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ferent this world of yours is fromn the
world which our Nero rules. Comi-
mient on the peace of Goci were use-
less; Pomiponia inher ansverexplains
the secret of this heaven-born repose.
'«Not Nero, but Gocirules the woril."
This reply brings another question
to the lips of Petronius;C But be-
lievest thou in the gods then Pom-
ponia ?" " I believe in God, xvho is
one, just andi aHl-powerful," answvered
the wife of Aulus Plautius. We need
not be surprised at the rottennes and
totterinig state of the entire Roman
social structure ; wornan the corner-
stone of the edifice was dleg.racled and
enslaved.

A v'ivid contrast is drawn between
Pagan~isrn and Christianity ; there is
no direct parallel, the actions of the
adhierents of eachi "speakl louder
than words." The gods werc a deaci
letter or as Petronius, the pagan,
says " The g)ocis bave becorne for
sovie time miere figures of rhetoric
even the yet-piaan Vinicius bc-irs
witness that the Christian is a x'ivify-
ing faith, directinig every thought,
word ai-id action of a foliower of
Christ. " But thiese Christians live
in poverty, forgive their enernies,
preach subinission, x'irtue and
miercy." The -upper ten, the silver-
spoon stratuni of Roman society,
exeniplified by Petron jus " had a
twofoid contempt for the crowcl -
as an aristocrat and an Ssthetic:
person. Men with the odor of roast
beans, which they carried in thecir
bosorns, and wxho besicles xvere
eternally hoarse and sweating fromn
playing moi-a on the strect corners
and peristyle, clic flot in bis eye de-
serve the terrnlimanezi;" ail Christians,
whether they be of patrician or
I)lebiail blood, rnust love one another
for Christ w-as the reputed son of a
carpenter. The Pagran doctrine read,
kili himi who displeases you, injures

you, even though hie shoulci be your
fosterfather; St. Peter Iays downi the
Christian teacbingy to Ursus-" The
Saviour said this to .us; " if tby bro-
ther bas sinneci against thece, and has
turneci to thce seven tinmes, saying.
I-ave niercy on ie ! Forgive bim."
'l'le Christians practiceci what they
preacheci; Ursus accepts the rebuke
and says to bis foc: "May tbe
Saiviour be mierciful as I forgive
thee." In the bour of danger, trial
andi affliction, the Pagran admonition
was, " kili thyseif." Let us hearkzen
to the words of St. Peter who speaks
as the bead of the Christian Church.
.I arn dust before Goci, but before

you I arn H is apostie and vice-regent.
I spcak t() you in the name' of
Christ." To the desolate womian
who complains «'I arn a wiclow, I
bad a son who supported nie. Give

imii back, 0 L-ord!" St. Peter says,
O widow, tby son will flot die ; lie

xviii be borni int() glory, int() eternal
life, andi thou xviii rejoin imii
St. Peter thus coniforts ail the af-
flicted-" To< yoju, mothers, whorn
they are teairing away1 frorn your or-
phans, ; to you who lose fathers; to
you who conxplaîn; to yOu Wxvho wili
sec the deatb of lovcd ones; to you
the careworni, the unfortunate, the
timici; to you wbo must die, in the
naine of Christ I dleclare that you
xviii awake as if fromn sieep to ai happy
waking-as if from nîghylt to the Iighit
of God." Such was the power the
brut-al Nero atternpted to crush.
Nero, the higbh-priest of pagranisrn,
against St. Peter, the Apostie and
vice-regent of Christ. Sienkiewicz
gives a touchinig description of di-e
casual meceting of these two powers:
"For a wbile these two nien looked

at each other. It occurred to none
in that brilliant retinue, and to no
one in that immen.se throngc, that at
that miomen t two powers of the earth

487


