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open, by lease of 30 years, to public competition. The capital now
made rapid progress, and thoush repeatedly destroyed by fire, has ever
risen, like the phanix, brighter aud better from its ashies—houses of
brick and stone multiplying as the old wooden erections disappeared,
and wider strcets and greater attention to cleanliness greatly improving
the public health. ‘The augmentation of population at last secured the
repeal of laws against the cultivation of the so:l.  Even the merchants
begau at length to sce that the fisheries would be best carried on by a
fixed pupulation, and the delusion of making these a nursery for scamen
was finally exploded. The years 1816 aud 1817 were memorable for
fires that destroyed a largc portion of St. John's, and caused an im-
mense amount of suffering.  But the spirit and.energy of the people
rose superior to their misfurtunes and the town was speedily rebailt.
In 1824 the island was divided into three districts, and cireuit courts
instituted in each. In 1823 the first roads radiating from the capital
to neighbouring settlements were laid down.  In 1832 the colony ob-
tained the boon of a Representative Guvernment, similar to that of
Nova Scotia and New Bruuswick. The interests of Education were
provided for. In 1846 a terrible five destroyed three-fourths of the
capital aud un cnormous amonnt ol pruperty. Quee more the city rose
from its ashes, improved and beauwtified. 1a 1835 the system of
¢ Regpousible Gosernment™ was ijvaugurated.  In 1858 the first
Atlantic Cable was lunded at Bay of Bull's Avim, Trinity Bay. The
census taken in 1869 shows the population of the islaud, along with
Labrador, to be 146 336, of which 85,196 are Protestants and 61,040
Roman Catliolies.  In 1837 the pupulation was 124,288, so that the
increase has been 22,218 in twelve years, being about 18 1-2 per cent.
during that period.

CONCLUSION.

From this rapid sketch of the history of Newfoundland it is, I
thiuk, clear that the people are deficient in none of these clements of
character that ave necessary in builling up a State, and securing na-
tional progress. Under a system of wrongs, compared with which
those inflicted ou Ireland were mild, they never lost heart or hope, and
never swerved from their loyalty.  Their love to Epgland, and their
attachment to British justitutions, are as warmanod true to-day us ever.
What Newfoundland might have been now, had it been dealt with as
were the neighbouring colonies, it is vain to coujecture. No living
man can be held accountable for the cruelties and wrongs of the past;
and while we recount them, it is not to stir up resentments, but to
point to them as warning beacons for the future, and as & gronud of
bope, now that their pressure is removed, for steady progress in the
time to come. When we take into account that it is little more than
a century since the administiration of justice, in the most rudimentary
shape, was introduced—that ouly eighty years have elapsed since the
cessation of a religions intolerance that denied all privileges of wor-
ship to a large section of the population—that regular Courts of Law
are not more than four score years of age—that but sixty years have



