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T HEIRR, are so man), phiases of unbelief that few nen are competent to
inap ont the sul)ject witlh anythizîg like cornpletenz-s. A symposium

iii w'bich different writers take up diffé~rent 1lases, and discuss theni in thvir

roots and causes, seenis thereibre 10 be not uincalled for. Eacbi writer nily

1), expected to treat, not- of theor-etical, but of actual formis of unbeliefw-%itbi

whici lie bas corne iii contact, and wbieli lie bais biad sonie opportunity of

diagnosing. Notliing is prove(I against t11e trulli of blis experience, if another

ol>scr(r cl aims that bie knowvs noîing- of it, an~d that bis experiencc of lire-
lias 1-eeni totally différent.

I prijs to speak in this papcî- of unbelief i71 tbe Inspiration of Holy

Scrîpture and of false v'iews of Inspiration as the rause of the unbelief. 'l'lie

Church claiis that there is an elenient iii the Old and Nev Testament Wi it-

ings thiat cati be founld in no other literature, and tberefore it declai-es tbcni

inspired. But the Church bias neyer definied, ti any ot its gre.it Crecds or

Confessions, tbe nature and extent of Inspiration, cither positively or negi-

tively. Evidently too, i. iust be impossible to derme, withi any approachi to

accuracy, the divine or extra-humant elernent, until we blave exhiausted the

hurnan elemlent. That bias not been done yet, and cannot be done until

scholarship and thought, investigation and criticisrn have spoken their last

words. The wisdorn of the Church in not forrnulating, anv theory of Inspira-

tion may thus be seeni s0 clearly thait il is hardly po. sible to avoid acknow-

Iedging a divine guidance of it in the inatter. It is notorious however, that

fools rush in wvhere angels fear to tread, and the wisest miai is more or leiý

rwoish. The wisdoni of the race is needed to supplement the deiciencies of

the individual. Whiere the Churci bias been sulent, the prie.st, the pulpiteer,

thc dogmatist, and the schootman biave been accustorned to speak frequently,
loudly, volubly ; and too often civil or ecclesiastical authority bias heen ready

to back theiiî. Tbey have usually enuinciated views of Inspiration simillar t0

£g îupo~ium.


