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LEA VES PROMI À STUD.ENT'S LO.

1«I have sume ualced thoughts that rove about
Andf lotily knock to have their passage oult."

MNilton - at the age of 19.

xc-" Williami J. Fitzpatrick, the Irish
scholar and bistorian, died at his home in
Dut-lin on Christmas eve." The announce-
ment could scarcely *bave been briefer,
had the subject of it been a tradesman or
a shop-keeper. It would certainly have
been much more com plete, did it deal
with the passing away of a dishonest
financier or a titled niaister. But being
simply a scholar and nierely an Irishmian,
Mr. Fitzpatrick ivas vouchsafed the cable
tribute of two lines. Such is the whirnsical
disprop)ortion of the worlI's rewards.
And y et Fitzpatrick ivas descrving of more
generous treatnient. He was one-amuùst
the last-of a small group of great Irish-
iient,hob have given their lives and
talents to increasing our store of infor-
mation on historical question as interesting
and important as they had hitherto been
obscure and negrlectcd. O'H-art and
O'Donovan, Madden alld, 0'CUrry have
had their day ; their plar'e2 are now vacant
save for the rich store of historical and
antiquarian lore the-ir researches have
brought ta light and lefi for the benefit of
posterity. So long as Fitzpatrick was alive
we knew that the sacred torch wvas stili
burning; naw that he is gone, there is
no one left to whomn a prudent seeker
after truth dare safely cntrust bimself for
further investigation in the !abyrinth of
Irish antiquities, even-paradoxicaly-of
modern date.

Williami J. Fitzpatricc wvas the son of a
successfül and highiy respected Dublin
merchant, and was born in that city some
66 years ago. He enjoyed ail! the benefits
incident ta, a thorough onurse of studies
at Clongowes Wood, and early in life
decided ta, adopt literature as a Iprofession.

A large fortune inherited froni his father
relieved him fromi the embarrassment of
bargaining with publishers and alloived
him ta take his own time w'ith his work.
Yet he neyer acquired an elegant or even
easy literary style ; ta the hast he remained
ever involved, sometirnes turgid, often
heavy. It is the matter, not the manner
that gives value ta, bis works; had nature
or art blessed him wvith. the gift of dre-ssi-.gl
facts in ehegant form, there is no height ta
which lie might not have asoired in the
fields of biography and history.* As it is,
hie bas paved the way and made easy the
work of a future truîhful Froude or
Macaulay.

Vet it would be unjust ta, conclude that
Mr. Fitzpatrick bias not wvon for hirnself a
high and permanent place ia the Irish
corner of English literalure. »Who bias
not been charnîed and. instructed by bis
brilliant biogranhy of Father Tom Burke ?
Ris lives of Bishop Doyle, the 'famious
J. K. L., of Dr. WVhately, Lecver, Dr.
Lanigan and Father James Healy are
faitlhful and interesting. 0f his memnoir on
0'Connell Mr. Gladstone said that it
enabled Englishnmen ta sec 0'Connell as
"ia great and good man," and the historian
Lecky, wbile constantly rcferring ta Fitz-
patrick as an autbority of the bigbest
rank, frequently acknoivledges bis own
indebtedness ta bis painstakzing coun.try-
man's researches. The twa works on
îvhich Mr. Fitzpatrick's lame cbiefly rests
are "Ireland before the Union," and
"<The Secret Service Under Pitt." WVe
ail remember the sensation they created
an their appearance only a few years ago.
It was their perusal that lead INr. Glad-
stone ta denbunce the Ilblackguardism "
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