
OUR RELATIOINS WlTfl THiE UNITED STATES.

p=0O propare for war," it Mnay bc usoflul and
interesting te glance at our condition of' prepa-
ration for euch un event, ns the survcy %vîiI
inecaso our peepîo's confidence in tlieuîielve-Q,
and onable them te apprcciate jisbtly our own
and our neighbours' relations and dutios te-
wnrds each other, and towards the rest of the
civilized world.

Doforo the lust %var %vas declared by the-
Arnerican Congross in 1812, Canada xvns
throatened wiffi invasion by threc arios eof
50,000 mon each, namely, one te enter the
Province at Aniherstburgh, anether te crobs
the Niagara river, *And the third te march upon
Montreal. In rcply to these throate it %vas
declared by many in Canada, that 50,000 men
could not be rafsed for a regular any in ait the
United States, and the evont proved the opin-
ion te bo correct, for their rorgular army nover
ainounted to-half that numnber dliring the 11holo
war. The greatest numbor ever a.aýembleà at
one point xvas on the Niagara frontier in 1 u1'l
under Generai Izod, and it did not cec,,.A
11,000 men.

After the lapse of a quarter eo' a century, ive
mnay venture te prophecy agrain, that even noiw,
50,000 mien cannet bo enlisted for a regular
axmy in the United States. In a country where
svery labouring man can carn a coinrortable
livelihood, ive nay bo assured that but conipar-
atively few can bo fouad te takoe up arns for
the purpose et' foreign aggression. Werc ivo
te invade the United States, thon indecd e-t ery
possible resistance xvoutd bo made te the inva-
dexa, and a ia.ge part of' the population, it' net
the whole en masse, iveuld tçake arias te defeüd
their country ; but ia an offensive war on ano-
ther land and people very few weuld ho %villing,
te, engage personally, exeept tho more refuse
population of their ekties aDd towvns. The re-
foocting people et' the States mnust ho confident
of their perfect security frem every thiag hke
permanent conquest, and they can have ne de-
sire to ee their country invelved in war ; but
there are axnong thoîn inany dosporate mna,
soine thousands along the nerthern frontier,
desperate in fortune and character, and with
littie or ne hope et' redeeming either. Tite
voice of this class and all they could influence
would doubtless be for ivar, as the means of'
gaining somnething in the generai strife. During
the past three years wo have seon 'nany evils
ptoduced by the agitation excited by these

men, much hlood shed, and tho ruin of rnany
fainilies. Suppose the cotinsel et' thosqe mon
prevaîls, lot lis speculate on the probable resulta.

XVe could net roasenably expeet te be in a
better state of prepairation thun ttt pre.,ont.-
WVe hiwc abolit i:à,oa et' the fillest treeps tbcs
wvorld ever ,zqw .there are rosiding in the coun-
try somne theu.,and; et' retired officers and sol-
dierç, inctuding many naval othecrs -the event.s
et' the kist three years have called inte active
service a consi.'erablc portion et' the militin, and
in t'act ive znar b c.let a martial people.,
XVc have ahuindanceofet naval and military
storeF, and the country is f'ui[ of' provi-ions.,
Ia a t'cw wceks our enture male pop- lation
miglut take the field, and bc orge nized and led
under some ot' the mest exporienced and excel-
lent officers in the 13ritith service, in whose
shli and courage ait %vould have unbounded
confidence.

!'nder il lnt circuaistances must aur oppo-
neonth lake the Feldl? Thoy must furst et' ail
icenswine Marly nionths in recraiting their army
te 50,000 ina, if it wûuld net take years te
raise and erganîrec tiuat nuniLer. WVhen or-
ganized and tn ieh field, iwhat must bc the state
of their officor.- and non-cemisioned efficers
as te military hknotledige and experience? As
toecxpcrience, thoy must ho %vholly wvithout it;
and their knoivledge niust ho oxtremoly su-
porficial and liniited. Their nmen could have
but little confidence ia thonm, and ia this most
impor.ant et' ait martial acquirements their
treeps wotild be grcatly aur inflériors. WVe do
net hositato te declare, that, if by magie un
Ainerican axmy %vere titis day tcady to invade
the five provinces, w'o have the uieans new at
command te destroy or drive thora hack imme-
diatoly.

It may bo raid that they would net scatter
their force, and attack uis at many places, but
weuld concentrate it tîpon one or twe vulnera-
blc peints. B3e i t se, and lot thcm obtain tom-
perary possession et' a portion et' aur territory;
have we net seen that even la the xinter of
1337-8, a rogimont et' troeps 'vas cenveyed
from Ilatifttx te Amhcrstburi!i ? and do we
net sec how rapidly xve ccuid cencentrato our
forces upen any peint, aad bear ivith our whole
power on any body et' invaders, during the sea-
son et' military eperations 1 And let it mot be
fargotton tbat the more numorous the forces
assombled against us at any one point were, tbe


