embarrassing the
Government, or turning it out.  Mr Meredith is une
of the wmost useful members in the Local Parliament,
but some, even of his own friends, consider him a
failure because he cannot turn Mr. Mowat ot of
power. Mr. Blake has relinquished a magnificent in-
come and seriously impaired health in public service,
but it is no secret that men calling themselves Libe-
rals are ready to taunt him with failure simply
because be has unot def °.d Sir John. Are Cana-

Such being the case it was’

_dency for a longer period than eight years,

[Juxe $*h, 1887,

THE GENERAL ASSEMEBLY,

Tuts evening the Thirteenth General Assembly of
the Presbytenan Church in Canada meets in Winnie
peg. To many of the delegates the distance they
have to travel is great.  ‘The commussioners from the
Provinces down by the sea might well s2gard their
duty as one of great responsibility, The journcy
alone 1s a formidable undertaking, but they are hardy
men and stalwart Presbytenians, and a goodly repre
sentation ;om the Eastern Section of the Church have
resolved to do thair duty and, judging from former
yeurs, they may be relied upon to do it well,  Itis all
but certain that the East will have the honour of
giving the Moderator to the General Assembly. The
choice'certainly is a happy one. The pastor ot Fort
Massey Church is beloved for his father's sake, and
none the less warmly esteemed for ns own sake, He
is a leal-ucarted and loyal son of the Church, and
from Ius carly years has been faithful and zealous in
the work of the pastorate. He s admired for his
talent and worth, and belov' 1 for s large-heaited
benevolence and rare gemahty. lFor his manliness
and amiability he 1s esteemed from Halifax to Van-
couver, and hissmgle-hearted sincenty and kindliness
are not without recognition from the Giant’s Cause-
way n Ireland to John o' Groat's on, the North Sea.
If tact, knowledge of business and suavity can allay
or prevent ecclesiastical nipples at Winmipeg, then the
present will be as peaceful and happy an Assembly as
the last. It would be difficult to conceive a more har-
nonious meeting than that of last year at Hamilton.
A good healthful biecze, is not, however, 1n all
cases a bad thing. It dissipates stagnant vapours of
prejudice and discontent.  It-is not in every instance
the brother who raises his voice in indignant protest
against what to hm appears wrong that is guilty of
disturbing the harmony of an ecclesiastical gathering.
He may have just cause for his indignation, and he
does good service by calling attention to the supposed
wrong. A sly trickster at school, who delights in
mischief, pinches his unsophisticated neighbour, who
on the instant raises a howl of pain and indignant
remonstrance. The teacher swoops down upon the
howler, while the mischievous scamp looks on with a
hurt expression of countenance because the good
order of the school has been disturbed. The mem-
ber with a grievance or the brother who endeavours
to ventilate a wrong 1s not necessanly a discontented
growler, vor prima facie an offensive person. Frank,
straightforward Chnstian manhness, and the con-
siderate forbearance that Christian brethren owe to
each other, will make scenes someumes witnessed “in
another pla.o” unpossible in a General Assembly.
Though indications are wanting that the present
Assembly will be called upon to deal with exciting
subjects, it will be an unportant Assembly neverthe-
less. Every Assembly 1s. The mtalligent and effi-
cient consideration, and guidance of the ordinary
work of the Church is after all the most important
that can occupy the attention of the ceurt.  But tins

| Assembly marks an era m the Church's bistory,

People will date from the ume that the General As-
sembly first met in Winnipeg.

FIFTY YEARS A QUEEWN.

In hisiory the mstances of sovereigns whe have
reigned for half a century are of rare occurrence.
The representatne of the supreme authority in the
United States can never dicam of holding the Presi-
The
venerable Emperor of Germany is older in years

, than her Ma, sty, but he was un old man when he

" jubiiee excdement, there is

dians such a lot of narrow-a.inded pugilistic partisans
that they consider no m-n is woiking for the body |

politic except when he is knocking over some politi-
cal oppenent®> Apart from all political considerations,
we are sure the eari.zst hupe and prayer of every
patriotic Canadian wi'! be that Mr. Blake may scor
regain his bealth, and that, whether in Opposition or
in the Gavernment, Canada may long enjoy the bers.
fit of his splendid abilities.

succeeded to the Prussian throne, and 5t was not il
1870 that he received the imperial title,  The excep:
tivnal length of the Quecn’s rcign has added interest
to the jubilee celebrations that have beeneor are yet
to be held throughout her vast dominions,

Beneath all that is artificial in cuonnection with the
strony underlying senu-
ment of profound respect and esteem fur the noble
lady who for the last fifty years has presided over the
destinies of the British Empire.  She holds a'place i
the affections of all lasses of her subjects, and their
well-wishes, both eapressed and unuttered, will be
fervent and sincere. Not unly amid the stately gran-
deur of Westminster Abbey will jubilee odes be
chanted, but from humble hearts throughout the Eiu-
pire will rise the familiar, but none the less sinvere,

" prayer, “God Save the Queen.”




