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ho safe or secure as long as they are
permitted to be snakes in our bo84oms
that would cut our throats on ail oc-
casions.'

In 17'26 Armnstrong induced the An-
napolis people to take the oath and
wrote on the margin of the document,
in accordance with their requ est, that
they would not be required to carry
arms. This was, of course, an unau-
tho-ized proceeding, but it is the only
colour that can be found for subse-
quent pretensions.

ln 1730, Governor Phiilips (reap-
1)ointed) induced the whoie body of
Acadianis on the Annapolis river to
take what seenied to theni a simple
and unconditional oath. llowever the
terms of it were objected to by the
Lords of Trade, and a fresh oath came
into vogue in 1688 under ivhich the
woi-d 'hieirs' being lef t out, a fresli
oath bhad to be taken for every reign.

Armîstrong followed asGovernor. In
1731 lie writes that ' the Fr-enchi in-
habitants ai-e a litigious soi-t of p)eoplie
and so ili-natui-ed to one another as
daily to, encroach upon their neigh-
bours' j)ioperties, which occasions con-
tinuai compiaints-yet they ail unani-
mously agi-ee in opposing any order of
government' He ordered a bouse to
be built on the Basin of Mines, where
he said : 'I1 desigil to fix a company
for the better goveî-nment of these
more reniote p)arts of the Bay of Fun-
dy, and, as 1 hope, to perfect it, not-
withstanding ail the oppositions 1 meet
from the rebellious spirits in those
parts incited to oppose it by Goveî-nor
St. Avril. "~ The Indians ai-e
also employe(i in the affair, and use
for an argument, that aithough the
Englishi conquered Annapolis, they
never did 5Ji nes and thiese other parts
of the Province.'

In 1734, apprehiensions of war anis-
ing, a report was made on Nova Scotia.
It said, ' the French only esteem the
oath of aliegiance they have taken
to, bind them to becomo neutral,
a.nd they believe it wiil not even lin-
der thein from .ioining the enemy when

attempts fromn Cape Breton and Ca-
nada shall be made, in conjunction
with the Indians, to conquer the Pro-
vince.,

('Governlor iPhillips (who was in Eng-
land> 1) as consulted by the Lords of
Trade. Said lie, ' as to the present in-
habitants they ai-e rather a i)est and
encumbrance than of advantage to the
country, being a pî-oud, iazy, obstinate
and untractable p)eoplie, unskiiful il'
the methods of agriculture, nor will
be led into a bette- way of thiîîking,
andl (what is still worse), greatly dis-
affected to the governoient. They
i-aise, 'tis truc, both coi-n aîîd cattie 011
iais la*nds tlhat want noceaig
but. have not, iii aiinost a centuryq
cee-1ed th-e quaîitity of 300 acres O
wt>od huîd(.'

rie French, too, bail their reports
mad. iii 173.3 the Dut VivierMémoire
up1)01 Aeadia readis. ' The inhlabitants;
wvho remain theîc' (afte- the treaty Of
Utrecht) ' are nowv ve-y numneo-8
They have preserved the hope of re-
turning to their allegiance to the
King. We rnay be assured of the af-
fection~ of th « savages of the country.
The missionaries are incessant in keeP-

iing them in the disposition they feci
for France. * * * One inay reckofl
on the zeal of the inhabitants and of
the greater part of the savages.'

In 1744 war was actualiy declared.
Du Vivier, at Louisbourg, baving earlY
information, swooped tipon Canso, car'
ried the 70 or 80 soldiers and the few
British inhabitants prisoners to, Louis-
bourg. They were aiiowed to romafiin
the-e for a year and were then sent tO
Boston. Steaiing upon Annapolis caine
500 Indians headed by M. le Loutre,
their Jesuit missionarv, but were kept
at bay. Then, coming from, LouisbOuîg
througli Mines, downrushed the French
force under Du Vivier, but GovernOr
Mascarene lad the good fortune tO es
cape capture, the French returling,
owing, to, the non arrivai. of thoir suP-
plies, by sea. In 1745 the New Eng-

1 land people fitted ou tan army of 4,'000
and with the assistance of a aB
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