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PLEASANT HOURS.

The Queen's Birthday.

‘The following song has been written
and set to music by Mr. F 11 Tcrrington
uf Toronto
01d England calls upon her sona

To bonour Knglaud's Queen,

MHer sons reapond, asd daughters too,

To keep her mem'ry green,

With loyal hearts and ready hands,

‘The Ewmplire’s children stand,
Prepared to do, prepared to die,

For Queen and nauve iand,

.

For ifty years our country's flag
Hath borne o'cr carth and main

Ihe name of Empress, Queen beluved,
With neithier spot nor stain.

Long may It bear Victoria’s name,
laoug ocr us may sho roign,

And for our Empire, broad and grand,
May sbo aew honour gain,

Upon our Queen—our country~—flag,
;od & biessiug cver rest,

With peace and plenty everywhere,
Her peoples homes bo biest.

God save the Quecen, her people pray,
From hearts siacere and free,

Gud save our luved Victoria
Aad crown her Jubllee.

Chorus—
Vietorla * onr Queen beloved,
WVith loyal heart and hand,
Thy colonles and fathertand
United by tace stand
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{ be Incorrupt and lacorruptible, and has
{ done her best to make and Keep It so.
{ Hler Bandards have tiea high, and they
have been well enforced.

Thoe Queen 3 a lover of parllamentary
constitutional government, and for long
years has been well equipped in all
knowiedge and experience concerning it
There ran be no doubt she Is now as
well informed In political matters as her
Ministers of State, and in all internas
tional concerns sho 18 fully abreast of
the umes, and manifests tho keenest In
terest.  Her Influence has more than
once preserved tho peaco of Europe and
perpetually fosters the spirit of amity
among the nations  From her many
years of felicitous government, and the
many branches of her family, she has
become a surt of Quecn-muther amung
the ruyai buuses of the Cunuinent, And
kinship is often a power In-tho palace
as well as in the cot.

Her reign has well shown how much
the character of Lhe Busert.gn has to do
with imperial expansion and natlonal
power.  Britons all around the world
are proud to say " Qur Queen” Cicero
said character, moral worth, has much
to do In making the orator, it certainly
has much to do fn making tho successful
ruler. Despito all speculations and
theorics, Intelligent humanity respects
moral worth. Despite all counterblasts
and countercurrents, the hearts of men
from tho ends of the carth are drawn to
the obedient daughter, the faithtul wife,
tho noble mother, the splendid woman,
and wo have all these In our most
graclous Queen Victoria,

Aye, more, far more. The very sor-
rows that have plerced her heart, in the
way of their bearing, with strong tides
of sympathy and love, have made -her
one with her people in all quarters of the
globe. Her widowhood in the death of
Albert the Good, and her stricken
motherhood in the death of children and
grandchiidren beloved, have united royat
palace, statcly mansion, and humble
home_in purest affectlon _in every land
ander the folds of Britain’s flag.

It 19 casy in some clrcumstances to be
loyal. In our clrcumstances it would
argue a base and ungratefu! nature to be
disloyat, to be regardlesa of affection and
duty to crown and thronme. The silent
forces proceeding from the life and char-
acter of Queen Victoria make -mightily
for imperial unity. A tyrant enthroned

on us would a-'ad to bob down as hif we
waa piayin' oney-pots when she come by.
But there she was a-bowln’ away to
heverybody, and so was Prince Halbert.
1 knew ‘im from the pletures, though he
didn't-seem ‘alf so smart as-tho gen'le-
man that druv tho ‘osses. What a nice-
lookin' gen'leman, though, that Prince
Halbert 13! I do belleva that himage
in the barber’s winder in Bishopsgate,
with the goold sheet on, ain't ‘arf as
‘an'some. Wisher may die hit he didn’t
buw to me! The queer old cove I was
a-settin’ on, guv mo ‘Is ‘at to shake
about ke the dther folks—law, ‘ow they
did shako thelr "ats and thelr ‘ankerchers,
an’ beller as it they'd bust thelrselves !
An' Prince Halbert grinned at me kind-
Hke, an' then he gave tho Queen a nudge,
an' she grinned an’ guv me a bow, too,
an’ the folks all turned round to look at
mo, an’ I folt as kit I was a swell.”

A QUEEN'S ADVICE TO A GIRL.

A young lady whoss father held a high-|
ofllclal position, enjoyed the honour of &
luncheon with Queen Victoria, previous
to leaving for the East, where her father
was golng as an ambassador.  After the
lunch the Queen, taking-her_hand, said :-
*“You are of the same age that I was,
-when I was called to the dutles of Queen
of England. You are now going to take
your dead mamma’s place at-the-head of
your father's household. I do not ex-
pect you at once to do all that your
mother was able to do. I shall not ad-
viso you about this duty or that in detafl.
Knowledge will come with' the every-day

ot the . Butl
_wish you to carry out with you ono sug-
gestion from me-which I hope you will
not forget. You willl meet many people-
whom you wilt not understand, and many-
whom you cannot love. Bury the bad
in people and always seek for the good.
Do this, and with the Intelligence and

THE ROYAL PALACES OF SNGLAND.
(Continued from previous page.)

On o tall hill overlooking Balmoral s
_a granite monument with this inserip-
tion :

“To the beloved memory

ot

Albert, the Great and Good,
Prince Consort,

Erected by his broken-hearted widow
Vietoria R.

August 22, 1862."

A passage from the wisdom of Sotomon,
4 13, 14, follows,

A national-monument erected In Hyde
park, at a cost of $55(,000, 18 one of the
sights of London. Singularly cnough,
tho two members of the family who
most resembled him in practical and fn-
tellectual  ability—Alice and Leopold—
have since passed away.

For thirty-four yeais this brave wo-
man has dovoted herselt to carrying on
the mission her lamented husband lald
down, comforting any one In-sore trouble,
-and by-wise reforms laying the founda-
_tion of the throne firmer In the affections
ot_a well-governed people. R

‘Authentle incidents which show her
consideration and breadth of character
“‘nbound,  Thus, for instance, at court
presentations, instead- ot seating- herself
on the throne and letting candidates
pacend the-steps to kiss hands, to. the
discomfort of those wearing-tralns, she
standa in front of the steps whilo they
file by.

She-also set aslde tho old custom of
-rotiring-from royalty by walking back-
ward for the more easy ard natural
fashiou of departing-as from the pres-
-ence of any ordinary-mortal.

When she came to the thron:, tho prac-
-a

good judgment-which you have,

tice o court-re-
\| in the dining. and often

wili_honour you as sho

your
" mother.”” i

THE BRITISH NATIONAL BANNER.

Britaln owes its renowned-Union Jack,
as probably also its name, to King James
the First. The flag of -England was,
previous to his reign, a red cross—that of

_St. George—on-a-white fleld; the-flag of-|
a white diagonal-cross—that of

would drive us It nas

in the past, and would be repeated. But
a careful, discrect, Intetligent, loving,
earnest, constitutional sovereign, forever
studying the welfare of the millions
under- her sway, ever devoting her best
thoughts and warmest lovo for thelr
good, ever uniting In herself _the strong
bands of daughter, wife and mother, and
these of the-highest typo known to the
race, ever herself a glorious example of
respect-for authority and law,-a pattern

St._Andrew—on a blue fleld. = That one
flag might be formed for the -united
-countries of England and Scotland, thé
king, in 1606, ordered the red cross of
St. George, bordered with white to re-
present 1ts white fleld, to be so placea ou
the fag of Scotland that-the two crosses
should have but ona central point. This
flag was first holsted at sea on April 12,
1606, and was first used as a milltary
flag by the w;oparnl’ both nations on-the

of a pure morality and a re-
ligion, must attract to a common-centre,
to the heart of the mother land the col-
onles of kindred sentiment and ifberty,
kindred race, institution and law, While
sinister forces from without may in a
way compel us to seek the strength,
wealth and peace of a united empire,

OUR GRACIOUS QUEEN.

BY THE RRV. DR. CARMAN, GENERAL
AUPERINTENDENT.

Queen Victorla was ralsed up of God
for a great lite-work, and a great life-
work-has she accomplished  The inno-
cence, purity, and flfal affection of her
childhood-and girlhood are a quiet, im-
pressivo pattern for every young lady
under ‘her jewelled sceptre’s sway. That
she-had a mind of her owa from the be-
gloning ls proved-by her preference- for
lord Melbourne, her first Primo Miais-
ter, and the {nabllity of Wellington and
Pecl to-form a minlstry becauso of her
unwillingness to change the ladies of her
household Her marringe with the
Prince Consort jnvolved constitutional
questions of much delicacy, and impled
relationships of so-tender susceptibility,
that nothing less than her noble Jhus-
band's wisdom and , _Jdence, and her
own fidelity to the peop.o and to genuine
British interests, cvuld have borue them
thoough-the perplexities of the situation.
Abose all, and more-than all, her life
and- example as wife-and mother won
and Kept the lozaity and love of ali
British peopies in tho world,

Is 1L asked, Why 18 iho Britsh throno
8o stabie ! It is beause tho Briush
crown is°s0 faithfully and grandly worn.
From her girlhood- sho bas reigned for
wno giris of the wangdum, A muther with

scen her peoplo, in the goodness of God,

£0t in famiie3, he mislress o a home,

happily -from within lend effec-
:!un"y to-the same-glorious consumma-
on.

HOW BESSIE SAW THE QUEEN.

“Yes, I've sced the Queen once. I was
in the park when she camo along wi’
them flne gen lemen on ‘ossback a-bang-
ing away_at the drums an’ that; 1 s’pose
them was the Parllament I never was
so far afore, an’ I-ain’t been-since, and 1
was werry -tired, but-I squeezed in_among
the folks. Some on ‘em was swells, an’
some on ‘em was sich as mc, an’ some
on 'em wzs sich as ghopkeepers.

*“One hold fellow saye (o me, says he,
‘What do you want ‘ere, my little gal 2

“ I-want to see the Queen an’ Prince
Halbert, an’ the Parlinment gen'lemen,’
says L

*“I 2m a Parliament.gen'leman,’ says
he, ‘ but I aint a-goin down to-day.

‘But I worn t a goin’ to let 'fm-think |
he could do me like that, for he wornt
dressed nigh so smart as Wilson a-Sun-

ay. ‘Youre chaflin’, says I, 'why
hain't-3ua got A ‘oss, and -2 goold coat
an’ summat to blow 2’ )

Then ho busted out larflin, it to Kill
«33¢il, and-says he, -Oh,-30u shouid ear
me in Paris meul a-0i0hin my oWn rum-
pet, and seo me a-ruhin the 1gh oss
there.*

)-very gouvd-natui d-siliy Iviks borften is.
scms, sho has ruied for the boya.  Ono Ho liied mo hup right vver tho pevpics
of the uoited head of-a famuy, she has, oads, and I sco the Queen Wi m§ huwa

1 think he wus aif siuy, but he was

heyes, as plain as I seo you, sir, an’!
Prince kalbert, (oo, & bowin away ke

sho has realized tha. tho_pure hume l',q them- himages ia the -grocers' winders,,

the strenglh of the Stats, a loader in

soclety, sho has feit that soclety must [ tho Queen 2-bowin’

1_thought it was h. n quoer Lo see

TECOMMO: :
I'd "spected that all

of tho union of
England and Scotland, on May. 1, 1607.
On the parliamentary union of Great
Britaln and Ireland the-red diagonal
cross of St. Patrick was placed side by
side with the white cross of St. Andrew
50-as to form one cross, the white next
to the mast belng uppermost, and the
red Ino the fiy, whtlo to it on the red side
a narrow border of white was added to
represent the white fleld of the flag of
Ireland, and upon these was placed the
border cross of St. George, as fn the
previous flag. = The three crosses thus
.c'on;:nned constitute the present Union
ack.

It's only a small bit of bunting—
It’s only an old coloured rag—

Yet thousands have died for its honour,
And shed their best blood for the flag.-

-1t s charged with the cross of St. Andrew,
Which of old Scotland's beroes had led,

1t carries-the-cross of St. Patrick,
For which Ireland’s-bravest have-bled.

-Join'd wllkh these is the old English

ensign-— N
St. Goorge's Red Cross on white field,
Round which from King Richard to
Wolseley,
Britons conquer or dle, but ne'er yleld.

“lt-flutters triumphant o'er ocean,
freo as-the wind and the wave,
And the borcdsman from shackies un-
loosen’d,
Neath 1ts shadow no fonger a slave.

It floats over Maia aad Cyprus—
Over Canada, india, Hong hong,
-And Brituns, Waereer their flags flying,
Ciaim the rights Lhat to Britons beiong.

Wo hoist it to show our devotion
To our Quend, tv our cuuntry and laws,
Jts the vareard but visible embiem
Uf advancement and itberty s cause.

Yol may «ai it a smaid bit of buntng—-
You may say its an oid coloured rag—--
But frecdom bas made it majestic,

drinking to -excess.after the ladies had
left the table, Her authority, however,
_succeeded in establishing another -etl-
.quette.

Her autograph letter to Mrs, Lincoln,
expressing her horror, pity, and sym-
-pathy at the assassination ot President
Lincoln, and her similar communication
when President Garfield died, are-tender

ot her truo d

Early In the year 1894, the court
band was summoned for a-Sunday re-
hearsal_in view-of preparing for an .ap-
proaching State-dinner.  Two -German
Methodists refused-to play, on the ground
of conscientlous scruples, and were,
therefore, dismissed. On leaving the
-castio-on Monday, they-met the Bishop
of London, to-whom- they stated their
cage. During-the day-the leader-of the
band was called-before her Majesty, who
ordered the men to be restored to thelr
posts, bravely adding,

“1-will_have no man persecuted in my
service for conscience sake and I will
have no-more Sunday rehearsals.”

After sixty-two years of tolt she still
adheres-to the-lesson learned:in child-
hood, namely, “Finish the work In
hand,” and without doubt *looks for a
xingdom which cannot be moved.”

As-an embodiment-of virtue in_private
1ife, and as England’s most ¢onstitutional
monarch, she has won fame.” Her-name
will live in history, =nd her example
stimulate dreaming souls to find the way
-to glory -in -the path of duty. If so,
leader and. tfollowers will “have ?en nal

1 = 'y

ese

closing lnes:

« And when the thrones of earth shell be
. As low -as graves brought down,
"A-plerced hand will give to'thee
The crown which angels shout to zee,

Thou wilt not weep to wear that
crown.”

THE METHUSELAES OF THE
FOREST.

The ages attained by some of the
coniferac are scarcely less extraordinary
thap their colossal bulk. The greatest
longevity assigned to any tree -3 per-
baps credited to the celebrated taxodium
of Chapultepec, in Mexico, one huundred
-and seventeen feet In clrcumference,
which i3 thought-to exceed in age-the
baobab of Senegal, Inferred to be five
thousand one hundred and fifty years
old. In Lombardy there Is a-cypress
_treo which {ssald to have been planted in
the year of our Saviour's birth. There is
even an ancient record that it was growing
-in.the time of Julius Caesar. Near the
ruins of-Palenque are trees whooo age Is
ostimated to be-from four thousand- to
51z thousand.years. The mammoth treo
has been esti d to live.four tho d

a.—April Ladles'- Home

And time hss-ennobled tho flag.
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