AND WEEKLY JOURNAL. 331

Sit George now proceeded on along venage along the coast
to Sitka, and here the characies ot the savages appears 1o
change.  * In the fleet that swarmed around us, we observed
two peculiarly neat canoes, with foumteen paddles each, which
savoured very strongly of honesmoon.  Each carried a young
couple, who, both in dress and demecanor, were evidently a
newly.married pair.  The gentlemen, with their * arms around
their dearies 0, were lavishing their little attentions on the
ladies, to the obvious satisfaction of hoth parties.

were young and pretty, tastefully decked out with heads, brace. |

lets, anklets, and various ornaments in their hair, and, above
all, with blankets 0 sweet, and sound, and clean, that they
could not be otherwise than new. 'I'he bridegrooms were
smart, active, handsome fellows, all as fine as a holiday, and
more particularly proud of their turbans of white calico,”  The
tollowing is extremely curious : ¢ In addition to the mode of
dressing the hair, the people of this coast have ~everal other
peculiarities, which appear to indicate an Asiatic origin,  In
taking a woman to wife, the hushand buys her frum her father
for a price as his perpetunl property: so that, if she separate
from him, whether through his fault or her own, she can never
matrry aunother during hislite. Again, with respect to funerals :
the corpse, after being kept for several days, is consumed by
fire, while the widow, if any there be, rests her head on the
bedy till dragged from the flames, rather dead than alive, by
her relatives.
of this species of suttee, she collects the ashes of her deceased

The brides |

If tho poor creature recovers from the effects !

stons of the suvages have appraved 1o sender a ctusade neces.
sany, the aleade of the neighbourhoud suminons from twelve to
t'venty colonists to serve, either in person or by substitute, on
horseback ; and one of the forcign residents, when nominated,
about three years before, preferred the alternative of joining
the party himselt) in ovder to see something of the interior.
. after a ride of three days, they reached a village, whose inha-
bitants, for all that the crusaders knew to the contrary, might
have been as innocent in the matter as themselves.  But, even
without any conxciousness of guilt, the tramp of the horses was
~a symptom not to he misunderstond by the savages ; and ac-
, cordingly, all that could run, comprising of course all that could
possibly be criminal, fled for theiv lives. Of those who
remained, nine persons, all females, were tied to trees, chris-
tened, and shot ! With great difficulty and considerable danger,
my informant saved one old woman, by conducting her to o
short distance from the accursed scene; and even there ho
had to <hield the creature’®s miserable life by drawing a pistol
against one of her merciless pursuers.  She ultimately escaped,
thongh not withont secing a near relative, a handsome youth,
who had heen captured, slaughtered in cold blood before her
eyes, with the ouiwvard and visible sign of regeneration still
" ghstening on his hrow.”  Yet the Spaniards of the Pacific are
. very different beings among themselves. ¢« Of the women,
with their witchery of manner, it is not casy, or rather it is not
, vssible, for a stranger to speak with impartiality, inasmuch as
our self-love is naturally enlisted in lavour of those who, in

lord and master, which she carries ahout her peison for three !v\'ery loak, tone, und gesture. have apparently no other end in
long years ; and any levity on her part during this period, or |view than the pleasure of pieasing us.  With regard, however,
even any deficiency in gricf, renders her an outcast for ever.”  to their physical charins, a~ distinguished from the adventitious
Here is a true Arabian trait : “If a stray enemy, who may | accomplishments of education, it is difiicult even for a willing
find himself in the vicinity of one of their camps, can proceed, ; pen to exaggerate,  Independently of feeling or motion, their
before he is recognised, 10 the chief’s lodge, he is safe, both in | sparkling eyes and glussy hair ars in themseives suflicient to
person and in property, on the easy condition of meking a jnegative the idea of tamencess or insipidity ; while their sylph-
small present to his protector.  ‘The guest remains as long as | like forins evohve fresh graces at every step, and their eloquent
he pleases, enjoying the festitity of the whole village : aud |features eclipso their own inherent comeliness by the higher
when he wishes tn depart, he carries away his property un. | beauty of expression.  Though doubtless fully conscious of
touched, together with a present fully equal to what he himself | their attractions, yet the women of California, to thfnr Cl‘e(]l': be
may have given.” 'The savages along the whole coast live | it spoken, do not ¢ hetore their mirrors count the time,” being,
well, having no want of fish, berries, seaweed, and venison, | on the confrary, by far the more industrious halt of the popula-

“ According to iire whole tenor of my journal, this labyrinth |tion. In California, such a thing as a white servant is abso-
of waters is peculiarly adapted for the powers of steam. In [lutely unknown, inasmuch as neither man nor woman will
the case of a sailing vesscl. our delays and dangers would have  barter freedom in a country where provisions are actually a
been tripled and quadrupled—a circumstance which raised my ]drug. and clothes almost a superfluity ; and accordingly, in the
estimate of Vancouver’s skill and perseverance at every step of | absence of intelligent assistance, the first Jadies of the province,

mwy progress.  After the arrival of the emigrants from Red
River, their guide, a Cree of the name of Bras Croche, took a
short trip in the Beaver.  When asked what he thought of her,
¢ Don’t ask ne,” was his reply ; ¢ canmnot speak: my friends
will say that T tell lies when Ilet them know what I have
seen ; Indians are fools, and know nothing ; 1 can see that the
iron machinery makes the ship to go, bt I cannot see what
mukes the iron machinery itsell’ 1o go.” A savage stands
nearly as much in awe of paper, pen, and ink, as of steam
itself; and if he once puts his cross to any writing, he has
rarely been known to violate the engagement which such
writing is supposed to embody or to sanction. T'o him the
very look of black and white is a powerful medicine,” A
dreadful system of slavery prevails on the north-west coast.
“¢These thralls are just as much the property of their masters
as 50 many dogs, with this difference against them, that a man
of cruelty and ferocity enjuys a more exquisitc pleasure in
tasking, or starving, or torturing, or killing a fellow-creature,
than in treating any of the Jower animals in a similar way.
Even in the most inclement weather, a mat or 2 piece of deer
skin is the sluve’s only clothing, whether by day or by night,
whether under cover or in the vpen air.  To eat without per-
niission, in the very midst of an abundance which his toil has
procured, is ae much as bis miscrable life is worth ; and the
only permission which is ever vouchsafed to him, is to pick up
the offal thrown ouwt by his unfeeling and imperious lord.
Whether in open war, or in secret assassination, this cold and
hungry wretch invariably occupies the post of danger.” ‘Thesc
slaves are ofien subjected to the most frightful cruclties.

From Sitka Sir Geo,ge retraced his path tv Vancouver, and
thence proceeded to Monterey in California. The horrors still
perpetrated in this country by the Spaniards, are a disgrace
not only to Europe, but to human nature. ¢ When the incur-

more particularly when treated, as they too seldom are by
native hushands, with kindness and consideraticn, discharge all
the lighter duties of their households with cheerfulness and
pride.  Nor does their plain and simple dress savour much of
the labour of the toilet. ~ “T'bey wear a gown sufliciently short
to display their neatly-turned foot and ankle, in their white
stockings and black shoes, while, perversely enough, they ban-
dawe their heads in a handkerchief, so as to conceal all their
hair except a single loop on either cheek ; round their shoulders,
moreover, they twist or swathe a shawl, throwing over all,
when they walk or go to mass, the *beantiful and mysterious
mantitla.

“The men are generally tall and liandsome, while their
dress is far more showy and elaborate than that of the women.
Implicit obedience and profound respect are shown by children,
even after they are grown up, towards their parents, A son,
, though himself the head of 2 1amily, never presumes to sit, or
smoke, or remain covered in presence of his futher ; nor does
,the daughter, whether married or unmarried, enter into too
_geeat familiarity with the mother.  With this exception, the
. Californians kuow lidle or nothing of the restraints of etiquette ;
“gencrally speaking, all classes associate together on a footing

of equality ; and on particular veeasivns, such as the festival of
i the saint after whom one is named, or the day of one’s mar.
,riage, those who can afford the expense give a grand ball,
(gencrally in the open air, totae whole of the neighbouring
,community.” The Californians, in fine, are happy, hospitable,
, indolent, and ignorant; and their dominion, in the opinion of
. Sir George Simpson, is destined very soon to fall out of their
" nerveless hands into those of either the English or Americans.

We have alw ys some new lessons to learn, some new duty to per-
form, some new saare to avoid, e
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