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DIVINITY.

From Dr. Clarke's Gummentary.
MOSES.

On tho character of Moses, s 2n JIISTORIAN
and PHILOSOPHER (for in his legislative charac-
ter he dves not yot nppoar? much might be said, did
the nature of this work admit. Butas brevity has
been ovory whare studied, and minuto details rarely
admitted. and onlv whore absolutely nocessary, the
candid roador will oxcuse any deficiencies of this
kind which ho may have already noticed.

OF tho accuracy and fmpartiality of Moses as an
kistarian, many examplos are giveu i the notes,
with such observations aund reflections as the sub-
jocts themsclves suggested: and the succoeding
liooks will aflord maoy opportunities for farther ro-
marks on these topics.

The charactor of Mases as 1 philosopher and chro-
nologist, has undorgono the scverest scrutiny. A
class of philosophers, professedly iufidels, havo as-
sailod the Mosaic account of the formation of the
universo, and that of the gencral deluge, with such
ropeated attacks, assutficiently proved, that, in their
apprebcasion, the pillars of their system must be
shaken into ruim, If those accounts could not be
proved to he false. T'raditions, supporting different
accounts from thos. in the sacrod history, have been
horrowed from the most bardarous, as well as the
most civilizod nations, in order to bear on this ar-
gumont. ‘Theso, backed by various geologic obser-
vations, made in extensive travels, oxperimeuts on
the formation of dilferent strafa or beds of earth,
oithor by inundations or voleanic eruptions, have
heen all condensed into one apparently strong but
strange argument, intonded to overthirow the Mosaic
account of the creation, The argument may be
stated thus: * Tho aecount given by Moses of the
time whon God commenced his croative acts, is foo
rcent; for according to his Genesis, six thousand
years have not yet e'inpscd sioce the formation of
the universe; whercas a variety of phenomena prove,
that tho earth itself must have existed, if not from
cternity, yot at least fourteen, if not ticenty thousand
vears.” This I call a strange argument, beeauso it
1s well knowa, that all the ancient nancns in the
world, the Jetes excepted, havo, to secure their ho-
nour and respectability, assigned to themselves a du-
ration of the most unprohable length ; and bave
multiplicd months, weeks, and cven days ioto years,
io order to suppart their pretensions to the rnost re-
nrote aauquity.  The milliens of sears which have
lieon assumed by the Chinese and the Hindoos, have
heen ridiculed for their maaifest absurdity, even by
those pbilosopliors who bave brought tho contrary
charge against the Masaic account! So notorious
are the pretéusinas to remote ancestry, and remote
wras in every false awd fabricated system, of family
pedigroe, and uational auntiquity, as to produce
doubt at the vary first view of their subjects, and to
cause the umpartial enquirer after truth, to take
every stop with extreme ciution, knowing thatin
going over such accounts, he every where treads on
u kind of enchanted ground.

When, in the midst of these, a wiiter is found,
who, without saying a word of the systews of other
nauons, professos to give a siuple account of the
creation and peopling of the carth, and 10 shew the
very contpicuous part that his ows people acted
amang the various nations of the world, and whe
assigns to the earth and toits inhabitants, a duration
comparatively but as of yesterday, ho comes forwward
with such a varicty of claims to bo heard, read, and
considered: Ry oo other writer can pretend to. Aud
as he departs from the uaivarsal eustom of all writers
on sinnlar subjects, in assiguing o comparatively
recent date. not ouly to his owa natior, but to the
ynierse iaelf, o must have been actuated by mo-
tvas esseutinlly different from these which have
goverued gll other ancient historinns and chronolo-
Bists. .

Tho generally acknowledgod extragavaoes sod
abardity of all the chrouological systemns of ancient

Moscs, its facts evidontly horrowaed by others, though
disgraced by the fables thoy have intermixed with
thom, nnd the very late invention of arts and scicn-
cus, all tond to prove, attho very first view, that
thhe Mosaic aecount, which assigns tho shortest du-
ration to the earth, is tho wmost anciont, and the
wnost likely to bo true.  But &)} this reasoning hias
been supposed to be aumbhilated, by an argument
brought agzamst the Mosaic account of the creatiun,
by Mr. Patrick Brydone, F. R. 8. drawn from the
evidence of different sruptions of Mount Fina.—
‘The reader may find this in bis **'Tour through Si-
cily and Malta,” Letter vii. where, speaking of his
acquaiutanco with tho Cunonico Recupero at Catania,
who was then employed in writing a natural histo
of Mount A, ho snys; * Near to a vault which
is now thirty feot holow ground, and has probably
been a burying place, there is a draw-well, whero
thoro are soveral strata of laves (i. e. the liquid wat-
tor formed of stones, &c. which is discharged frown
tho mountain tn 1ts oruptions) with earth to a coasi-
dernble thickness over each siratum.  Recupero has
made uso of this as an arguinent to prove tho great
autiguity of tho eruptions of this mountain. For if
it roquires {teo thousand years und vpwards to form
bhut a scanty soil oy tho surfaee of a lave, there must
ha ‘e beeu more than that space of time, hetween
oach of the eruptione which have formed these stra-
ta. But what shall we say of a pit they sunk near
to Jaci, of a great depth? ‘I'hey piorced through
seven distinet lawas, one under tho other, the surfa-
ces of which wore parallel, and inost of them cover-
ed with a thick bed of rich earth. Nosw, says he, the
cruption which formod the lowest of these lavas, if
wo may be allowed to rcason from analogy, must
have flowed from the mountuin at least fourteer
thousand yearsago! Reeupero rolls me, he is oxcecd-
ingly e:nbarrassed by these discuveries, in writing
the bistory of tho mountain.—That Moses hangs
like a dead weight upou bim, and blunts alf his zeal
for enquiry; for that ho really hus not the conscience
to male his mountain so young, as that prophet makes
the world.

*The Bishop, who is strenuously orthodox—for
itis an excellent sce—has alrcudy warned bim to
e upon his guard: and not to protend to be = bet-
tor natural bistorian than Moses 3 nor to presume to
urge auy thing. that may in the smallest degreo be
deomod coatradictory to kis sacred authority.”

‘Though Mr. Brydone produces this as a <neer
aga.ust revelation, ishops, and orthodoxy, yet the
srquel wall prove, that 1t was good advico, and that
tho Bishop was much better instructed than wither
Recupero or Brydune ; and that it would have been
wiioh to their credit, had they taken his advice.

1 have given, howevor, this argument at lengta s
and cven in tho insidious dress of Mr. Brydoge,
whose faith in Divine Revelation, appears to have
heen upon a par with that of Signior Recupern, hoth
bemng builded nearly cn tho same fouudation, to
shew from tho answer, how slight the strongest ar-
guments are, produced from dnsulated facts, by pre-
Judice and pmitiality, when brought to the test of
sober. eandid philosophical investigation, mded by
yincreased kuowledge of the phreodinenn of nature,
* fu nuswer to tis argument,’, says bishop Watsoir
{Lottors to Uibbon) it might bo urged-—that the
ttmio nocessary for converting lavas into fertile Gelds,
must bo very differcut, acrording to the’ different
consisten~es of tho lavas, and their different <itua-
tions with respect toelrvation and depression, or their
being oxposcd to winds, rains, and other ciremmstas-
cos; as for instance, tho quantity of askes deposited
ovor thoem, after they ha?l coaled, &c. &e. just as
the time in which boaps of iroit slaz, which resom-
bles }ava, are covered with verdure, is difforent, at
diffcront furances, aecording to the anturo of the
slag and situation of the furaace; and somothing of
this kind is deducible from the ncconot of the canon
{RRecupero) himself, sivec tho ererices in the strata
are often full of rich goad soil, and pretty larg: trees
growing upon them. ~ But shoitld not all this be
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ties, the groat stiuplivisyetoc harmony of that of

thought sufficiont 1o remove the objection, 1wl
produce the Canon nn analegy in oppesition to hn
aunlogy, snd which is grounded on more eortsiu
faces.

« Kina and Vesuvius resemble each other in tie
causes which produce their eruptions, in tho nature
of their lavus, and in the tiine becessary 1o mellow
them into soil fit fur vegetation; or if there be anv
shight difference iu this 1espect, it is probably not
greator thon what subsists between ditlerent Tavas
of tho samo mountaiu. This being admittod wlneh,
no philosopher will dewy. the Conon's (Recupern x)
analogy will prove just nothing atall, if we can
prove an instance of seven ditfereut laves, with inter-
Jacent struta of vegetuble turth, which have flowu
from mount Vesuvius within the space, not of fiur-
teen thousand, but of somewbut less than one thew-
sand seven hundred years; for then, accurding tevur
aualogy., a stratum of luwd may be corvied with vego -
tuble s0il in about two hundred und fifty years. -
stoad of requiring lico thousund for that purpuse.

“‘Cho eruption of Vesuvius, which destroyed Ier-
culaneum and Pompet, is vendered still more famous
by the death of Pliny, recunded by his nephew, 1
Ius letter to Tlacifus; tns eventhappeued Ao n. 7Y,
hut wo are informed by unquestionable authernty
{ Remurks on the noture of tae soil of Nuples and it
vicinity, by Sir William Hawilton, Philos. T'ransact.
vol. Iat. p. 7.) that the wattor which covers the an-
cient town of Herculaneum, is not the procuce of one
cruption only, for there are ovident marks that the
matter of «ix cruptions had takonits course over that
windh fies inweiintely over the town, apd as the
cause of its destruction. These strata are cither ut
lava, or burnt matter with teing of govd soil huceen
them.” “You perceive,” savs ths bishup, * with
what case, a litile altention and incruase of Lnowledyre,
may removo a groat (ifficulty; but had we been
able 1o say noting iv explanation of this phenuue-
non, we sfmuld uot have acted a very rauvpal part,
in making our ignorance the fou «dution of our inpi-
delity, or suffering a minvty philosopher 10 vob s
of our religion.” In this, as well as in all other case -,
the foundation stands sure, bung dee dy and lezibey
impressed with God'r seal.  Sce also Dr. Greners s
Lectures on tho Pentatsuch:

Tue Musaic account of ko universality ¢ fthe .-
lugre, hus beew tried hy thio niost Tigid tests abso, and
the result has been in the view of every caudid pes-
som, bugily croduableto thesucred historian, . Lvers
appearance in nature, iu the siructure and corpesa-
ton of tho surface and different strata of the can,
has Lorne an vnequivecal aud cecived testumony 1o
the truth of the book of Generis: so that at pueser 2,
theve is, vy his subject, scareely auy matenal dules -
cnee of opinion amonyg the must profound philtso-
phers, and must accurate geolugists.

Cn tho geology and astronomy of the book ol (-
nexis_ juuch haus beeu written both by the cucuns
and Iricnds of revelation 3 but as Moses has saud bt
very littlo on thess subjects, and aothing an a syt -
matic way, itis unfairio inventasystery, prelenuce-
Iy collected out of his werds, asd thus meho bim ac -
countabls fos what ho never wrote. Thore .«
systems . of this hind, the preconcened fictius ¢4
their authors, fos which they have scught suygact
and eredit by tortured meanings extoacted frew ¢
fow Helrew roots: and then dignified them witn it
tide of Lhe Mosaic system of the uniterec. Tius hins
afforded infidolity a handle winels it has been eage -
fus to tura to ifs owu advantage, U the fus
choptor of Genesis, I have given a generel viow. of
the solar systom. without pretending tnat J b
found it there : 1 have also venturea to apply qoe
comparativcly recentdoctrine of calo.c 1o the Moy, ¢
acecvynt of the creation uf fight, provious to the fur-
mation of the Sen, and have supporied it with speo
arguments ps nppeared 10 1,¢ iy renger. it at least
prohables but Thave not pledged Mpses to any ot
wy oxplanations, being fully convinced, that it Was
acecssarils fureign from fus Gesign to enter into ph-
losophic Jdetuils of any kind, as it was his grand oh-
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